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Comrade Ye Jianying's inscription for the 90th anniversary of the birth of 
Comrade Li Dazhao: “Learn from Comrade Li Dazhao's revolutionary devotion 
to the communist cause and work hard to accomplish the socialist four 
modernizations by the end of the century.” 
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SEVERAL QUESTIONS ON THE SOCIALIST LEGAL SYSTEM 
HK231602 Beijing RED FLAG in Cuinese No 11, 2 Now 79 pp 3-7 HK 


{Excerpts from speech by Peng Zhen at the Central Party School on 
l September 1979] 


[Text] 1. Without the Socialist Legal System There Is No Socialist 
Democracy 


Some comrades said that such words, in general or abstract terms, are 
not practical enough. But as far as our current conditions and existing 
problems at this time and stage are concerned, they are in line with 
facts and with the fundamental interests of the people of all nationali- 
ties of the country. 


The socialist system is not a slaveowning system, nor a feudal system, 
nor a capitalist system, nor an abstract legal system. Our socialist 
legal system is the legal system of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
or that of a proletarian democracy. The dictatorship of the proletariat 
is the peopie's democratic dictatorship based on the allia*ce of workers 
and peasants led by the proletariat. This was continually p.inted out 
by Comrade Mao Zedong. He said the same thing at a congress vf 7,000 
people in 1962. He said that the dictatorship of the proletariat, or 
the people's democratic dictatorship, means the practice of democracy 
among the people and the exercise of dictatorship over the people's 
enemy. Our slogan calls for the establishment of the people's demo- 
cratic dictatorship, based on an alliance of workers and peasants, led 
by the proletariat. This is our national system. Among our people, 
democratic centralism is practiced. With a population of over $00 
million, how should se practice democracy among the people? Can there 
then be no democratic centralism? With some 30 million party members, 
how is the party to rractice democracy? Can there then be no democratic 
centralism? As far as the state is concerned, democratic centralism 
represents our system of government. By democratic centralism we mean 
centralism based on democracy, or democracy guided by centralism. All 
countries must practice centralism. A elaveowning state, a feudal 

state or a capitalist state must have power ccncentrated in its ruling 











class. Without centrilism, how can such a state exercise dictatorship 
over the laboring peoyle? Now some people often speak of democratic 
freedom in the United Siates. Is there no centraiism in the United 
States? There is a great deal; the democracy or freedom that it 
preaches is actually a deception practiced on the proletariat and the 
laboring people. ‘The freedom it claims is capitalist freedom. The 
equality it claims is equality put in terms of capital or the exchange 
of commodities. Only a state led by the proletariat can claim real 
democratic centralism. The proletariat is at the bottom of a capitalist 
society. If it has democratic rights, the whole people have democratic 
rights. The people's democracy based on am alliance of workers and 
peasants, led by our proletariat, is a country that can really practice 
centralism based on democracy. This is a truth tested in prac*ice. The 
objective world is full of contradictions. The natural world, r.man 
society or even our party is full of contradictions. People’s uncer- 
standing is of course also marked by contradictions. Something ctnet we 
understand today could change tomorrow. Although a contradiction may be 
overcome today, another could arise tomorrow. Therefore, it is not easy 
to arrive at a unanimous understanding, an understanding that recilv 
agrees with reality. Without comprehensive and real democracy there can 
be mo correct and real centralism. The socialist legal system of our 
state is the legal system of democratic centralisn. 


From what was practiced by Lin Biao «and the “gang of four” for over a 
dozen years we learned that socialist democray cannot exist without 

the socialist legal system. Many comrades present must have tasted what 
it was like to be in the hands of Lin Biaw and the “gang of four." In 
those days Lin Biao could freely have a chairman of the state arrested. 
He could hurt party com.ittee vice chairmen, secretaries general, and so 
forth as he wished. From vice chairmen of the NPC to vice premiers, 
vice chairmen of the Militery Affairs Committee, the marshal of the 
state, party members, league members, cad*es, common peuple, model 
workers as well as the targets of tie Ur.ited Front Department--everyone 
was at his mercy. He could freely purish anyone, search anyone's house, 
detain anyone, arrest anyone, impriso: anyone, frame anyone, slander 
anyone, torture anyone and kill anyone as he liked. Everything cul- 
ninated in an attempt on Chairman Mao's life. [t may be asked: Without 
a legal system, how could democracy exist? This is what Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four," our teachers by negative example, taught us. 


The socialist legal system should have been practiced with intensified 
efforts long ago. We seized political power long ago. With the land 
reform, the feudal system of ownership was eliminated. With the three 
great transformations, the system of ownership by capitalists was 
abolished. Small production also turned into collective ownership. 
Political power and the relations of production were two fundamental 
problems that had long been solved as far as the revolution in the 
economic foundation was concerned. But we still failed to pay close 
attention to practicing a legel system. At that time we were not 














conscious of this. But it is wrons to say that we were « smpletely 
unaware of it. It is also wrong to say that not the least semblance 

of a legal system existed. For instance, this criminal code (draft) 
was in its 22d version in 1957. It was approved in principle by the 
NPC after a discussion at the Secretariat sponsored by Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping. It was continuously revised and was in its 33d version in 
1963. It is wrong to accuse us of a lack of enthusiasm. We showed no 
lack of enthusiasm. Otherwise, how could there have been the 22d and 
the 33d versions? fhe 33d version was examined in principle by the 
party Central Committee and Comrade Mao Zedong. But at that time we 
always felt that it was not perfect enough. As a result, we slept on 
it. The problem has been solvei this time. In the latter part of 
February the Standing Committee of the NPC decided to establish a 
legislative committee, which began operating in March. R&y June several 
laws had been made. Why is it that we have accomplished things so 
quickly now while things progressed so siowly before? This is a matter 
of understanding, a matter of paying close attention. In the past we 
felt that, given party leadership and general and specific policies, it 
did not matter if ve delayed a few days. As a result, we let the prob- 
lem slide and sp. ed things. Comrade Ye Jianying aptly said that 
failure to play a proper role in making laws would make the NPC Stand- 
ing Committee exist in name only and make its members redundant. In the 
past we did not realize this. Lin Biao and the “gang of four" have 
taught us a lesson. We must carry out a socialist legal system. 


Now we have again made a few laws. Though they are not perfect, they 
will make it more difficult for such evii deeds as these committed by 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four" to recur. It is impossible to abso- 
lutely prevent their recurrence. We can only say that their recurrence 
will be made more difficult. This is because we can count on legal 
protection for our democracy. A detention can be made only through the 
public security organ. Arrests must be approved by the procuratorate. 
Proceedings must be instituted by the procuratorate before the court 
makes a decision. The verdict may be guilty or not guilty. If it is a 
wrong verdict, then the procuratorate may object to it. If the pro- 
curatorate fails to do ‘hat it should, then the public security organ 
may request a retrial. Jther than public security, procuratorial and 
law enforcement organs, no person or unit has the power to detain or 
arrest people. During the Great Cultural Revolution anyone could 
detain others. Although the law said that no one could be detained 
more than 24 hours, nany people detained persons for « couple of years 
on the strength of a slip of “detention” paper. Now beatirg, smashing 
and looting cannot be practiced. In the past one could do as one 
pleased without any interference. Nov anyone who injures, murders or 
robs others is punished accordingly. This has a restraining eZiect on 
beating, smashing and looting. Anyone who makes false accusations is 
“subjected to criminal punishment according to the nature of the 
frameup, the circumstances surrounding it and its consequences and is 
sentenced accordingly." There is also the question of slandering people. 























In the past people could freeiy put up big-character posters and fabri- 
cate stories to damage the reputation of others. Feople could also 
openiy insult others and parade them with special hats placed on their 
heads. Now one can be convicted of openly insulting and falsely accus- 
ing others. The accused is given relatively great protection by the 
existing criminal code of procedure. Arrests can be made only by public 
security, procuratorial and law enforcement organs. The prosecution must 


have evidence, and it must be based on facts. At a tria? ‘> defendant 
may plead for himself, through his own close relatives or t' ‘ough a 
lawyer. The unit where ic works say send someone to defend a, Or any 
of the public organs where tc belongs, such as the trade twiim., t= poor 


peasants association, the women's association, and so forth, * "y aiso do 
so. A witness can neither conceal nor fabricate crimine! evideave. Why 
is the defendant given this kind -€ protection? Comrades, do not always 
think that all those people who are arrested are counterrevolutionaries. 
Of the criminal cases that were brought up during the first half of this 
year, less than 1 percent involved counterrevolutionaries. This shows 
that the cases involving counterrevolutionaries are extremely few. Among 
the people, bad and good persons commit offenses. But all those detained 
or arrested are not necessarily bad people or guilty. Meanwhile, in 
those cases where counterrevolutionaries are concerned, we should avoid 
making mistakes of hurting good people. Can we aliow the existence of 

a less than perfect system in defending oneself or a less than perfect 
legal system? In the previous wartime period we relied chiefly on the 
party's general lines and specific policies. Where we made mistakes, we 
corrected ourselves. So long as it was not an act against law and dis- 
cipline, criticism was all that Was required. As time went on, we grew 
accustomed to our way of doing things and felt this was conver.ient. What 
a lot of trouble those lavs could give us! We began to refer to this or 
that law. How convenient it was to go without law! Comrades, if this is 
convenient for you, then the same holds true for the bad people. For 
people like Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” things are made even more 
convenient. Ii there are laws, good people have to obey them and suffer 
some inconvenience. But the malicious people will be restrained from 
doing evil things aid can be punished according to the law. 


2. Everyone Is Equal Before the Law 


I have heard various opinions on this point. Many people crgued before 
that it was not a matter of class nature. This seems to be true. Every- 
one is equal before the law--what class nature does this involve? Others 
said that this was a viewpoint transcending classes, as it involved all 
kinds of ideas liable to be tagged with various labels. The problem is, 
what kind of law is everyone equal before? The law we vant is the prole- 
tarian or the socialist law before which everyone is equal. It is not 
the slaveowners’ law, the feudali»t law or the capitalist Jaw. The law 
of every class protects a given class. No matter what its merits, the 
capitalist law, including the Napoleonic Code and the Kuomintang's 
"Complete Volume of Six Modern Codes," protects the dictatorship of a 




















given class and its interests. Before the capitalist iaw we cannct be 
equal, as the laboring people have no rights and are placed in the posi- 
tion of those deprived of rights. Any right they have is very limited. 
Just as a Chinese saying goes: "The south-facing Yamen Gate is wide 
epen; with right but no money, do not go inside." Moreover, the same 
holds true within the ruling class. Without money ur power, equality 
means nothing. In the exploiting-class society, what equality did we 
have? Before all the old laws we had no equality. To say that we 
enjoyed equality was a lie. Today, what is our law? It is the law of 
the people's democratic dictatorship based on an alliance of work:rs and 
peasants led by the pro.setariat. To obey its law is to obey the leader- 
ship of ts« proletariat and the people of the whole country. Tais is 
because tne law (arsic) approved in principle by the party Central Com- 
mittee and forywlated by the NPC is a product of the proletariat, a 
proletarian weapon and a weapon of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
Before this law, how can there be inequality’? If you people sitting 
down there can be found guilty after committing the crime of murder, how 
can we sitting on the rostrum not be found guilty after committing the 
same crime? How ~an one be found guilty and another not guilty after 
committing the crime of rape’ How can a landlord be found guilty and a 
worker or a poor peagant not guilty after committing the same crime of 
murder? How can an ordinary person be found guilty and a cadre not 
guilty after committing the same crime of murder? Every one of us 
opposes seeking special privileges. Then how can we oppose everyone 
being equal gefore the law and describe it as a case transcending 
classes? Whe: there is law, anyone guilty of a crime should be equai 
before tne 1aw. This is our aim. 


}. The Procuratorate and the Court Exercise Their Functions Independently 
and Ovey Only the Law 





This is also a point on which many differe:.t views have been expressed. 
If the procuratorate and the court operate independently and obey only 
the law, then what ic the role of party leadership? If we call for 
unified party leadership and at the same time require the procuratorate 
to exercise its functions independently and the court to corduct trials 
independently and obey only the law, then are we not being self- 
contradictory? The law has been approved in principle by the party 
Central Committee and adopted at the NPC. The party and the people 
throughout the country want it, so that these organs and trials can be 
conducted independently. This i» carrying out the view of the whole 
party and the people throughout the country. Meanwhile, all cases must 
be based on facts. Judging one guilty or not, or determining one's crime 
to be light or serious, must be based on facts and supported by ironclad 
evidence. Committing a murder, stealing, committing arson and carrying 
out counterrevolutionary activities are objective facts. The exercise 
of functioning independently must be based on these objective facts. 














Then what is to be taken as the criterion? It is the law. To take the 

law as the criterion is to base judgment on the law--judgment not dic- 
tated by the whims of a procuratorial organ or the court. No one can be 
judged guilty in the absence of the facts of a crime. Otherwise, if you 
make a mistake you may be criticized in a minor case, dismissed in a 
serious case and even prosecuted for an even more serious case. Whom 

does the law represent? The law is formulated by the people of the whole 
country led by the Communist Party. To obey the law and act according to 
the law means carrying out the principle of the party, its view and the 
common view of the people cf the whole country. How can this be called a 
case of seeking independence from the party? In my NPC report I said chat 
public security, procuratorial and law enforcement organs must cooperate 
with each other and restrain each other under the leadership of the party. 
If the public security organ wants to make an arrest, this must be 

approved by the procuratorate. If the public security organ regards a 
decision by the procuratorial organ as improper, it can ask for iurther 
consideration. After the procuratorial organ has instituted proceedings 
against someone, the court can declare him not guilty. If the procura- 
torial organ does not agree with the court's decision, it can objec. to it. 
This is how checks and balances work. Therefore, the exercise of func- 
tioning independently is not an exercise of complete freedom. It must be 
based on facts and on the law as the criterion that must be obeyed and not 
be bent to suit one's convenience. Getting help through influence or pull 
with this or that person is ruled out. This is necessary, as othe: wise the 
socialist legal system would be a mockery. How can we allow anyone to 
dictate to the court or a secretary to say who should be sentenced to 

death and who should be arrested? Now the whole country has 600,000 or 
700,000 production brigades, 350,000 industrial and mining enterprises 

and more than 2,000) counties and municipalities. There are also many lead- 
ing cadres. How can anyone be allowed to do as he likes and interfere with 
concrete cases? This is why the procuratorial orgar. and the court must 
exercise their functions independently and act according to facts and the 
law. Thus, the uuified naticnal observance of the same law insures uni- 
fied proletarian leadership over the whole country. What, then, is the 
party committee's role? Take the court, for instance. The party com- 
mittee must guide it so that judgment is fully based on facts and on the 
law. The court is not supposed to be so correct in everything it does. 

It is liable to err. The party committee must put it on the right 

course. 





4. The Stability of the Law 


This problem is taker up in ovr comrades’ discussions. What are laws? 
Laws are fixed general lines and specific policies of the party put in a 
legal form. What we mean are those general lines and specific policies 
that have been proved in practice to be correct. 


Should laws be changed? In a changing world of nature and a developing 
human society, how can laws not be changed? If they are inappropriate to 








given conditions, they should be changed. Is there still dignity of the 
law, then? After the founding of the state, the party Central Conmittee 
and Comrade Mao Zedong were relatively prudent in leading us to formulate 
laws and were casual or haphazard in their formulation or revision. The 
seven laws (draft) drawn up this time have been discussed and approved 

by the Politburo of the CCP Central Committee and examined and approved 
by the NPC. Our laws are stable and dignified. Even if something is 
found to be wrong with a law after it ‘as been finalized, you must obey 
it and act according to its provisions before it is revised. Who is to 
make any revision? A revision must be effected through the party Ceatral 
Committee. It must be referred to the NPC Standing Comittee or to the 
NPC for examination and approval according to the due process of law. 


5. The Party Committee's Leadership 


Public security, procuratorial and law enforcement organs at various 
levels must be put under the unified leadership of party committees at 
various levels. This means unified party leadership. Such unified 
leadership has been proved to be correct after a long period of prac- 
tice. Professional matters of course require dual leadership by the 
party committee and the department in charge. 


Leadership by the party committee does not mean that it mus: examine 

and approve concrete cases. Instead, it must make proper ‘nvestiga- 
tions and studies, review work, get acquainted with conditions and 

grasp general lines and specific policies. It must lead, supervise and 
support the independent public security organs and the functioning of 
procuratorial and law enforcement organs. Without the party committee's 
support, how can they exercise their functions or operate independently? 
The party committee must play its part in supporting, leading and super- 
vising them. It must support the cor-ect things they have done. It must 
criticize and rectify the mistakes they have made. Where necessary, it 
must undertake to bear part of the responsibility for any mistakes. It 
leaves both concrete and general cases alone. Thus, the party committee 
has the initiative and can concentrate its energies on major issues. Only 
as such can it have full power of control. If it has a hand in every case, 
it will surely become too busy with trifles to bother about important 
matters. Thus, it will fail to handle important matters well while it 

is kept busy with trifles. Therefore, the party committee must be 
excused from examining and approving concrete cases. This does not mean 
doing away with its leadership. Instead, it means strengthening its 
leadership, taking the whole situation into consideration, getting hold 
of what is essential and doing all the work well. 


6. We Musc Pay Attention To Studying Law 


Law is a course of study, and much can be learned about it. If you do 
not look into it, it seems to mean little. If you do, you will find 
that it is a science. How did we first work on the criminal code? We 











invited advisers from two groups--one familiar with the capitalist law 
and the Kuomintang law and one familiar with the law of the Soviet Union 
and other countries. We first studied how the Soviet Union and other 
countries, as well as capitalist countries and the Kuomintang, enforce 
their laws. Then, in light of our own conditions and experiences, we 
studied how we should enforce our own law. Many important articles, 
therefore, have been borrowed. Franky speaking, if the party wants me 
to make laws, I must say that I have iever studied law. I have never 
been to a law school, and the number of law books I have read is limited. 
What is to be done? I combine work with study. I lecture as I learn. 

I practice as I learn. Law must be sudied by the secretary of the party 
committee, book by book. As you come to a certain article, you may ask 
for an explanation from others. After an explanation, you will under- 
stand it a little better. Of course, you should refer to the original 
text when dealing with important matters. Comrades, there are many com- 
rades present today. Some of you are responsible persons of the party 
committees at various levels. The leadership must exercise leadership 
according to the law. To act according to the law you must have a given 
law to follow, and you must strictly enforce the law and punish its 
violator. To understand law you must study law. After the promulgation 
of the constitution, Comrade Mao Zedong and Comrade Zhou Enlai paid 

great attention to this matter. They often said that you must be mindful 
of not acting against the constitution. Now we must act according to the 
law and run the country according to the law. How can you, as leaders, 
not understand the law? If you have committed an offense, you are 
brought to the court without exception. Therefore, everyone is equal 
before the law. 


CSO: 4004 




















THE PARTY'S CADRE POLICY MUST BE CARRIED OUT WELL FROM BEGINNING TO END 
HK231702 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 8-11 HK 


[Article by RED FLAG contributing commentator] 

[Text] Since the smashing of the “gang of four," and particularly 
since the close of the third plenary session of the llth party Central 
Committee, the whole party has spared no efforts in redressing cases in 
which people have been framed, wrongly sentenced or falsely charged, as 
well as in solving problems remaining from the past. Cadres within and 
without the party and the masses have hailed the significant results 
achieved in implementing the party's cadre policy. However, to satis- 
factorily accomplish this work, which is, admittedly, a heavy task, the 
comrades in the party must redouble their efforts and carry it threugh 
from beginning to end. 


To usurp party and state power during the Cultural Revolution, Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four" pushed an ultraleftist line of “suspecting and 
overthrowing everything." Everywhere they rounded up what they called 
renegades, enemy secret agents, capitalist roaders and counterrevolu- 
tionaries and forced them to make confessions. In addition, they cruelly 
persecuted cadres, especially veteran cadres, and concocted wrong 
sentences and false charges to frame a large number of comrades, who 
were malignea and given political labels during the period they were 
under investigation. Some of them were even persecuted to death. Many 
of their innocent relatives and children, as well as their colleagues, 
were also implicated. The perverted acts committed by Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" confounded right and wrong and blurred the distinction 
between ourselves and the enemy, seriously wrecking the party's fine 
tradition and its work style of seeking truth from facts. Their acts 
had extremely grave consequences. 


After the smashing of the "gang of four" and under the leadership of the 
party Central Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeug, the cadres and 
masses lost no time in exposing and criticizing the crimes of persecuting 
cadres that had been committed by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." The 
holding of the third plenary session of the lith party Central Committee, 
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and especially the discussions on the criterion of truth, have greatly 
promoted the emancipation of the mind and encouraged party committees at 
all levels to penetrate the forbidden zones set up by Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four." Consequently, they have eliminated chaos, freely 
restored order and redressed cases in which people were framed, wrongly 
sentenced and falsely charged. Implementing the party's cadre policy has 
thus contributed to solving major problems left over from the past. 
Hundreds of thousands of cadres across the land have been mobilized to 
handle this work, with many leading comrades personally attending to 
tough and longstanding cases, receiving callers and handiing letters 

from the masses, as well as engaging in ideological work. The majority 
of comrades who have committed themselves to carrying out the party's 
cadre policy have done a great deal of work in an earnest and responsible 
manner. As a result of the party-directed effort over the last 3 years, 
a great number of frameups, wrong sentences and false charges have been 
redressed and incorrect conclusions reversed. Nationally prominent cases 
that were mishandled in the past, and others that implicated thousands of 
innocent people, have all been rectified. Only under the leadership of 
the CCP and by upholding the line of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought could so many frameups, wrong sentences and false charges have 
been redressed and so many problems remaining from the past have been 
solved. 


By carrying out the party's cadre policy and reckoning with the crimes 
committed by Lin Biao, the "gang of four" and their cohorts, we have 
restored the fine tradition and work style of seeking truth from facts 
consistently upheld by our party and Comrade Mao Zedong. We have been 
able to distinguish between issues of right and wrong and merit and 
demerit, enliven the democratic life within and outside the party, 
promote stability and unity and mobilize the enthusiasm of the cadres 
and masses. Many rural basic-level cadres who were wrongly dealt with 
have been rehabilitated and their former positions restored. This has 
greatly contributed to rapidly changing the outlook of work in the 
localities in which the cadres formerly worked and to promoting the 
development of agricultural and family sideline production. Many 
intellectuals who were mishandled or misjudged in the past have been 
rehabilitated and have worked harder than before in their respective 
academic endeavors or fields of specialized research. In particular, 
many veteran cadre: who were persecuted in the past have now displayed 
new vigor in their .ew posts. They have contributed significantly te 
realizing the drive for modernization. As a result of the implementa- 
tion of the partv’s cadre policy and the shifting of the focus of party 
work to areas with more favorable conditions, the cadres and masses are 
encouraged to devote themselves, with one heart and one mind, to turning 
China into a modern and powerful socialist country. This is fraught with 
great significance. 


Although we have achieved significant results in carrying out the party's 
cadre policy, considerable work still must be undertaken to completely 
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satisfy the party Central Committee. We have not yet overcome the 
mentality of being content with what has been done or the slackness 
exhibited by leading comrades in some localities or departments. As 
far as the whole country is concerned, no conclusions have been made 
with regard to the problems of some cadres requiring reexamination. 
Although the number of such cases is not very large in some provinces, 
cities and autonomous regions, they are more complicated than most cases 
and require considerable effort before they can be solved. Judging by 
the results of rechecking in some localities and departments in the 
provinces, they have been uneven, with obvious cases in which people 
have been framed, wrongly sentenced and falsely charged in some areas 
and units not being redressed at all. With regard to those cases which 
have been reexamined, some have not been handled as they should have 
been, and there have been occasional deviations from the proper handling 
of these cases and reaching correct decisions on them. It should be 
noted, in particular, that units which have been preoccupied with 
solving specific problems at an earlier stage tended to overlook the 
importance of doing meticulous political and ideological work. As a 
result, although those problems that should have been solved have been 
basically settled, some comrades still have misgivings over certain 
problems. This has not been conducive to eliminating those factors that 
affect stability and unity. All these facts show that the view tat “it 
is quite sufficient" in implementing the cadre policy is not in accord 
with facts, nor is the belief that “it has gone too far." In his speech 
at the meeting to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding of the 
PRC, Comrade Ye Jianying said: "We must carry through to the end the 
work of redressing frameups, wrong sentences and false charges and imple- 
ment the party's specific policies in a responsible way." In carrying 
out the cadre policy we must do so energetically from beginning to end, 
abstaining from doing things in a slack way and on the impulse of the 
moment. Party committees at all levels and comrades who handle this work 
should have a high sense of political responsibility in doing this work 
in a down-to-earth and meticulous manner. They should handle every case 
in a responsible way and fulfill the glorious task entrusted to them by 
the party and people throughout the country. 


Te carry out the party's cadre policy from beginning to end it: is impera- 
tive to uphold the principle of seeking truth from facts. In redressing 
cases in which people have been framed, wrongly sentenced and falsely 
charged, carrying out the party's cadre policy and solving problems left 
over from the past, we have penetratingly criticized the idealist and 
metaphysical fallacies of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" and restored 
and promoted the party's tradition and work style of seeking truth from 
facts. This is a fundamental reason why we have achieved significant 
results in carrying out the cadre policy. To uphold the principle of 
seeking truth from facts in carrying out the cadre policy means that we 
should respect objective fact Whether a cadre has merit or demerit 
and whether he had problems iu. -he past are objective facts. Only by 
knoving things strictly according to their true features, without 
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including our own views, can we make clear all the facts, distinguish 
between issues of right and wrong and reach appropriate conclusions. 
Only then will it b: impossible to spare an evildoer at the expense of 
an innocent person. To seek truth from facts involves problems of the 
ideological line an/ method of work, as well as the question of having 
the courage to uphold it. One important reason why the problems of 

some cadres have long defied solution is that they have been so deeply 
influenced by the ultraleftist line and the two “whatevers" that they 
can no longer realistically face and handle problems. Instead of using 
facts to verify whether the conclusions reached by a cadre are correct 
“£ not, some comrades wimply follow the practice of basing their own 
judgment on who decided the cases and who approved them. if the 
decisionmakers are in power, their conclusions are not corrected accord- 
ing to the principle of seeking truth from facts, even if they are 
obviously inappropriate. Some comrades who are self-centered are reluc- 
tant to rectify those problems they themselves mishandled in the past, 
for fear of negating themselves when the cadre policy is carried ot. 
Some comrades who are egotistical are kind toward their supporters and 
take good care of them, making sure that their problems are resolved by 
Stages. However, they are harsh toward their opponents, exaggerating 
their problems and intentionally putting off solving them. Some com- 
rades who have made mistakes, including those who admitted such mistakes 
and conceded their role in the decisions made by the organization, now 
refvse to acknowledge their role when the cadre policy is carried out. 
While such cases such as these differ, they ill go against the basic 
principle of seeking truth from facts. If this problem is not solved 
satisfactorily, it will be very difficult to carry out the cadre policy 
well from beginning to end. It is therefore necessary to educate these 
comrades so that they will straighten out their ideas, correct those 
that deviate from the correct line and have the courage to do things 
realistically and on the basis of the party spirit and principles. We 
follow the policy of suppressing all counterrevolutionaries and 
redressing all wrongly judged cases--that is, completely reversing the 
verdicts on cases that were totally misjudged and partially correcting 
those that were partly mishandled. After a reexamination of the cases, 
facts have proven that confirmed cases in which people have been framed, 
wrongly sentenced and falsely charged must be redressed am the false 
charges reversed. With regard to side issues that are not political in 
nature, they sho: ld neither be intentionally delayed nor reprehensibly 
exaggerated to g e the victims labels they will not be able to forget. 
Of course, some ople have in fact made mistakes, and in such cases 
appropriate verd is based on facts must be given without giving cause 
for future compl ats. 


To carry out the arty's cadre policy well, from beginning to end, it 
is necessary to: hold historical materialism--that is, viewing the 

cadres’ problems n their historical context and from all sides while 
correctly interp;: ting the party's policies. The reason why the problems 
of some cadres hz e remained unresolved is that unified understanding is 
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lacking among the comrades and between the organization and individuals. 
This is often due to a lack of an overall assessment of the problems 
involved, a failure to study the historical settings of the problems 

that have occurred, as well as their social and ideological sources. 

Our party has a history of nearly 60 years; it is a large party which 
experienced armed and legitimate struggles iu revolutionary base areas 
and White areas and later took part in 30 years of socialist revolution 
and construction. A large number or cadres have emerged from the complex 
and complicated struggles te augment our party's cadre ranks after 
battling against erroneous manifestations from these struggles. During 
the protracted period of fighting against the enemy and of inner-party 
struggles, scwe cadres made mistakes that were due to subjective and 
objective circumstances. Therefore, in assessing the problems of these 
cadres we must give consideration to the hictorical background and set- 
tings at the time, their approach to the mistakes they made, as well as 
their personal history and all the work they did, so that the nature of 
their problems can be scientifically assessed and judged. If this is not 
done, it will be impossible to make fair and convincing conclusions. With 
regard to historical problems, if decisions were based on the party's 
policies and rules and if there were no new problems after the Cultural 
Revolution, then the original verdicts should be upheld. With regard to 
those comrades who had new problems after the Cultural Revolution, or if 
the original verdicts were not based on facts or were obviously inappro- 
priate, then they should be reexamined and handled accordingly. Similarly, 
regarding those cadres who made mistakes during the Cultural Revolution, 
the complex and complicated circumstances which existed at the time must 
be taken into consideration. It is imperative to distinguish hetween and 
correctly handle the two different types of contradictions ani try as far 
as possible to enlarge the area of education and narrow the target of 
attack. We must be very prudent in cases that call for dismissals from 
party membership and from public posts, as well as cases that require 
arrest and handling according to the law. Borderline cases should be 
handled as contradictions among the people. Comrades who have made mis- 
takes, including those of a serious nature, should be dealt with ‘ccord- 
ing to the policy of learning from past mistakes to avoid future ones and 
curing the sickness to save the patient, and on the basis of being strict 
in criticizing them ideologically and lenient in dealing with them 
organizationally--that is, it is better to be lenient in handling mis- 
takes that were made in the past. With regard to those who made mistakes 
because they had to carry out the wrong directives of their superiors, the 
question of responsibility should not be pursued further. The practice of 
settling old scores should not be encouraged, because this will not bene- 
fit stability and unity and runs counter to established party policies. 
All in all, we must be prudent in dealing with personal problems and 
allow for leeway in drawing the final conclusions. The important thing 
is to renounce the vile practice of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" to 
finish off the cadres with one blow. At the same time, errant cadres 
should be educated with patience, so that they will recognize their 
errors, examine them, summarize experience and draw lessons to avoid 
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repeating the mistakes. We should unite all the cadres that can be 
united, including those who made serious errors and are willing to mend 
their ways, so that they can return to their old positions under the 
guidance of the correct line. 


To carry out the party's cadre policy well from beginning to end, we must 
do penetrating and meticulous ideological work so as to strengchen unity 
and mobilize all positive factors. The tacts of the past 3 years show 
that the majority of comrades are aware of the cardinal principles of 
right and wrong and have the overall situaticnu in mind. Indeed, the 
majority discharge their duties well. Upholding the revolutionary work 
style of giving consideration to the whole situation, stressing unity and 
looking forward, these comrades have won the admiration of the large 
body of cadres. Howev.r, a few of them, or their dependents, have made 
excessive and even unreasonable requests to the organization, making it 
difficult to comply with them. With regard to such comrades, we should 
show sympathy and engage in more meticulous ideological work with them. 
We should uphold party principles and strive to solve problems polit- 
ically. We should try to solve problems that are within reasonable 
bounds. Under the present circumstances, some requests have to be 
rejected, and in such cases a patient explanation should be given. 
Unreasonable requests should not be condoned, and those who make such 
requests should be criticized and educated. The idea is to discourage 
troublemaking even if one has a valid reason for encouraging it. With 
regard to those cases which have been properly handled and those people 
involved who have been given explanations and have been educated, if 
they continue to make trouble, they should be dealt with according to 
the nature of their cases. We must educate everyone to proceed from 
considerations that benefit stability and unity and the modernization 
program, so that everyone will devote himself to the four moderniza- 
tions. 


The current work of carrying out the party's cadre policy throughcut 

the country is without precedent in the history of our party. We must 
be determined to do this work well from beginning to end. Party com- 
mittees at all levels should continue to strengthen leadership over this 
work and insist that the whole party be called upon to handle cases that 
should be rechecked and assist the less advanced inits, so that the work 
of carrying out the cadre policy can be satisfactovily accomplished this 
winter and next spring. 
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OVERCOME L[DEOLOGICAL OBSTACLES, DEEPEN DISCUSSION ON CRITERION OF TRUTH 
HK260754 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 11-14 HK 
[Article by Zhang Chuhan [1728 2504 3352]] 


(Text] By unfolding the discussion on practice being the sole criterion 
for testing truth for more than a year, we have deeply criticized the 
idealist and metaphysical ideological line of Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four" and fundamentally clarified the relationship between the subjective 
and the objective, between consciousness and matter and between theory 
and practice which they had deliberately turned upside duwn. We have 
also defended and upheld Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, restored 
our party's fine tradition of seeking truth from facts, proceeding from 
reality and integrating theory with practice and laid a solid ideologi- 
cal foundation for the smooth realization of the four modernizations. 

The masses vividly describe this discussion as the "golden key" to the 
emancipation of the mind and the “main switch" of all work. In his 
speech at the meeting to celebrate th: 30th anniversary of the founding 
of the PRC, Comrade Ye Jianying again highly appraised the great signifi- 
cance of this discussion and set higher demands on future discussions. 

He pointed out: "We should conduct deepgoing study and discussion on 
the question of the criterion of truth and promote education in the 
dialectical-materialist ideological line on a national scale, on ali 
fronts and in all trades, from the leading organs down to the grass- 
roots.” 


As things stand in Anhui, we must overcome some of the ideological 
obstacles which have not yet been eliminated if we really want to 
deepen the discussion on the criterion of truth. Some comrades dared 
not "chop down the banner" and negate the revolutionary leader; some 
dared not create confusion for fear that they could not wind things up; 
some dared not do anything that would affect production and work. They 
just adopted a wait-and-see attitude and followed "the higher authori- 
ties" in every move. These were what some comrades called the "three 
dare nots and one follow." Of these, the mentality of not daring to 
"chop down the banner" is the principal obstacle. Unless this problem 
is solved, it will be impossible to deepen the discussion on the 
ciiterion of truth. 
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Some comrades who dare not “chop down the banner” said that the discussion 
on the criterion of truth only meant "putting the leader to the test" 
and that “after testing back and forth, even Mc:) Zedong Thought would 
lose its brilliance.” This view actually divorces theory from practice 
and denies the fact that the revolutionary leader emerged from the prac- 
tice of struggle and that revolutionary theory came into being and 
developed in practice. From the Marxist point of view, practice is the 
most authoritative. Our party's theory, line, guiding principle and 
policy all stem from practice and must bz tested dy practice. In trying 
to understand nature and society and in carrying out socialist revolu- 
tion and construction, we must judge what is right and what is wrong 

and disiingish truth from falsehood in accordance with the principle 

of practice being the sole criterion for testing truth. We must uphold 
everything which has been proved in practice to be correct and rectify 
everything which has been proved in practice to be wrong. This alone is 
the earnest attitude of a Marxist, and only in this way can our prole- 
tarian party show its high sense of responsibility toward the people. 
Our party had been doing this all the time and of course must continue 
to do so. Comrade Ye Jianying pointed out: "In the recent period, and 
especially since the third pienum of the llth ;sarty Central Committee, 
seeking truth from facts has solved a number of problems concerning 
right and wrong in major historical issues and the merits of important 
leaders; it has changed or revised some theoretical viewpoints, assess- 
ments of political situations, political slogans and principles and 
policies that do not tally with objective facts; and, in the Light of 
objective reality, it has worked out new Marxist theses and decisions 

on such important matters as the shift in the focus of work of the wiole 
party and nation, the analysis of the domestic class situation and the 
policies and tasks in economic and cultural construction.” This shows 
that we have always upheld the principle of practice being the sole 
criterion for testing truth, proceeded from reality in everything, held 
firmly to truth and rectified our mistakes. This also shows the vigor, 
prosperity and vitality of our party and our revolutionary cause. 


Since practice is the sole criterion for testing truth, the words and 
deeds of a revolutionary leader are nat/:rally subject to the test of 
practice. It is precisely through the test of practice that the masses 
of people have found full proof that Comrade Mao Zedong is a great 
Marxist, a great revolutionary and strategist and the most outstanding 
representative of the great CCP and the great Chinese people. The 
Chinese people will always remember his immortal contributi ns. How- 
ever, leaders are not gods. They are not infallible. Comrade Mao 
Zedong repeatedly said: Since it is hard for a political party or an 
individual not to make mistakes, we must do away with the mistaken 
metaphysical notion that "gold must be pure” and that “man must be 
perfect.” At at enlarged work conference convened by the CCP Central 
Committee in 1962 and attended by 7,000 people, Comrade Mao Zedong made 
a self-criticism when he summed up positive and negative experiences. 
How can we expect Comrade Mao Zedong, who spent his great lifetime 
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leading the Chinese people to wage revolutionary struggles and win great 
victories and who had studied and solved numerous theoretical and prac- 
tical problems, “not to make a single slip at all"? What we are trying 
tc do now is to seek truth from facts and rectify everything which does 
not or does not fully conform to reality in accordance with Comrade Mao 
Zedong's much-emphasized principle of practice being the sole criterion 
for testing truth. We will not mechanically copy those theses which are 
no longer applicable due to changes in time, place and conditions. We 
will also try to clarify the confusion created by Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four,” who weved a red flag to oppose the red flag and mixed up truth 
with falsehood. ‘hese stands are fully in conformity with Comrade Mao 
Zedong's consistent teachings and with the basic spirit of Mao Zedong 
Thought. 


{HK260802] As a common saying goes, “True gold fears no fire." Mao 
Zedong Thought as a scientific system is this kind of true gold. lit is 
precisely after going through the test of practice in revolutionary 
struggles that “we Chinese communists and Chinese people call this 
development of Marxism-Leninism in the Chinese revolution Mao Zedong 
Thought. We hold that all our victories were achieved under the 
guidance of Mao Zedong Thought, without which there would be no new 
China today." "Mao Zedong Thought is not the product of Mao Zedong's 
personal wisdom alone; it is also the product of the wiscom of his 
comrades-in-arms, the party and the revolutionary people. As he once 
pointed out, it emerged from the ‘collective struggles of the party and 
the people.’" (Ye Jianying's speech at the meeting to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the founding of the PRC) To carry forward and defend 
this ideological system, we must continuously test it by practice and 
improve, enrich and develop it through the test of practice. Only in 
this way will the great red banner of Mao Zedong Thought become more 
resplendent, possess boundless vitality and forever maintain its youth- 
fulness. How can we say that Mao Zedong Thought would lose its 
brilliance if we unfold discussion on the criterion of truth? If it 
cannot stand any test and loses its brilliance once it is tested, how can 
it deserve to be called science, truth and the scientific system of Mao 
Zedong Thought? 


Comrades who dared not "chop down the banner” also said that those who 
upheld the criterion of truth were "devoid of simple feelings" and had 
“forgot. en their past sufferings.” This kind of censure simply cannot 
stand scrutiny As we fight our way from darkness to light and undergo 
the change from a life of bitterness to one of happiness, it is very 
natural for us to cherish plain feelings for our own leaders. However, 
plain feelings alone do not make a person a conscious revolutionary. 
Since we communists are militant m terialists, our feelings should rest 
upon scientific grounds. If we depart from science and act with plain 
feelings alone, we are apt to breed feelings of gratitude or resentment 
on account of personal gains or losses and will easily be fooled by sham 
Marxists. When Lin Biao and the “gang of four" vigorously spread modern 
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superstition several yvars ago, some of our comrades lost their discern- 
ment mainly because they acted with plain feelings alone. This was a 
bitter lesson. Some people kept stressing their “affection” for the 
revolutionary leader and regarded the discussion on the criterion of 
truth “with reverence and awe." They were prompted not so much by 
“plain feeiings" as by religious fanaticism and idolatry. This only 
shows their ignorance of science and their lack of culture. Our respect 
for the revolutionary leaders and their doctrines has nothing to do with 
formalistic or mysterious ideas such as “sage” and what not. How right 
is the famous saying “I love my teacher, but most of al' I love truth.” 
We communists respect science and truth more than anvy else. Only 
those who respect science and truth can cheri=" true wve for the revo- 
lutionary leaders and truly hold high their re yolut.onary banner. The 
handful of people who opposed the discussion on the criterion of truth 
on the pretext of having "plain feelings” were merely trying to carry 

on the reactionary ideological system of Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four.” 


We must proceed from actual conditions, seek truth from facts and inte- 
grate theory with practice--this is the heart of the proletarian world 
outlook and the quintessence of Mao Zedong Thought. As Comrade Ye 
Jianying pointed out: "Whether or not to uphold Comrade Mao Zedong's 
dialectical materialist ideological line means, in essence, whether or 
not to hold high the banner of Mao Zedong “hought in earnest." In 
adhering to the principle that practice is the sole criterion for test- 
ing truth, we have upheld the dialectical matertalist ideological line 
and the “root” of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. Those who denied 
that practice is the sole criterion for testing truth only upheld iso- 
lated phrases of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, which was their 
idea of “every sentence is the truth.” They held fast to certain theses 
which are no longer suited to the new circumstances and new situation 
and desperately clung to "the books,” even though it meant giving up 

the scientific system of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and the 
proletarian stand, viewpoint and method. It is they who have truly 
forgotten their past sufferings. 


Some comrades have muddled ideas chiefly because they have not unfettered 
themselves from the viewpoint of “two whatevers.” Some of them still 
think that “both the starting point and the underlying objective of the 
viewpoint of ‘two whatevers' are correct." This shows that the influence 
of the viewpoint of “two whatevers” cannot be underestimited. This view- 
point represents the ideological line of idealism and mecaphysics, or 
“book worship." Those comrades who upheld this viewpoint regarded Mao 
Zedong Thought as an immutable and all-inclusive dogma which is divorced 
from the masses and frem reality, rather than as a system of ideology 
which orijinates from pr.octice and has to be tested by practice in order 
to further develop. They did not think that revolutionary leacors come 
from the masses and have ilesh-and-bloc: ties with the masses. Instead, 
they thought that revolutionary leaders are “geniuses” and “gods.” This 
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ideological system is the same as that of Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four." ‘Unless this system is completely smashed, we will be unable to 
thoroughly eliminate the ultraleftist line, rectify past mistakes, 
study the new circumstances and effectively solve new problems. If so, 
the four modernizations would be just so much idle talk. 





[HK260809] Let us take a look ac the history of the development of 
Marxism. If Lenin had not changed certain conclusions drawn by Marx and 
Engels and adapted Marxism to the actual conditions in Russia, would 
there have been an October Revolution and Leninism? If Comrade Mao 
Zedong had not opposed “book worship" and creatively applied and 
developed Marxism-Leninism in the light of the characteristics of the 
Chinese revolution, would we have Mao Zedong Thought? Comrade Mao 
Zedong once said: "Marxism must necessarily advance; it must develop 
along with practice and cannot stand still. It would become lifeless 

if it were stagnant and stereotyped.” 


The viewpoint of "two whatevers" not onl, represents book worship; tt 
also represents pragmatism. The main feature of pragmatism is "useful- 
ness means truth." This was precisely what those people who upheld the 
viewpoint of “two whatevers" thought. They snatched at some of our 
revolutionary leaders’ instructions and comments which did not conform 
to reality but were useful to them while ignoring those theses and 
directives which conformed to reality but were of no use to them. The 
principle of practice being the sole criterion for testing truth is one 
of the basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. Why did 
they take exception to it? It can thus be seen that the starting point 
of the viewpoint of "two whatevers” is “book worship,” pragmatism and 
religious fanaticism, while its underlying objective is to vulgarize 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought sad turn it into a rigid dogma. 





Some people said: After all, the viewpoint of “two whatevers" is 
prompted by good motives. The advocates of this viewpoint often 
resorted tc this subterfuge to defend themselves. We Marxists believe 
in the unity of cause and effect. We must base our subjective cause on 
our knowledge of the essence of thinge and insist on combining the sub- 
jective with the objective. If a person has good motives but makes a 
mess of everything, can we admire his motives? In the late 1950's many 
of our comrades wanted to achieve "communism" overnight. They undertook 
everything “in a big way" and violated objective laws. As a result, we 
suffered serious setbacks. During the Cultural Revolution many of us 
who wanted te combat and prevent revisionism were fooled by Lin Biao and 
the "gang of four" and learned a bitter lesson. All these facts show 
that, although our motive is not bad, if we do not act according to 
objective laws and seek truth from facts we will not be able to do our 
work well and ‘ill even inflict enormous losses upon our revolutionary 
cause. 
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To deeren the discussion on the criterion of truth, we must not only 
solve problems arising from erroneous thinking but also solve the prob- 
lem of leadership. Leading cadres, especially those in responsible 
positions, must take the lead in emancipating their minds and take a 
clear-cut stand. Leadership has a great deal to do with how well a 
unit, department or region unfolds the discussion on the criterion of 
truth. The situation in various regions shows that units which had the 
attention of leading cadres usually did better in the discussion and 
made faster progress in all branches of work. In place re the lead- 
ing cadres had not emancipated their minds and did not f: w the correct 
ideological line and pay attention to this discussion, things were quiet 
and dull and th- were serious phenomena of ossified or semiossified 
thinking. To lead this discussion well, leading cadres must rid them- 
selves of selfish ideas and give no thought to personal gains or losses. 
Afraid that the deepening of the discussion on the criterion of truth 
would get them into trouble, some leading comrades who had said or done 
something wrong under the influence of the ultraleftist line felt uneasy, 
took a passive wait-and-see attitude and even showed dissatisfaction. 
This is wrong. They should free their minds of apprehension and take 
part in the discussion with nothing on their consciences. What is so 
terrible about putting our former deeds to the test of practice? It: 
will do the party and ourselves good to uphold what is right and correct 
what is wrong. 


To deepen the discussion on the criterion of truth, we must also acquire 
a correct method, that is, the method of integrating theory with prac- 
tice long advocated by Comrade Mao Zedong. [t is on account of this 
fundamental method that the present discussion has been able to achieve 
substantial successes and produce such a great impact over the past year 
and more. Of course, we must also see that there are still drawbacks 
and problems on our road of advance. At present some places have not 
studied the basic principles of Marxism well enough, while some have not 
integrated theory with practice well enough. These problems have to be 
solved. Long confused by Lin Biao and the "gang of four," many people 
still cannot quite understa”d the theoretical meaning of the rudimentary 
Marxist knowledge about practice being the sole criterion for testing 
truth. Not long ago 4a certain unit conducted an investigation among 20 
grassroots-level cadres. According to this investigation, 14 comrades 
believes that there were two criterions of truth: one was Mao Zedong 
Thought and the other was revolutionary practice. Some people asked: 
"You have your practice and I have mine. Can practice solve problems 
Similar muddled ideas must be straightened out theoretically. We must 
again study such works as “Oppose Book Worship,” "On Practice" and 

"Where Do Correct Ideas Come From?" We must also conscientiously study 
Comrade Ye Jianying's National Day speech and the relevant important 
articles which were published in newspapers and magazines. Unless we 
have deepened our understanding, our discussion on the criterion of truth 
is likely to become just another routine affair. The integration of 
theory and practice undoubtedly has a vital bearing on the success or 


" 
? 


21 











failure of this discussion. This discussion will be meaningless if it is 
not related to our own thinking and practice. To integrate theory with 
practice we must understand the party's line, guiding principles and 
policies. For example, with regard to the question of class struggle and 
the principal contradiction in China at the present stage, the question 
of rural economic policies, the question of readjusting, restructuring, 
consolidating and improving the national economy, and so on, we must try 
to achieve unity of thinking in the party through discussion in the 
spirit of the third plenum of the CCP Central Committee and the second 
session of the Fifth NPC. While exposing and criticizing the ultra- 
leftist line of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," we must continue to 
eliminate their pernicious influence on all fronts and persevere in 
setting things right. We must associate ourselves with new circum- 
stances and new problems arising from the four modernizations and sum up 
experiences and lessons learned in building the country during the past 
three decades. In integrating theory with practice, we must firmly 
implement the party's principles and poiicies, fully bring into play our 
enthusiasm, initiative and creativity, dare to think, speak and act ana 
turn the discussion cn the criterion of truth into the driving force of 
all our work. 
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POWER AND TRUTH 
HK240800 Beijing RED FLAC in Chinese No 1l, 2 Nov 79 pp 15-17 HK 
[Article by Li Yanshi [2621 6056 4258]] 


[Text] To do a good job of making up for the missed lesson in the dis- 
cussion on the criterion of truth, it is extremely important that the 
leading cadres take the initiative. At the present stage our party's 
political line is to achieve the four modernizations. This is the 
overriding political task. The responsibility of the leading cadres 
lies in leading the vast numbers of cadres and masses to the political 
line of achieving the four modernizations and substantially doing a good 
job of shifting the emphasis in party work. To accomplish this it is 
imperative to uphold the principle that practice is the sole criterion 
for testing truth, correct the ideological line, smancipate the mind, 
break down forbidden zones and probe into new situations and new prob- 
lems in a truth-seeking and bold way. 


Upholding the principle of using practice as the criterion for testing 
everything is easier said than done. In practice, more often than not, 
we will still encounter some ideological obstructions. A problem that 
calls for clarification among certain leading cadres is whether practice 
or the power of the leaders should be taken as the criterion of truth. 
Although nobody publicly avows that power is the equivalent of truth, in 
real life as well as in work there still are people who take their own 
criteria to distinguish right from wrong and their own preferences to 
decide on what is good and bad. Just as some masses have sneered: "What 
criterion of practice is there? It is still the leaders who have the 
final say! Whoever possesses ,ower will possess truth; whoever has more 
power will hold more truth.” After the discussion concerning the ques- 
tion of the criterion of truth was launched, there was continuing contro~- 
versy in quite a few places over “which has the more power: the consti- 
tution or the county party committee?" These facts show that in actual 
life the problem of taking power as the criterion indeed exists. If this 
problem is not solved, the discussion on the question of the criterion of 
truth cannot be launched in depth. 











Marxism has always held that power and truth belong to different cate- 
gories. Because power is not equivalent to truth, it is fundamentally 
unable to be taken as the criterion for testing truth. What is called 
power is similar to authority; it means a kind of will, with a “premise 
of subjecting" others by coercion, which is possessed by a particular 
class, group or individual, is expressed through certain material means, 
and belongs to the realm of politics. By truth we mean the correct 
reflection of people's thirking about objective things and their laws. 

It belongs to the category of epistemology. These are two entirely 
different things. Yet they are not completely irrelevant to each other. 
Power sometimes reflects the fact that the subjective will completely 
square with the objective. Sometimes they will partially coincide, and 
at other times they will be completely different. Such a situation not 
only varies among the different classes, groups or individuals who con- 
trol power, but also within the same classes, groups and different stages 
of an individual who controls power. Generally speaking, when the land- 
lord class and the bourgeoisie are in the ascendant, the power they and 
their representatives hold will conform in a comparative sense to certain 
interests and demands of the masses of people. [HK240810] When they are 
on the decline, their interests will deviate from the law of social 
development, and their understanding will then be unable to accurately 
reflect objective reality. Thus, the power they hold will not only fail 
to reflect truth but will deviate from it. For example, in the Middle 
Ages the “heliocentric theory" that Copernicus propounded was condemned 
as blasphemous and heretical by the all-powerful Inquisition; Galileo was 
sentenced to life imprisonment for defending the “heliocentric theory"; 
Bruno was ruthlessly sentenced by the Inquisition for proving the cor- 
rectness of the “heliocentric theory” by astronomical means. But practice 
has testified that truth did not lie with the Inquisition, which had 
absolute power, but with defenders of science like Copernicus. If is 
thus clear that holding power does not imply holding truth. 


The situation in which the power wielded by the exploiting class was 
thought to correspond with truth is extremely confined in history. 

Owing to the fact that its class interests conform to the law of social 
development and that it is armed with the scientific weapon of dialecti- 
cal materialism and historical materialism in understanding the objective 
world, the proletariat dares and is able to accurately reflect objective 
things and their laws. Thus, the proletariat and the power of its party 
alone can, within a greater scope and to a higher degree, square with 
truth. However, the power of a class is always entrusted to and exer- 
cised by a political party or individual. While the specific individual 
exercises the power, he needs to go through a process whereby he under- 
Stands the objective world. In this process he will still be subject 

to the limitations of scientific and technical conditions and the 
development of the objective process and its degree of manifestation. 
Therefore, the power in his hands may not be able to completely reflect 
the objective truth at all times. 
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The power in the hands of our leading cadres is the incarnation of the 
will of the proletariat, mandated by the party and the masses of people. 
If they have a higher sense of responsibility to the party and the 
people, closely link with the masses, develop democracy, pay attention 
to investigations and research and strictly handle affairs according to 
objective laws, then they will be better able to reflect and defend what 
is true. Under these circumstances, the higher one's position, the more 
comprehensively will one understand things. If people divorce them- 
selves from reality and the masses and handle affairs according to wish- 
ful thinking rather than objective laws, they will inevitably deviate 
from truth in every way, doing many foolish things and making mistakes. 
Under these circums’ ances, the more powerful the person, the more harm 
he will bring to the people. All these things clearly show that power 
and truth are by no means equal. In no way must we take the power in our 
hands as the truth, thinking that truth lies in power. Nor should we 
permit abuses of power. A power cult is bound to change into its oppo- 
site. In the Great Cultural Revolution, Lin Biao and the “gang of four" 
possessed very great power. Some people believed that since they had 
power they had truth. Consequently, these pecple were taken in. 


Truth is objective. There is no differen’ iation between the noble and 
the low in the understanding of truth. Power will not bring truth to 
its holder. Owing to their rich practical experiences, truth often 
rests in the hands of the working people but not of the leaders. As 
Lu Xun rightly pointed out: "Though the man .n the street knows 
neither classics nor history and does not undurstand the principle of 
looking for flaws in virtues or finding the truth amid the unwanted, 
he does know how to judge from the general condition, to distinguish 
black from white and to differentiate right from wrong, which many 
lofty and sensible scholar-officials are no match for." (Draft of "An 
Undecided Title’) Whether a certain opinion is true does not depend on 
who the speaker is. Nor does it hinge on the extent of power or posi- 
tion one holds. Everyone is equal before the truth. The superior or 
the inferior, the leaders or the led, the cadres or the masses can all 
equally obtain truth. There is only one truth. The question of who 
holds the truth has, in the fina! analysis, to be tested by practice. 


[HK240815]}] We must advocate submission to truth. In no way should 
leaders demand absolute suboriination of the Lower levels on the grounds 
that the former have greater power. Whoever possesses truth will be 
obeyed. Whether he is a worker, toiler of the land, nightsoil carrier, 
coal miner or streetcleaner, as long as truth lies in his hands he will 
be obeyed. There is no reason to obey him if truth does not lie with 
him, even if he is an "official" in a very high position. To require 
the lower party organizations to show absolute obedience to the higher 
and closely and haphazardly follow the superior is a new type of 
obscurantism and slavishness. 


25 

















Lenin, the teacher of the proletarian revolution, provided us with «# 
shining exasc!s* in this regard. He would not take advantage of his high 
prestige to put forward all his viewpoints as the truth which the whole 
party had to follow. He would modestly adopt the correct opinion of 

the masses to correct his own faults. For example, when Kerenskiy was 
in power in September 1917, the Socialist Revolutionaries and the 
Mensheviks convoked a .emocratic conference and established a preparlia- 
ment in a vain attempt to assist the bourgeoisie in ousting the soviets., 
In the absence of Lenin the Central Committee of the Russian Communist 
Party (Bolsheviks) called for a meeting at which they decided not to 
break up the democratic conference. They also decided to forge ahead on 
the road toward consolidating the soviets, preparing for the convening 
of the "All-Russian Congress of Soviets” and an armed uprising. On 
learning this, Lenin put forward some different opinions, calling for 
the immediate breakup of the democratic conference and the arrest of its 
representatives. Taking practical corsiderations into consideration at 
that time, the comrades directly participating in the struggle rejected 
his proposal. When the "All-Russian Congress of Soviets" and “he armed 
uprising were successfully stiged later under his leadersi:.‘»o, venin made 
a frank confession that his original opinions were wrong. Such a spirit 
of modesty in Lenin in learning from the masses and resolutely submitting 
to truth is really worth ov~ lesrning. 


Practice means the practice of thousands and millions of people. If 
truth is thorough, it will be able to convince the masses and be accepted 
by most people. Thus, upholding the criterion of practice is the same 
as upholding democratic centralism and the mass line. If we really 
uphold democratic centralism and the principle that “the minority is 
subordinate to the majority” and allow for the minority to fully expound 
on and reserve their opinions, the understanding thus gained will gen- 
erally be more correct. Even though there will be mistakes, they can be 
more swiftly and more easily discovered ard corrected. However, if we 
engage in patriarchism and the practice of rule by the voice of ~ne man 
alone, the principle of democratic centralism will be undermined. Even 
if a majority is temporarily formed for various reasons, it will only be 
a fictitious phenomenon. Under the circumstances, the democratic prin- 
ciple that “the minority is subordinate to the majority" will become the 
pretext for compelling truth to submit to power. In reality, it is the 
majority which submits to the minority, truth to power. Therefore, our 
leading cadres at various levels must correctiy handle and wield the 
power entrusted to them by the people, eradicate “the belief that the 
leaders are wise," go deep into the realities of life, carry out investi- 
gation and research, closely link with the masses, attentively listen to 
the views of the masses, be sure to make use of power to reflect truth 
and bring the subjective and the cbjective together. By thus doing a 
better job and making fewer mistakes, we can work for the interests of 
the people and make more contributions to the realization of the four 
modernizations. 
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QUESTIONING AND ARGUMENT 


HK271329 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 1l, 2 Nov 79 pp 17-19 HK 
[Article by Jiang Niant.io [1203 1819 3447}] 


[Text] Over 2,000 years ago our great poet Qu Yuan wrote a book 
entitled “Questions Asked of Heaven," which raised 172 questions at one 
time. Many questions and arguments were put forward about the slave- 
owning class' traditional concepts of the universe, the elements and 
history. These questions provided food for thought and subjects of 
study for subsequent scientists and philosophers. By the time of the 
Tang dynasty, Liu Zongyuan summed things up and wrote “Answers to Ques- 
tions Asked of Heaven,” initially giving some materialist answers. With 
the scientific advances of today we can give more accurate answers to 
the questions raised by Mr Qu Yuan than those provided by Liu Zongyuan. 
But there still remain many questions that should be studied and examined 
by scientists and philosophers. 


From the appearance of "Questions Asked of Heaven" to the writing of 
"Answers to Questions Asked of Heaven" and the emergence and development 
of modern sciences, we can see that raising one or many new and profound 
questions in the history of human knowledge is of great significance in 
the development of knowledge. Raising questions or expressing doubts, 
generally speaking, means pondering, weighing or examining traditional 
doctrines, theories or concepts. It is the starting point for enriching 
and developing an original doctrine, the beginning of the negation of an 
old theory and the formation of a new one, the stimulation of a new con- 
cept and an indispensable link in reconciling subjective views with 
objective factors in the process of cognition. Whether questioning or 
doubting things can produce the anticipated results depends chiefly on 
whether it is based on new practical experience. All doctrines, 
theories or concepts that can stand the test of being examined will 
become all the more reinforced and consolidated after being questioned. 
All those that cannot stand the test will give way to new doctrines, 
theories or concepts. If the old is not questioned but slavishly 
followed, such doctrines, theories or concepts can only become ossified 
and cannot be developed. In addition, they will not be able to explain 
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and guide the development of practice. Just as a Chinese saying goes: 
"If you want to gain knowledge, you must not be above asking questions." 
We are indebted to the ancients for their understanding of simple dialec- 
tics and for their adage, marked with dialectical thinking, "Gain knowledge 
and ask questions." To gain knowledge is to carry on and affirm tradi- 
tional doctrines. To ask questions is to question and negate traditional 
doctrines. From time immemorial, knowledge has developed unevenly in the 
clash between affirming the correct and negating the incorrect. Once 
questions are raised, there must be answers. Drawing on traditional 
doctrines for answers can no longer be justified, since this leaves 
questions unsolved. Instead we must draw on new facts and new principles 
as answers. With new facts established and new principles formulated, 
knowledge can enter a new stage. Therefore, what we fear is the absence 
of profound questions raised by our predecessors, not their existence; 
the lack of such questions, not their plentifulness. Einstein said: 
"Raising a question often counts more than solving a question, because 
the latter may only be a mathematical or experimental accomplishment. 

On the other hand, raising new questions and new possibilities or view- 
ing problems from a new angle calls fos creative imagination and is an 
indication of real scientific progress." He played down the importance 
of solving questions but stressed the imporvance of raising questions. 


Raising questions about traditional doctrines, theories or concepts is 

a natural phenomenon in the development of the history of human 
knowledge. The developing objective world often confronts people with 
some originally unnoticed and hidden problems. In practice, people 

find certain facts and principles not fully compatible with traditional 
patterns of interpretation and have to question and examine them. The 
Chinese saying, "People will not fail to apply the spade where the road 
surface is uneven; people will not fail to question what is wrong,” puts 
the questioning and examination of things in absolute terms. The prob- 
lem is: Since history and practice have posed new problems to life, who 
has the courage to raise a question and turn a new page in history when 
all the others either look the other way or do not give a damn or eye 
each other indecisively? Here, not only brilliant knowledge but plenty 
of guts are required, since questioning traditional theories or concepts 
is bound to arouse opposition from traditional forces and open one up to 
such charges as “a rebellious son or an officia! serving two bosses" and 
"a wild fox with unorthodox views." The culprit may even find his life at 
Stake. Yet it is the very footprint or bloodstain left by such a brave 
doubter or "rebel" that provides a starting point for successors in 
criticizing and developing new concepts. While rejoicing over a new 
scientific theory, we can never forget our debt to the original doubter 
of an old theory. Without questions, new theories could not have been 
‘ormed. 


However, raising questions cannot thus put an end to the old stage of 
knowledge. Only the formation of a new tieory marks the beginning of a 
new stage. Raising questions produces the sparks of new thinking but not 
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flames intense enough to burn down the edifice of old thinking. The 
seeds of a new concept often fail to peep from under the hardy rocks 
formed by old concepts. New embryos are likely to die prematurely 

when confronted with old ones. With questions raised, an old theory 
shows initial signs of collapse. But unless a new theory takes its 
place, its defenders will readily repair all the damage done. There- 
fore, questions remain to be developed and must be followed up with the 
formation of new ideas. Only with the formation of new theories can we 
insure the destruction and elimination of old ones. Before the 1/th 
century there existed in medical circles the erroneous idea that one 
kind »f blood flowed from the liver to the right ventricle of the heart 
and thence to the lungs and the general system by the veins, and that 
another flowed from the left ventricle to the general system by the 
arteries. [HK271340] Such a concept was claimed to have been proven 
for over a thousand years. Though it was questioned and criticized 

at various times by Servetus, Vesalius and ocher scientists, it remained 
current because of a lack of a new theory. Not until Harvey in Britain 
(1578-1€57) discovered the circulation of the blood was the traditional 
doctrine of blood flowing from the liver to the general system upset. 
Many instances like this tell us that, while raising questions is praise- 
worthy, what counts more is putting forward ideas. Raising questions 
shows that something is wrong with old theories; putting forward theories 
spells the collapse of old ones. Raising questions makes one have some 
doubt; putting forward theories gives one enlightenment. Raising ques- 
tions gives opz a sense of loss; putting forward theories gives one 
something new to fall back on. Raising questions makes one “look for 
someone in 4 sea of humanity"; putting forward theories makes one "look 
up to find the person he wants right before him." Raising questions is 
digging a hole from under a frozen river; putting forward theories is 
riding a speedboat through an icy stream. Riauising questions is tinkering 
with reclamation on a desert; putting forwar«! theories is planting thou- 
sands of mulberry trees and bamboo plants in the fields or cultivating 
thousands of rows of peach and plum trees! 


Comrade Mao Zedong said: "When something wrong has been universally 
abandoned by mank: 1d and a certain truth has been universally accepted 
by mankind, a stii.l rewer truth is struggling with new erroneous views. 
Such a struggle will never eni." ("On the Correct Handling of Contra- 
dictions Among the People”) [his is a law governing the development of 
truth and an embodiment of tie law of negation in the process of cogni- 
tion. Regarding erroneous views and theorie:, we should of course pro- 
ceed from reality and have the courage to doubt and negate them, thus 
forming new opinions and theories. Based on new experiences and experi- 
ments, we should also again examine even those correct theories and 
truths to check whether they agree with new -onditions. If they do not, 
we must change, consolidate and develop them. This is because, whether 
in the natural or the social sciences, truth is relative. There is no 
truth in the world chat has no part which cannot be negated. Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought is truth, and its basic principles cannot 
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be doubted. But it is not the final truth. It provides us with the 
weapon and the means to further pave the way for knowing new truths and 
guides us in forming new theories. To form new theories we must check 
what is out of date in an original theory and take this as a basis for 
the starting point and growth of a new theory. Both Lenin's theory 
about the proletarian revolution being capable of winning victory first 
in one or several countries and Comrade Mao Zedong's theory of "the 
countryside encircling the city" paved the way for negating old ideas 
and forming new theories. If we do not doubt any of the ideas of the 
revolutionary teachers and follow them to the letter, then we appear to 
be showing great loyalty to revolutionary teachers. However, we are 
actually neglecting Marxism-Leninisn-Mao Zedong Thought and using a 
subtle means to ossify this thought. With the development of practice 
and the emergence of new things, individual arguments which are incom- 
patible with new conditions but are used to support an original theory 
are likely to increase. This is nothing strange. Only by repudiating 
these arguments which are incompatible with new conditions can we create 
theories that promote the development of practice. Only then can we 
make revolutionary truth maintain its youthful vitality. Therefore, at 
a time when a thousand boats are sailing in competition and ten thousand 
streams are flowing in competition, we should be sufficiently prepared 
ideologically to get rid of inappropriate arguments and accept new argu- 
ments that help Chinese-style modernization, We should also cherish the 
spirit of pressing on irresistibly from a commanding height, as advo- 
cated by Comrade Mao Zedong. We must have the courage to destroy and 
build and the courage to ask and answer questions. Only in this way can 
we do justice to the mission of the era and to the mission with which we 
have been charged by revolutionary teachers to develop revolutionary 
practice and theories. 
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A PLONEER IN EMANCIPATING THE MIND, A MODEL IN UPLOLDING THE TRUTH--IN 
MEMORY OF THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF COMRADE LI DAZHAO'S BIRTHDAY 


Beijing RED FLAG in C’.inese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 20-25 
[Article by Zhu “.aosen [2612 0829 2773)] 


[Text] The .ate 29 October of this year marks the 90th anniversary of 
the birth f Comrade Li Dazhio, pioneer of our country's communist 
movement 


Comrade Li Dazhao was the first Marxist and disseminator of Marxism 

ir our country; he was one of the founders of our party; and he was a 
proletarian revolutionary of the older generation who once played a 
major role in the history of our party. To rescue the motherland from 
its peril, to liberate the Chinese nation from its suffering and to 
attain the great ideal of carrying out the proletarian revolutionary 
cause and realizing communism, he upheld “the spirit of a river that 
flows continually in one direction and a firm and bold vision" (see 
"Selected Works of Li Dazhao"; the other quotations in this essay are 
from the same book unless otherwise specified) and courageously sought 
the truth amid the eternal darkness; he struggled unyieldingly and 
advanced in the face of the raging wind and waves; he fearlessly sowed 
the seeds of revolution in the old society in which jackals and wolves 
held sway; and he defied personal danger in blazing a path “beset with 
difficulties” until he "faithfully shed his loyal blood” and offered up 
his precious life. His glorious deeds would forever imprint themselver 
deeply in our hearts, and his revolutionary thinking and deeds of strug- 
gle formed a valuable piece of historical legacy for our country's 


people. 


Comrade Li Dazhao was a pioneer of our country's communist movement. 
Great leader Comrade Mao Zedong, his close comrade-in-arms Comrade 

Zhou Enlai, as well as many proletarian revolutionaries of the older 
generation such as Chen Yi, Lin Boqu, Zhang Tailei, Deng Zhongxia, 

Zhao Shiyen, Chen Qiaonian, Fan Hongjie, He Menghong and Gao Junyu, 

were all once nurtured and influenced by him. This was originally a 
historical fact. But Lin Biao, the "gang of four" and that “theoretical 
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authority” regarded this as an important obstacle to their attempt to 
promote modern blind worship. They tried with all their might to 
vilify and impatiently aimed at tcppling Comrade Li Dazhao, who long 
had sacrificed himself heroically for the revolution, and cleared the 
path for their new deification mvement. Now we can swe clearly this 
new deification m»voment: Under the pretext of setting up the leader, 
they were in actual fact settinj; themselves up. This group of sly 
careerists and conspirators were precisely attempting in vain to make 
use of the modern blind worship which they created to push their feudal 
fascist dictatorship, topple a large group of veteran proletarian revo- 
lutionaries, ascend the throne of supreme authority and realize their 
pipedream of “changing the dynasty.” 


Superstition has always been the antithesis of truth. Precisely 
because this is so, a true revolutionary invariably must possess a 
dauntless spiri. of pursuing the truth and not fearing sacrifice. He 
should have the courage to shake off the bonds of old ideas, resolutely 
shatter the spiritual shackles that obstruct the people's awakening and 
progress, oppose all forms of superstition and prejudice and let new 
scientific ideas spread. This was what Comrade Li Dazhao cid at the 
critical juncture when a fierce transformation was about to take place 
in the old China and in the first great movement of ideological emanci- 
pation in the modern history of our country. He explicitly announced: 
"The highest ideal in life is che pursuit and attainment of the truth.” 
To rescue the nation and the people from their peril and to "search for 
my ideal China and a youthful China,” he dauntlessly and unflaggingly 
sought the truth of saving the nation and the people. Finally, through 
the painful experiences and lessons ef successive failures in the 
revolution and through repeated comparisons of and penetrating reflec- 
tions on the various teachings and doctrines, he found Marxism-Leninisn. 
Once he had found the scientific truth of Marxism-Leninism, he struggled 
for and dedicated his life to it without the least hesitation. He truly 
manifested “the courage to go after it,” “an untiring effort to achieve 
ic” and "a readiness to shed blood in order to follow it"! His life was 
a life in which he continued to pursue the truth, emancipate the mind, 
shatter superstition and advance forever; it is also a life in which he 
“shouldered righteousness on his iron shoulecers and wrote articles with 
his wonderful pen,” a life in which he spared no effort in disseminating 
the truth, guarding the truth and struggling for the truth. 


In the great life of Comrade Li Dazhao in struggling for the truth, what 
is there that is worthy for us to learn? 


Oppose All Forms of Blind Worship 


lua Comrade Li Dazhao's view, to “attain the truth" we must first oppose 
all forms of blind worship. 
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The first great movement of ideological emancipation in the history of 
China's modern revolution--the New Cultural Movement--began following 
the founding of the journal NEW YOUTH (the first issue was called YOUTH 
JOURNAL) in September 1915. The Enlightenment Movement that thoroughly 
opposed feudalism held high the two revolutionary banners of “democracy” 
and “science,” waged fierce offensives against feudal ideology, culture, 
ethics and moralit,; and emancipated many people from the bonds of old 
feudal ethics and old morality. This created the ideological condi- 
tions for Caina's progressive elements to react swiftly to the influence 
of the October Revolution and blazed a broad path for the dissemination 
of Marxism-Leninism in China. Comrade Li Dazhao was one of the initia- 
tors of the Ma Fourth New Cultural Movement, and he represented the 
most thoroughgoing orientation of this movement. He realized that if 
our country's people wanted to obtain the revolutionary truth and rescue 
the nation we must first of all shatter the layers of feudal ideological 
shackles and sweep away the feudal ignorance in the minds of the people. 
And since "in those days the ruling class indoctrinated students with 
Confucian teachings and compelled the people to venerate all the trap- 
pings of Confucianism as religious dogma" (Mao Zedong, “Oppose Stereo- 
typed Party Writing”), the foremost task of the ideological revolution 
at that time was to shatter the feudal blind worship of Confucius and 
Confucianism. 


As early as the spring of 1916, not long after the launching of the 

New Cultural Movement, in his important antifeudalist article "The 
Common Way of the People and Politics,” Comrade Li Dazhao specifically 
discussed the necessity to oppose the people's blind worship of 
Confucius for over 2,000 years. He incisively pointed out: Many 
people have excessively praised our country's rules and regulations, 
virtues, manners, rules and punishments throughout the ages, in par- 
ticular the cardinal guides and virtues which Confucius formulated and 
which were “overelaborate splendor, beautiful and profuse." “The 
people regard the fine words and deeds of sages as unalterable principles 
and dare not violate them,” and they fail to realize that "what they 
believe to be exclusive is actually commonplace, and what is beautiful 
and profuse is the source of bias." Precisely because of the poisoning 
by such antiscientific and antiprogressive feudal blind worship, many 
people have cherished an extremely obstinate ideology: “Follow our 
predecessors, take after the old and learn the conventions; we are con- 
tent that we do not know. When we talk, we allude to Yao, Shun, Yu, 
Tang, Wen, Wu, Zhou and Kong; and when we look for meaning, we go to 
the ‘Book of Poetry,’ the "Book of Manners’ and the ‘Spring and Autumn 
Annals.’ If we do not shatter such a feudal spiritual shackle, our 
people will develop inertia in their “ability to think and discriminate" 
and will never be able to "revive their spirit and renew it"! 


Comrade Li Dazhao further summed up the experiences and lessons in this 
aspect of mankind's history over the past several thousand years and 
pointed out accordingly: There were some nations in the world, which 











enjoyed a long history and ancient kingdoms which were once culturally 
developed. But as a result of their blind worship of saints and sages, 
their politics :radually deteriorated, and this finally resulted in the 
disaster of their kingdoms’ overthrow. ([t was precisely so, too, that 
“our China was weakened by the birth of Confucius" and that “our China 
was both fortunate and unfortunate to have Confucius.” As a result of 
blindly worshipping “previous sages," the people “subjected their common 
ways to the wisdom of the sages" and “led a passive life." Used to 
“bowing reverently and toadying to" the “remains” and prustrating them- 
selves before the sages and the “classics,” they did not realize that 
there were new historical missions and new ideals. What a sad fact and 
what a profoundly stirring lesson this was! 


Comrade Li Dazhao also pointed out: It was precisely such feudal blind 
worship that provided the opportunity for careerists and conspirators. 
The bandits and hypocrites of many ages, such as Yuan Shikai, precisely 
employed "the names of Yao, Shun, Yu, Tang, Wen, Wu, Zhou and Kong" and 
“measured others by the teachings of previous sages and by the systems 
established by former rulers." They imprisoned the people's wisdom, 
killed the people's ideology when it was at its tender stage, dampened 
the people's will and fettered the people's intelligence. They "showed 
the way of waiting and blocked the road of making a stride forward." 
Then they "acted like robbers and despots” and “seized the opportunity 
to rise abruptly” and attain their aim of usurping power and state. 


Comrade Li Dazhao told the people that they should learn the simple and 
basic truth, and that was: What an “unprecedented and unusual" great 
man said and wrote about might not be suitable for this day. He said: 
"The principles which the ancients formulated might not be suitable 
today, and laws that suited the past might nct suit the future.” 
"Though the fine words and deeds of Yao, Shun, Yu, Tang, Wen, Wu, Zhou 
and Kong have lasted a long time, they might not be appropriate to this 
age.'' Thus, we must cherish the viewpoint of development and must take 
into consideration the factors of time, piac: and situation; we must 
proceed from the present reality and not from the maxim: of "previous 
sages.’ Comrade Li Dazhao wrote later: "The maxims of che sages of an 
age are definitely not unchanging laws. All sacred ways, laws, cardinal 
guides and virtues and famous doctrines can change with the changes in 
living and the demands of society, and these changes are inevitable.” 
The new ideal of a “youthful China” which we fought for was definitely 
not a "static mode” but could only be a lively creativity. It was also 
definitely not a "cast idol" but could only be a living being that was 
forever making progress. Thus, “Confucianisa...is not an eternal and 
unchanging truth.” 


Comrade Li Dazhao raised a cry of warning: Yow the nation's people are 
still bound by the blind worship of Confucius and "dare not speak up." 

[f we continue in this manner, then how will our people and our country 
survive? If we do not find the truth which can truly rescue the nation 
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from its crisis, "then our China will be doomed."' Thus, he enthusi- 
astically called upon the Chinese people to "break through the net and 
stand up, break away from the reins and emancipate themselves, and 
challenge the dying ashes and decay that confuse the people's common 
ways, destroy them and clear them away," and boldly explore the truth 
that would rescue the nation and its people. Only in this way could we 
hope for success in rebuilding the great cause of our motherland. 


At the initial stage of the New Cultural Movement, while they were 
fiercely criticizing the feudal old culture and old morals, some 

people fell into blind worship of the capitalist civilization of the 
West. Comrade Li Dazhao, however, did not. As early as 1916, in his 
famous article “Youth,” he held that it was necessary to ‘break free 
from the net of past history and undermine the imprisonment by stale 
doctrines," and at the same time to get rid of the control of "gold and 
authority" of modern capitalism in order to “recreate the life of the 
nation and revive the youth of the nation" and to “bring civilization 
to the world and happiness to mankind.” 


Precisely because he thoroughly opposed all forms of blind worship, did 
not blindly worship Confucius and feudal culture and morals and did not 
cling madly to capitalist "gold and authority," he was therefore able 
to thoroughly oppo:e all the enemies of the Chinese people. He pro- 
foundly exposed and fiercely attacked the Twenty-One Articles with 
which Japanese imperialism attempted to destroy China, the conspira- 
torial activities of Yuan Shikai in restoring the imperial system and 
the so-called "moderates" who attached themselves to the warlords. It 
was also precisely because of this that he became the first in our 
country to discover the truth of Marxism-Leninism, to sing the paean of 
the October Revolution in our country, to hold aloft the banner of 
Marxism, to blow the bugle of struggle against the anti-Marxist trend 
of thought and to call out most loudly for the May Fourth Movement. 


A Scientific Attitude 


When he advocated opposition to all forms of blind worship, Comrade Li 
Dazhao was not doubting everything, nor was he actire blindly and reck- 
lessly. Rather, he advocated the necessity of a scientific attitude. 
He held that only when we embraced such a scientific attitude could we 
attain the truth. To Comrade Li Dazhao, such a scientific attitude was 
also an attitude of philosophical materialism, a ‘down-to-earth world 
outlook” and an “attitude of seeking the truth." All along, he advo- 
cated the necessity to embrace "an attitude of seeking the truth" in 
work and study. "Such an attitude of seeking the truth, gradually 
nurtured, will penetrate men's hearts and will bring about a conscien- 
tious habit. We must do everything in a down-to-earth manner and must 
not think vain thoughts and indulge in sound and fury, must embrace an 
attitude of seeking the truth and must work in a down-to-earth manner. 
Embracing this attitude in study, we will understand the truth. Embrac- 
ing this attitude in work, we will achieve accomplishments." 
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What is the criterion for the truth? Although at the time Comrade Li 
Dazhao could not explain it, he pointed out explicitly: “When we write 
about society, we must have a sincere belief in what we do and not 
leave anything out; we must examine a matter and make proper inferences 
accordingly.... Of the two, going by the facts is more important." 

In dealing with a matter and analyzing a principle, “we are seeking the 
realm of truth." We can by all means ignore those who accuse us of 
"destroying the saints and going against the law" and ignore those 
doctrines that forbid us to “depart from the classics and rebel against 
orthodoxy"! He was consistent in what he alivocated. Later, in dis- 
cussing the stucy of history, he also repeatedly emphasized that our 
tasks should be: "1l) sort out the facts and look for accurate proofs; 
and 2) understand the facts and ascertain the truth of its [history's] 
progress." 


Why is it neccessary for us to adopt a down-to-earth manner, examine the 
facts and proceed from reality? Comrade Li Dazhao said: "We must know 
that, while the world gives man chances, there must be some limitations 
hidden behind these chances. We must know these limitations and must 
sometimes submit to them." In our own words today, this means that, 
while giving us the opportunity to bring our subjective flexibility into 
play, the objective world inevitably also imposes objective laws on us. 
We must understand and abide by these laws and act in accordance with 
objective laws. Thus, Comrade Li Dazhao emphasized: We must “obtain a 
philosophical wisdom that will guide us on the road of life" and enable 
men to work and live rationally. 


To embrace a scientific attitude in exploring the truth that would 
rescue the nation and its people, Comrade Li Dazhao particularly advo- 
cated the necessity to conscientiously sum up previous historical 
experiences. He held that "our future" should be "created through our 
utilization of previous materials and our present labor."' Only when we 
understand the past more clearly could we see our future path more 
clearly. History was like a tall building: "only when it had laid a 
firm foundation could it rise up. Only when we had viewed all the 
treasures displayed on each floor could we have a clearer view, when 
we reached the top and looked about us, of the infinite future vista 
and the inexhaustible world outlook." Conscientiously summing up 
historical experiences is also a scientific attitude which we should 
have. ‘Such a scientific attitude results in our down-to-earth world 
out look." 


Comrade Li Dazhao also linked science with democracy. He held that 
exploring the truth was definitely not the affair of one or two people. 
Thus, to understand the truth we must trust the masses, mix with the 
masses and respect the creative spirit of the masses. An important 
aspect that determines whether a form of politics is good or bad is to 
see whether or not its system and its customs can educate and guide the 
masses and at the same time allow them to use their independent thinking 
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to judge whether an issue is correct or incorrect, or is successful or 
unsuccessful, to weigh and verify whether a doctrine, advocation, opin- 
ion and method conforms to the truth, and to undertake new inventions, 
discoveries and creations. Only in this way can we govern a modern 
state well. Otherwise, "though our talk about politics is grandiose," 
“our readiness to govern is far from being realized." Also, precisely 
because of this, we must not employ methods of prohibition and dicta- 
torship toward ideas and toward "the study of a doctrine" and the 
“worship of a doctrine." Rather, we should criticize “ignorant exclu- 
sion and self-deceiving obedience." 


Comrade Li Dazhao not only talked about a scientific attitude but also 
adopted such an attitude. Proceeding from the real situation in China, 
he employed the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism and carried out 
studies in breadth and in depth. For instance, regarding the suppres- 
sion and exploitation of the Chinese working class and the situation of 
the workers movement, he not only conducted penetrating investigations 
and study but also personally took part in the practice of the workers 
movement. From this he derived the following accurate conclusion: "Now, 
when China is under the suppression of capitalist imperialism, look at 
the bourgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie and the intellectuals; who can 
put up resistance? Only the proletariat can. Only the proletariat are 
the vanguards in the national revolution." On the question of the 
peasants’ land, he also made great efforts. He carefully examined and 
studied the large amount of statistical data from the Zhou, Qin and Qing 
dynasties all the way down to the agricultural and commercial departments 
of his time, as well as from the peasant movement in Guangdong to the 
peasant armed organizations--the Red Gun Society and the Green Cun 
Society--of Shandong, Hebei and Shaanxi provinces. On this basis he 
made relatively accurate analyses and reached relatively accurate con- 
clusions. He also rendered contributions to integrating the universal 
truth of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese 
revolution. 


The Courage To Persevere in the Truth 


Comrade Li Dazhao held that, to “attain the truth," we must have the 
courage to persevere in the truth and in struggling for the truth. Just 
as he summarized his life in his “Autobiography Written in Jail," he said: 
"I am confined to writing, but I wili strive for the cause of the nation's 
emancipation. I practice what I believe in, I make an effort to do what 

I know and I do not care whether I am rewarded or condemned." 


As early as 1917, when he was still a revolutionary democrat, he propa- 
gated the view that "instead of worshipping Confucius, the people of 
today should believe in the truth,” and he was "met with an outcry of 
accusations aud criticized for treason." He then solemnly declared that 
"what I say is the truth. Though it may not be accepted by society for 
the time being, and though I may not be accepted, yet I so love the 
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truth that I dare not hesitate and try to please society; if wat I say 
is against the truth, then, though society may welcome what I say for the 
time being and treat me with importance, yet I so love the truth that I 
dare not chime in with others in order to please this society." He 
clearly expressed his resolute attitude of ardently loving the truth 

and willingly offering up his life for the truth. 


He held that “it is better for a person to be despised by the world for 
his sincerity than to be accepted by the world for his betrayal of his 
own heart." This is because “the former will be free from self- 
deception while the latter will be an act of deceiving the people." 

If we have really discovered the truth, then we “do not have to care 
what society says, whether society calls it unalterable truth or con- 
demns it as heresy." We must understand that “the unalterable truth of 
the past and present may not necessarily be everlasting, unalterable 
truth, and heresy likewise may not always be heresy." He passionately 
praised the noble spirit of persevering in the truth of people like Li 
Zhan, who, in criticizing Confuc’anism, “went all out to attack absurdi- 
ties and refused to go along with the old ethics of men, which ended in 
his own imprisonment and in the burning of his books," and who was still 
able to "honor his own works as ‘burned books" and assert his own belief." 
Comrade Li Dazhao also cited the examples of many enlightened thinkers 
and philosophers to illustrate the fact that always, at the dawn of a 

new civilization and a new popular ideolocy, there were some people who 
"defied world opinion," "courageously wrote about their fresh ideas, 
attacked current politics, criticized old systems, negated the moral of 
idol worship, cursed formalistic worship and smashed all outworn things 
in history" and declared that they would rebuild the nation. Only after 
that did "the reputation of their nation and the splendor of their 
civilization" "amaze the world." Thus, he advocated: "The civiliza- 
tion of youths is a civilization of struggle." "In the youth's dic- 
tionary, the word ‘hardship’ does not exist; in the mouth of the youth, 
the word ‘obstacle’ does not exist." We should "know only how to leap 
forward and how to gallop” on the road of the truth! 


To seek the truth, persevere in the truth and disseminate the truth, 
Comrade Li Dazhao asserted that we must oppose a kind of feudal 
"hereditary nature of taking examinations.” The so-called “hereditary 
nature of taking examinations” is an inveterate habit and a bad habit 

of acting merely in accordance with the will of the officer. He said: 
In China there are some people who “have inherited the character called 
the hereditary nature of taking examinations. In any movement, in any 
literature, in any system, in any cause, they embrace some characteristic 
of taking examinations, which is to please the will of the examiner and 
say things that are not after their own hearts.... What they say and 
what they write about are words that aim at pleasing the examiner and 
are irrelevant to their own actual experience in life." Such a “heredi- 
tary nature of taking examinations" has caused us to "become unnatural." 
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It is indeed the enemy of the truth. We must recognize its harmful- 
ness. 


Precisely because Comrade Li Dazhao embraced such courage and deter- 
mination to dedicate his life to the truth, once he understood and 
accepted Marxism, he came forth without the least hesitation. When 
communism was regarded as unpardonable “heresy" and murderous “floods 
and beasts" by our country's newspapers, he publicly pronounced the 
inevitable destruction of imperialism and the inevitable triumph of 
communism. Also, under the guidance of this glorious banner, he waged 
a “resolute struggle against imperialism and the ‘bandits’ world'" of 
its lackeys, "did not waver for a moment” and "did not hesitate a bit." 
"All he had was action, deeds, advances and efforts." Even when he had 
to shed blood, “he was steadfast in his belief." Finally, he majes- 
tically went to his death unflinchingly and practiced what he had con- 
sistently advocated. Even when he was on the enemy's scaffold, he still 
solemnly declared: "You can hang me, but you cannot hang the great 
communism!" He truly lived and died for the truth without flinching! 


Life Is Ever Renewing and One Should Advance With the Times 


Comrade Li Dazhao held that, to attain the truth, we must not be content 
with \ hat we already understand but must continue to study new situa- 
tions and actively obtain new knowledg:. We must achieve the following: 
"Life is ever renewing itself, and one should advance with the times; a 
new page is written after the old continuously." 


This thinking of Comrade Li Dazhao is founded on the historical material- 
ist viewpoint of development. He repeatedly pointed out that history 
only moves forward, history is always moving forward. Even when it 
sometimes appears to regress, it is only a “forward movement in a spiral 
manner and is not repeated stagnation." “The broad road of the evolu- 
tion of the universe is an everflowing river that flows forward and not 
backward. There is always something new to be reached and not something 
old to be restored." That attitude of clinging to the past and advo- 
cating the imitation of the past at present and in the future is only 

an expression of the “deep-rooted” “historical viewpoint of withdrawal 
and movement in cycles” of the Chinese feudal society. Such a histori- 
cal viewpoint runs counter to the direction of the progress of nature 
and reality; it faces the past and loses the future; and it violates the 
original feature of history. Those who persevere in this attitude and 
historical viewpo.*t of facing the past will only become "stragglers of 
the times." 


Comrade Li Dazhao said: ‘Since we acknowledge that the world is pro- 
gressing and history is progressing, then in this progressing world and 
history we should not be pessimistic and should not worship the old." 
We should solemnly and happily create the future. In the light of this 
“progressing historical viewpoint," he clearly pointed out: We must 
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"not let the 'I' of today remain the ‘L' of yesterday." Instead, we must 
"follow the youthful I of now and overthrow the youthful I of the past, 
promote the youthful I of today and usher in the youthful I of tomorrow." 
"Not only should we pursue the white-haired I of today with the youthful I 
of today, but we must let the youthful I of today overwhelm the white- 
haired I of the future." That is to say, we must continuously discard 
the old understanding as well as the understanding which practice has 
proved to be wrong or outdated, and we must obtain new understanding that 
conforms to the current situation and historical task. Only in this way 
can our ideology develop with the development of the truth and advance 
with the advancement of history. 


Comrade Li Dazhao also held that, whether we are pursuing the truth or 
are carrying out revolution, the most important thing is to seize today 
and seize the present. From the time not long after he plunged into the 
revolution until the last few years of his life, he repeatedly discussed 
this issue in many essays. He wrote: "The infinite 'past' resides in 
the ‘present,’ and the infinite ‘future’ derives itself from the 
‘present.'" "The past and the future hinge on the present and extend 
from it. The present is life, the present is the motive force, the 
present is deed, the present is creativity." Thus, the "most precious 
thing in the world is the ‘present’; and the most easily lost is also 
the 'present.' Because it is most easily lost, it is felt to be all the 
more precious." He pointed out that there were two kinds of people who 
“did not love the 'present'’: One kind were those who were dissatisfied 
with all the phenomena of the “present” and therefore cherished the 
thinking of returning to the "past." They felt that the "r csent" was 
always bad and the "past" was always good. Or they were dissatisfied 
with everything about the "present," yet they did not want the “past.” 
They only wanted the "future" and therefore gave themselves over to 
dreams and abandoned the cause which they could strive for at "present." 
The other kind were those who felt that they could live easily under 
"present" conditions. So they did not want to make progress and be 
creative. Of thes: two kinds of people he wrote: "Both could be of no 
use to progress ani were sufficient to impede progress." Then, what is 
the correct attitude? It is to firmly grasp the "present," take this 
year, this spring, this day and this very moment as "the starting point, 
conscientiously sum up the past, strive to study the present situation 
and boldly create the future. 





The age in which Comrade Li Dazhao lived was an age in which our coun- 
try's people were plunged in the depths of misery. It was also an age 

in which our country's people engendered a nw awakening and were 

rising to an astounding revolution. It was also an age in which our 
country's proletariat and its political party emerged as the leader of 
the revolution and in which our country was developing from the old 
democratic revolution toward the new democratic revolution. The changes 
in such an age were extremely acute. Precisely because Comrade Li Dazhao 
embraced the above-mentioned spirit of "advancing with the age," he could 


40 








consistently reflect the revolutionary demands of the broad ranks of 
Chinese people, give prominence to the revolutionary spirit of the age, 
stand in the first rank of the age from beginning to end, and grow from 
an adolescent patriot into an outstanding revolutionary democrat and 
from a revolutionary democrat into a staunch Marxist. This is unusual 
for a person who had once been deeply influenced by the old democracy. 
He continuously revised his insufficient understanding through revolu- 
tionary practice. None of the old ideological influences could prevert 
him from vigorously singing and fiercely advancing on the road of 
Marxism-Leninism from beginning to end! 


We are now launching tne third great ideological emancipation movement 
in the revolutionary history of modern China. In this movement we can 
still take Comrade Li Dazhao as our example and obtain nourishment 
from him. Reviewing the difficulties he faced when he first began to 
fight for the new China, looking around to see the rich foundation we 
have today and anticipating the glorious future of the four moderniza- 
tions, our confidence is strengthened a hundredfold. In commemorating 
the 90th anniversary of the birth of Comrade Li Dazhao, let us recite 
quietly in our hearts his famous words as a way of concluding this 
essay: 


"The future globe will be a world hoisting the red flag!" 
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FURTHER TALK ABOUT THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTY AND LITERATURE AND ART 
HK220600 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Now 79 pp 26-29 HK 
[Treatise on literature and art by Zhou Yang [0719 2254]] 


[Text] RED FLAG recently carried articles dis- 
cussing how the party should exercise leadership 
in literature and art. Many comrades have 
expressed their opinions. This kind of discussion 
is of great significance both in theory and prac- 
tice. The comrades in the editorial department of 
RED FLAG would like me to air my opinions as well. 
For your reference I would like to talk about the 
relationship between the party on the one hand and 
literature and art on the other. 


Ever since the inception of the ideological system of scientific social- 
ism and the international communist movement in the world and the 
emergence of proletarian literature and art, there have arisen problems 
about the relationship between its political party on the one hand and 
literature and art on the other. The first classical writing on this 
relationship was Lenin's article “The Party Organization and the 
Party's Literature." He wrote it shortly after the outbreak of the 

1905 Russian Revolution. At that time on the ideological and cultural 
fronts, the Russian proletariat not only had to continue the struggle to 
throw off the fetters of cultural autocracy imposed by the tsar, but also 
had to wage a staunch struggle against all kinds of liberalist mental 
trends. Lenin put forward the party principle for literature, saying 
that literature must serve the hundreds of millions of laboring people. 
He pointed out that, on the one hand, literature was a "gear and screw" 
in the entire machine of the revolutionary cause; on the other hand, of 
all fields, literature was the one in which "formalism" was the ieast 
desirable. Lenin said that in literary work one should not try to 
"mechanically bring about egalitarianism or unanimity of opinion or to 
make the minority submit to the majority," and that “it is absolutely 
necessary to guarantee for the individual vast room for maneuver in 
which he can pursue originality and personal likings, give scope to his 
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thinking and have his own way as far as the forms and content of crea- 
tion are concerned." These words by Lenin have become so famous that 
they are quoted by many people over and over again. Thus, it is some- 
times unavoidable that some people take a one-sided approach in their 
understanding of these words. It is only a simile to say that litera- 
ture and art is a "screw." Just as Lenin explained, “any simile has its 
defects," and “it will remain so even if we compare the lively activi- 
ties" of literature and art "to the workings of a machine." However, 
this simile has indubitably pinpointed the irrefutable truth that, no 
matter how important revolutionary literature and art may be, it remains 
part of the entire revolutionary cause. Theories such as that of “art 
for art's sake," which put literature and art above everything else, are 
harmful and untenable. Naturally, literature and art is extraordinarily 
important, and there is a "vast world" in which the little "screw" can 
give scope to all its capabilities. Underestimating the role played by 
literature and art and taking the meaning of the word "screw" literally 
will surely bring untold troubles. In his “Talks at the Yanan Forum on 
Literature and Art," Comrade Mao Zedong provided a correct solution to 
the questions of for whom literature and art are intended and how they 
can render their services. He also solved the question of the relation- 
ship between literature and art and the entire revolutionary cause. It 
is very important to obtain a correct understanding of the relationship 
between literature and art and the entire revolutionary cause. We must 
oppose both the tendency of overlooking the importance of politics and 
that of overlooking the importance of art. That is what the struggle 
between the two lines in literature and art means. The correct hand- 
ling of the relations between the two is a matter of importance that 
concerns the success or failure, upswing or decline of socialist lit- 
erature and art. 





To correctly handle the relationship between the party and liter: -ure 
and art it is necessary to correctly forge ties between proletarian 
Statesmen and writers and artists and between party and state leaders 
and workers in literature and art circles. A closer look at the way 
the founders of Marxism and great leaders of the proletariat treated 
writers and artists can help us appreciate the importance of such a 
relationship. Marx and Engels showed great concern for worker-poet 
Georg Weerth. Engels considered him to be “the first and most impor- 
tant poet of the German proletariat" and thought highly of his works. 
Both Marx and Engels had a profound friendship with the great poet 
Heine. Engels called Heine "the most outstanding poet of contemporary 
Germany." Heine was not a proletarian writer, but he wrote the well- 
known poem "Song of the Silesian Workers" in praise of the working 
class. Engels highly valued this poem. Likewise, there was deep 
friendship between Lenin and Gorkiy. Gorkiy's novel "Mother" was the 
first to depict the revolutionary struggles of the proletariat. When 
Plekhanov played down its worth, Lenin gave it a high evaluation and 
defended this great proletarian writer. However, Lenin also sharply 
and sincerely criticized Gorkiy for his errors in the kind of "god 


43 














building" theory he advocated. In addition, during the difficult days 
following the October Revolution, Lenin again criticized Corkiy for his 
ideological vacillation. Those were stern but comradely and enthusi- 
astic criticisms. [HK220605] Comrade Mao Zedong spoke extremely highly 
of the thinking and works of Lu Xun, but he also pointed out the latter's 
drawbacks. In his conversations with and letters to me, Comrade Mao 
Zedong mentioned the fact that Lu Xun unduly emphasized the negative 

side of the image of the Chinese peasant when he gave expression to the 
peasantry in his works, and he neglected the heroic struggles waged by 
Chinese peasants in history; Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out that this 

was because Lu Xun had never participated in any peasant struggle. The 
greatness of Lu Xun has not diminished because of these words of Com- 
rade Mao Zedong. Comrade Mao Zedong never met Lu Xun in his lifetime, 
but he and Lu Xun had much in common. In the words of Comrade Mao 
Zedong, their hearts were linked together. During the anti-Japanese 

war, Comrade Mao Zedong warmly praised plays on historical themes and 

the article "Tercentenary of Jiashen" written by Comrade Guo Moruo. After 
the founding of the PRC, Comrade Mao Zedong not only often wrote poems 
in reply to those written by Comrade Guo Moruo, but also took pains to 
give Guo Moruo a great deal of help in the field of ideology. During the 
anti-Japanese war, Comrade Zhou Enlai made speeches about Lu Xun and Guo 
Moruo. Comrade Zhou Enlai also showed meticulous concern for and 
rendered enthusiastic and sincere help to Comrade Guo Moro on matters 

of ideology, politics and literary and artistic creation. Comrade Zhou 
Enlai adopted the same attitude toward other writers and artists. It 

was a friendly and comradely attitude in which people exchanged notes 

and shared each other's feelings on an equal footing; it was in no way 

a condescending attitude assumed by a superior. Through the attitude he 
maintained toward writers and artists, Comrade Zhou Enlai set an example 
for all leading cadres in the literature and art field. 


The party exercises its leadership in the field of literature and art 
mainly through its correct policies on literature and art and the 
ideological influences exerted by Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. 
Leading comrades must understand the laws governing literature and art 
as well as the special characteristics of writers and artists; they 

must provide better conditions for writers and artists to unfold their 
creative activities and guarantee the freedom of artistic creation and 
academic discussion. Ideologically and politically, leading cadres in 
the fields of literature and art must help writers and artists, but at 
the same time leading cadres must learn from writers and artists and 
become their bosom friends. We must take into account the different 
artistic characters and styles of different writers or artists, suit our 
methods to different conditions, win the trust of writers and artists 
and understand and appreciate the joys or sorrows they experience in the 
course of literary or artistic creation. Artistic production is a 
special kind of spiritual production, the entire process of which takes 
place in the brains of the writers and artists. The brains can be 
likened to a factory. Only the writer or the artist himself can tell 
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when its chimneys smoke, when its furnaces flame and when the fire goes 
out; only the writer or artist can tell the bitter and the sweet of 
literary or artistic creation. We must enable writers and artists to 
observe and learn from the people’s real life, which bubbles ver with 
stirring struggles; we must help them enhance their political consctous- 
ness, keep up their revolutionary drive and tecome perennially young, 
with a stimulating mind for creation. Tie job of providing guidance in 
the field of artistic production requires meticulous care. Going about 
any task in an oversimplified and crude manner or by administrative 
orders is most detrimental to the fulfillment of any task. Leading 
comrades must stand shoulder to shoulder with writers and artists 

before they can insure that the writers and artists can stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the people. Only in this way can our leading comrades 
become the epitome of the leadership of the party. In the field of 
material production, 1. ading comrades must become one with the workers 
and share weal and woe with them before they can mobilize the enthusiasm 
of the workers for production. It is even more so when it comes to 
artistic production. 


In the past 30 years since the founding of the PRC we have accumulated 
both positive and negative experiences in exercising party leadership. 
Facts have proven that when we are providing leadership in the economic 
field we must not violate economic laws but abide by them in our work 
and that to do otherwise will mean failure. In the field of literature 
and art our leading comrades must also observe the laws governing lit- 
erature and art, or else failure will also ensue. Wise leadership does 
not necessarily mean comnaitting no mistakes; wise leadership means being 
good at learning from mistakes and from bitter lessons to raise the 
level of leadership. When a leading cadre is a nonprofessional in the 
field in which he works, he must exert himself to become acquainted with 
the subjects concerned and gradually gain a mastery of them. Leading 
cadres must not be satisfied with a situation in which they remain out 
of their element in the fields of which they take charge; they must 
learn from professionals and gradually turn themselves into connoisseurs. 


In the first i7 years following the founding of the PRC we waged a 
series of struggles aimed at bourgeois and feudalist thoughts about 
literature and art in order to consolidate the socialist economic 
foundation and safeguard the dictatorship of the proletariat. These 
struggles produced certain positive results, but in the process some 
errors were committed. These were, in the main, errors concerning 
ideology, literature and art--the errors of blurring the distinction 
between the two types of contradictions that differed in nature, namely, 
the contradictions among the people and those between ourselves and the 
enemy, and of trying to solve ideological problems by means of adminis- 
trative orders or mass struggle. Our practice has proven that such 
methods are very detrimental to the solution of questions concerning 
the spiritual world and thoughts on literature and art. We used to 
coerce people into submission by building up a momentum in a political 


45 





movement; we failed to convince others through reasoning. Very often the 
result was that we could suppress other people's views but we did not 
convince them. That has hampered the normal development of our litera- 
ture and art. [HK220610]) In past ideological and political movements 
we wrongly criticized some good or mainly good works and unnecessarily 
hurt some comrades who should have been protected. I myself was among 
those who should be held responsible for this, and we should learn from 
such lessons. When Lin Biao and the “gang of four" ran amuc!, out of 
their desire to usurp the supreme power of the party, they on the one 
hand criticized some of our mistakes as revisionist and on the other 
hand took advantage of such mistakes to peddle an ultraleftist line and 
enable the erroneous "leftist" tendency to reach extremely absurd pro- 
pertions. They substituted feudal-fascist cultural autocracy and cul- 
tural nihilism for t.e party's principle of “letting a hundred flowers 
bloom and a ivndred schools contend." They replaced revolutionary 
literature and art with “conspiracy literature and art." They replaced 
dialectical materialism with idealism and metaphysics, distorted and 
adulterated Mao Zedong Thought and turned Mao Zedong Thought into a 
dogma and a means for attacking and deceiving others. They created 
extreme confusion with regard to the relationship between the party and 
literature and art and completely nullified the correct leadership of 
the party in literature and art circles. To restore the fine tradition 
of the party's leadership in literature and art we must further emanci- 
pate our minds and criticize the ultraleftist line pursued by Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four,” modern superstition and all kinds of erroneous 
thinking concerning literature and art. This is a question we must 
solve with regard to the correct leadership in the literature and art 
field. 


Literature and art are by nature the reflection of social life in vari- 
ous times. Literature and art certainly come under the influence of 
the ideology of the ruling class of the times, but they inevitably 
express the thinking and wishes of the people in covert or overt forms. 
During the long period of feudal society in China there was literature 
and art that reflected feudal ideology, literature and art that had 
many affinities with and reflected the democratic wishes of the people, 
as well as folk literature and art that showed great vitality and con- 
cerned itself with the sufferings of the people. Within the feudal 
ruling class there also existed literature and art that gave expression 
to the different periods of rise and decline of feudal society. Among 
the men of letters in feudal society there were writers who made deter- 
mined efforts to write books after being relegated, abused and made dis- 
gruntled; they often won wide acclaim and sympathy from the masses of 
people. In the periods of new democratic revolution and socialist 
revolution, literature and art have increasingly strengthened their 
affinity with the people. Literary or artistic works of any times, 
regardless of their content or form, must first of all be artistic; 
they must be able to , ratify, sadden, inspire or evoke sympathy among 
people to achieve the objectives of literary or artistic works. We set 
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great store by such artistic functions and thoroughly and conscien- 
tiously use literature and art as a means of education and propaganda. 
In exercising its leadership in literature and art the party must 
accord literary or artistic works the position of artistic creations 
and set high standards of artistic achievements for such works. Any 
work that does not measure up to the artistic standards will not be 
abie to appeal to people and attract their interest. Therefore, such 
works will not be capable of performing any educationai function, iet 
alone becoming any weapon of propaganda. The eight so-called “model 
dramas" abusea by the “gang of four" were ..od at the outset. Their 
content became more and more generalized as revisions were made, until 
they became divorced from reality. That was why people feit it increas- 
ingly monotonous and distasteful to be compelled to watch them repeat- 
edly. Efforts by the “gang of four” to make literature and art serve 
their counterrevolutionary political objcctives ended in total failure. 


In the past there was also a tendency toward generalization and over- 
simplification in our understanding of the relationship between politics 
and literature and art. This gave rise to generalization and formalism 
in literary and artistic works and impeded the production of genuine 
works of literature and art. Every historical period in the development 
of the revolution has its specific tasks. At present the overriding 
political task for the entire nation is to concentrate all our efforts 
ra accelerating the realization of the four modernizations. Naturally, 
people in literature and art circles cannot keep themselves aloof from 
it. On the contrary, Literature and art must take an active part in it 
and help promote ‘*. There are many ways in which writers and artists 
can help. They can create works on revolutionary historical themes or 
ancient historical themes, or they can choose any other subjects. 
Socialized production and modern living naturally require a diversity 
of subject matter, forms and styles for literary and artistic creations, 
because modernization means, first of all, high speed, fast development, 
rapid progress and changes so numerous that our eyes cannot take them 

in all at once. It goes without saying that people living in such an 
environment have manifold demands on literature and art. If we restrict 
our writers and artists in the way of subject matter or methods of 
writing, we will be running counter to the needs of our people. There- 


fore, one oressing tasks we currently face in providing guidance 
in the fa terature and art is to free literature and art from 
all kinds ot ological shackles and break through all sorts of arti- 


ficially estabiished forbidden zones. 


[HK220615] Some time ago in Shanghai there was a discussion on whether 
literature and art were implements for class struggle. Are literature 
and art an implement for class struggle at all times? This question 
deserves a brief explanation. First of all, it must be acknowledged 
that both literature and art and classes are products of human history. 
Class struggle is only related to certain stages of human historical 
development. Art existed well before humanity was divided into classes. 





This was primitive art. When classes had not emerged, how could art 
become an implement for class struggle? Judging from the level of pro- 
duction at that time, primitive art was at best one of the expressions 
for fishing, hunting, livestock breeding or tribal strife. After the 
inventioa of written language, literature and art began to bear the mark 
of various class ideologies. In class society literature and art enter 
into a relaticaship with claws struggle. As the proletariat changes 
from a class in itself into a class for itself, the relationship between 
literature and ari and class struggle becomes closer in accordance with 
the degree of intensity of class struggle. Literature and art often 
serve as an implement of class struggle. However, in the future, when 
classes are eliminated and class struggle ceases to exist, literature 
and art will not come to an end or disappear. Even at the peak of class 
strugule, literature and art has various functions and uses besides 
being an implement for class struggle. First of all, literature and art 
must satisfy the people's needs in their spiritual life. Socialist 
society must insure the people both their material and spiritual needs. 
Socialist literature and art are precisely aimed at satisfying the 
spiritual needs of the people, enriching their spiritual life, tlevating 
their political consciousness to a higher plane, bringing up a uew gen- 
eration of socialist-minded people and promoting the continual develop- 
ment and perfection of the socialist society. Literature and art be.ong 
to social ideology and present a panorama of society. The masses of 
people are not involved in class struggle all the time, and, in addition 
to class struggle, they also have to attend to production and scientific 
experiments. Therefore, literature and art must reflect the life of the 
people in varied ways. The people wage struggles, but they also eng ge 
in cultural and recreational activities and spend time on art apprecii- 
tion. There are many landscape paintings, flower-and-bird paintings, 
lyric poems, songs an! dances. Can we sa, that they are all serving és 
an implement for class struggle? 


Literature and art must serve the workers, peasants and soldiers, but 
this does not mean that literature and art should solely depict workers, 
peasants and soldiers, or that literary and artistic works are exclu- 
sively for the workers, peasants and soldiers. The literature and art 
of any class give expression to the feelings and will of the class, but 
at the same time they seek to influence and assimilate other classes. 
Literature and art can play their role as a powerful means of ideology 
only when they are capabie of influencing other classes with the ideology 
of the class that literature and art represent. What is the use of 
literature and art for the workers, peasants and soldiers if such lit- 
erature and art cannot influence and remold people from other classes 
through literary and artistic education. In ancient times in China, 
people placed emphasis on Li, Yue, Xing and Zheng [4409, 2867, 0438, 
2398). Li and Yue referred to those parts of the superstructure con- 
cerning ideology, while Xing and Zheng referred to those parts of the 
superstructure concerning the political and legal systems. In feudal 
society, Li meant the differences between classes or strata, and Yue 
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meant conciliation and assimilation. The proletariat, too, must pay 
attention to Xing and Zheng and Li and Yue, except that we must change 
their concrete content and form. With regard to the relations between 
the proletariat and other classes, there are struggles as well as 
alliances. When the proletariat forms an alliance with some other 
classes, this also means politics. The correct handling of contradic- 
tions among the people also falls under the category of politics. 


To exerc’se its leadership the party first of all must help our writers 
get in touch with the people, plunge into the thick of life and acquaint 
themselves with all sorts of people and various aspects of life. If 
writers and artists are not familiar with real life, they will not be 
able to create anything. Leading cadres must take the initiative and 
create all necessary conditions for the writers and artists so that they 
can gain an in-depth knowledge of the life of the people. Leading 
cadres may sincerely offer advice or put forward appropriate suggestions 
on matters concerning the orientation and methods of creation or the 
choice of subject matter, but they must not resort to coercion or set any 
hard-and-fast rules in this respect. Writers must have complete freedom 
as to what they want and do not want to write. If writers are not 
familiar with the kind of subjects suggested for writing by any leading 
comrades, they may put such suggestions aside instead of doing 2 reluc- 
tant job. A writer can only write about what he is familiar with, what 
he has heard or sees, what he can understand, what he feels interested 
in and what he has pondered deeply. Only in this way can he produce 
excellent works. 


{HK220620] Our country has now entered a new period of historic transi- 
tion. Our literature and art must inspire the hundreds of millions of 
Chinese people to advance more heroically toward the goal of the four 
modernizations. In providing guidance for the work in the field of 
literature and ar’t the party must promote not only staunch unity between 
writers and artists on the one hand and the people on the other, but also 
staunch unity among the writers and artists themselves. Special atten- 
tion must now be paid to promoting the unity of our literature and art 
circles. In the whole decade when they ran amuck, Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" fomented feelings of estrangement among writers, artists 
and the people; among writers, artists and leading comrades; and among 
writers and artists themselves. This gave rise to much factional strife 
and wreaked havoc on our unity. The struggle in the past 3 years to 
expose and criticize Lin Biao and the "gang of four" has cleared away 
many such feelings, stopped factional strife and consolidated the unity 
of the ranks of writers and artists. However, we must continue to 
eradicate the pernicious influence of the ultraleftist line and com 
pletely get rid of the estrangement and factionalism. Otherwise they 
will further disrupt our unity, hamper our efforts to thoroughly imple- 
ment the principles and policies of the party and prevent our literature 
and art from developing and “lourishing. Leading comrades in the lit- 
erature and art field must enable our writers and artists to give due 
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consideration to the overall situation, strengthen our unity, work with 


one heart and one mind and, under the leadership of the party, look 
forward to the future. 


We are convinced that, by getting closely united 
ind working hard, we can promote the development of our literature and 
art much further. 


CSO: 4004 
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DISCUSSION ON HOW THE PARTY SHOULD LEAD LITERARY AND ART WORK 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 30-35 


[Text] Editor's Note: On the question of how the 
party should lead literary and art work, in this 
issue we again publish articles by Comrades Li 
Yingmin [2621 5391 2404], Liu Jin [0495 6855] and 
Wang Meng [3769 5536]. The realization of the \ 
socialist four modernizations is a political task 
that crowns all other tasks. At present the various 
fronts and various trades and undertakings in our 
country should fit themselves into the four moderni- 
zations in a swifter manner, rally closely around the 
four modernizations, conscientiously serve the four 
modernizations and resolutely obey the four moderni- 
zations. We need to carry out further discussions on 
how to enable literature and art to render contribu- 
tions in this respect. 


At present the situation of our country's literature 
and art is excellent Since the smashing of the 
“gang of four," many fine novels, plays, music and 
art works liave appeared. The results are very 
encouragin;. But they are still far from meeting the 
demands of the masses of people and the party. We 
hope that, through discussions, we will further bring 
order out of chaos, distinguish between truth and 
falsehood, strengthen the party's leadership over 
literary and art work, establish a correct relation- 
ship of close cooperation among comrades and friends, 
between literary and art leading personnel and lit~- 
erary and art workers, and enable literary and art 
creative work to flourish. 
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"A Brief Discourse on Guarding a Pass," by Li Yingmin 


I believe everyone has watched the movie or the opera version of “Liu 
Sanjie." In it a tyrannical landlord, Mo Hairen, forbade the Zhuang 
people to go to music festivals. The witty and courageous Liu Sanjie 
led the village people to break through the fierce, malicious and 
stupid prohibition of Mo Hairen. This was indeed most gratifying! 
Viewers may not be able to believe that, more than a thousand years 
later, in the home village of Liu Sanjie, there indeed are still people 
like Mo Hairen who forbid the common people to go to music festivals. 
The only diffrence is that now they do not employ swords or bows and 
arrows, and they do not ride in sedans or on horses. They resort to 
pretty slogans and allege that they are "guarding the pass" for 
socialism. 


The Zhuang people love to sing. Guangxi is a famous sea of songs. 
Every spring there are all kinds and forms of music festivals on every 
scale. There are some shortcomings about these music festivals, and 
sometimes the content of the songs may not be altogether sound. But 
why do the party and administrative leaders not actively guide these 
music festivals and turn them into places for propagating the party's 
line and policies, for raising the masses’ ideological consciousness 
and for satisfying the masses’ need for cultural life, instead of 
vehemently banning them? Crude prohibitions may appear to be impres- 
sive but in reality are most stupid. 


it is not only some basic~-level cadres who do such a thing. In the 
south, where it is spring the year round and where a hundred blossoming 
flowers vie with one another, I heard of the following incident. One 
cadre leading literary and art work said to the comrades of the lit- 
erary and art circle: "You just go ahead and do it boldly. I will 

guard the pass for you." Theoretically speaking, this leading person 

was already openminded. But the comrades of the literary and art circle 
were not satisfied and said to him bluntly: "No, what we need is not to 
guard a pass. You should stand in the front and lead us to break through 
a pass on the new Long March.” 


When he later recalled this event, this leading person still felt angry. 
In fact, he failed to understand the feelings of the literary and art 
workers. The so-called guarding the pass means to hold a club in the 
right hand and a label in the left hand and make preparations for all 
the joys and sorrows in life. For many years the leadership was used 
to doing that, and those who were engaged in literature and art were 
also used to living in such a situation. Before coming into existence, 
how many outposts did a movie, a play or a piece of literary and art 
work have to go through? Those who were guarding an outpost were mostly 
kindhearted people. To uproot poisonous weeds, they flagrantly 
bludgeoned people and put labels on others at random. Those who were 
passing a barrier were neither Wu Zixu nor Guan Yunchang. As a result, 
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these words were either totally distorted or stifled in the womb. In 
the 10 years in which Lin Biao and the "gang of four” were running 
rampant, they simply exercised "all-round dictatorship," thoroughly 
negated the works in all realms of Chinese, W:stern, ancient and 
modern literature and art, and completely toppled literary and art 
workers of all kinds, old and new and local and foreign. Literary 
and art fighters will never forget such a disaster. 

After toppling the “gang of four,'’ we have blazed a broad path for 
prospering and developing socialist literature and art. The party 
Central Committee's implementation of the policy of letting a hundred 
flowers bloom has instilled infinite vitality into the garden of lit- 
erature and art. Old trees bear new blossoms, and new shoots grow 
abundantly. All the people long for the early arrival of a spring for 
literature and art in which a hundred flowers will bloom. However, the 
struggle in the literary and art circle has not ended. The spirit of 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four" still hovers in the air, and their 
pernicious influence is still penetrating. Some people who had a rigid 
way of thinking and who revered official positions still set up outposts 
in the garden of a hundred flowers, and incidents involving the prohibi- 
tion of songs, dances, paintings, plays and movies continue to occur. 

It is not an isolated or incidental phenomenon that many people were 
dragged in to launch a punitive attack on a grand scale against a piece 
of literary and art work. Those who guard the pass have all kinds of 
"theories": They describe those works that expose the conspiracies of 
the "gang of four" as literature and art of "scars" and "looking back"; 
those works that criticize people and events that endanger our party 

and motherland and obstruct our four modernizations as literature and 
art of "exposure" and "meanness"; and those outstanding works that open 
up to and view and emulate the West and the East and the ancient and 

the modern as "restorations" and "following the fashion." They forbid 
others to write about love between men and women and about scientists 
and intellectuals, and whoever writes about those topics is regarded as 
someone who opposes the idea of serving the workers, peasants and 
soldiers. What is more preposterous is that they must check on the 
facts before they will publish a piece of literary and art work. It is 
therefore not surprising to see them employ the old trick of the "gang 
of four" in checking on three generations, disclosing one's background, 
digging up people's past and using these as pretexts for encirclement 
and attack. 


Are there actually "passes" in real life? Should we or should we not 
“guard passes"? For many years, whenever they produced new works, our 
literary and art workers have always hoped to have the leading persons 
concerned review their works and give their opinions, on the basis of 
which the works can be improved. In fact, many works have been pro- 
duced under the concern and with the support of the leadership. This is 
normal. ‘Passes’ do not exist, much less "guarding passes." Speaking 
thus, we cherish profound memories of Chairman Mao, Premier Zhou, 








Commander Zhu and Commander Chen, as well as of many proletarian revolu- 
tionaries who were the leaders and heartfelt friends of our literary and 
art workers and who were our stern teachers and beneficial friends. They 
not only equipped us theoretically but also made great efforts to assist 
our practice in creative work. They were the true nurses and gardeners 
as well as the anonymous writers of many outstanding movies, plays, 
novels and other literary and art works. Many veteran leading persons 
also rendered contributions to our literary and art cause. What they 
relied on was not their official position or labels and clubs, but their 
wisdom, knowledge and experience and a red heart of dedicating them- 
selves to the party's literary and art cause. They were good at dis- 
covering outstanding talents and works. They patiently and meticulously 
nurtured them. They were never philistines who would neither nod nor 
shake their heads and who would not point out good things or bad things. 
As regards good works, they dared give their verdict, dared shoulder 
responsibilities, and consciously shared weal and woe with the literary 
and art workers. 


As far as I know, the so-called "passes" and “guarding passes" began 

in the fifties. After the transformation of the socialist system of 
ownership of the means of production, all our poor scholars (including 
veteran fighters who had followed the party for several decades) became 
burglars, and all were faced with a problem of having to pass barriers. 
All the leaders needed to guard passes. Labels and clubs covered the 
sky, and no one ever heard of anyone's success in passing a barrier. As 
for what this pass actually was, nobody was certain. Disturbances 
occurred; as a result, the leading persons who were guarding the pass 
and those people who were passing a barrier were all locked up in the 
cowshed which Lin Biao and the "gang of four" had prepared for them. 

Of course, there were a handful who played the hounds, helping Lin Biao 
and the "gang of four" to persecute the party and the people, and whom 
history has forever nailed to the mast of shame. 








Now, to sum up in one sentence the thousand theories and ten thousand 
proofs given by these people who guard the pass, it is that we have 
violated Chairman Mao's teaching. If someone asks, "What is Chairman 
Mao's teaching?" these people who guard the pass and who do things 

after their own heart may not be able to give the answer. I think 

that if these gentlemen, these guardians of the truth, do cherish 
Chairman Mao's words in their hearts, then they should study the words 
and actions of Chairman Mao, Premier Zhou and proletarian revolutionaries 
of the older generation in treating the literary and art cause and absorb 
something useful. They should also learn something useful from the 
experiences of veteran comrades who led literary and art works for many 
years. They should not be tigers blocking the path but should be leaders. 
Also, as many literary and art workers expect of them, they should prac- 
tically and realistically lead literary and art work well. 
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Past experience, if not forgotten, is a guide for the future. We hope 
that those comrades who are engrossed in “guarding passes" will review 
the history of the past 30 years and learn from some experiences and 
lessons, for they are extremely necessary. 


“Some Views on Literary and Art Criticism," by Liu Jin 


Having read the special column in issue No 9 of RED FLAG on how the 
party leads literary and art work, I would like to give some of my 
views on the question of literary and art criticism. 


Seeing the words “literary and art criticism," some sensitive readers 
are filled with apprehension: Again, people will suffer blows from 

a club! This is understandable, because for many years in the past 
literary and art criticism has been used by some people as a club which 
they wave in a spirited manner, indiscriminately dealing blows against 
others. This club was indeed terrible. One blow from the club would 
shatter a piece of work, topple a writer and destroy the bud of talent. 
The destructive force of this club reached its climax when it came into 
the hands of che "gang of four,” and its force was by no means inferior 
to the might of the atomic bomb. Thus, for a period of time literary 
and art criticism was synonymous to a club. When criticism was men- 
tioned, then disasters were to fall, and one would be afraid! 


It has now been more than 3 years since the “gang of four” were smashed. 
However, the literary and art criticism of the "gang of four" in blud- 
geoning people and knifing people has cast, in the people's hearts, a 
shadow which has not totally vanished. On hearing literary and art 
criticism, some comrades display a conditioned reflex and become nervous, 
feeling that the club is about to descend on them again! Some comrades 
who cherish opinions about certain literary and art works and certain 
literary and art phenomena also dare not advance their criticisms 

frankly for fear of being accused of "“bludgeoning others." Thus, the 
following atmosphere is brought about imperceptibly: They can only say 
what is good and not what is bad about a work; only talk about outstand- 
ing points and not about shortcomings; and only praise and not criticize 
awork. Whenever there is criticism, then whether or not the criticism 
is correct and whether one criticizes with good or vicious motives, 
people will say that "the club is again about to descend on them." This, 
in reality, is equal to canceling literary and art criticism and is 
unfavorable to the development and prospering of socialist literature 

and art. 


It is now necessary for us to wash away the dirt and malice which the 
"gang of four" imposed arbitrarily on literary and art criticism and 
revive a scientific, sound and active literary and art criticism so as 
to favor the development of the socialist literary and art cause. 
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I believe that there are, in fact, very few works today that need to be 
pointed out by critics as bad works. However, can we say that all the 
works today, with the exception of artistic superiority or inferiority 
and fineness or vulgarity, display no correct or incorrect ideological 
inclinations? Of course we cannot say that. Just as it is impossible 
that there are no shortcomings and mistakes in our work, so it is also 
impossible that there are no shortcomings and mistakes in some works 
(no matter how few) among the large amount of literary and art works. 
If there are, then should we or should we not criticize them? Can we 
or can we not criticize them? I think that, for the sake of the read- 
ers, the writers, and the entire literary and art cause, it is neces- 
sary to criticize siiortcomings and mistakes. It is wrong to forbid 
criticism. 


Of course, in criticizing, on an individual basis, a work with short- 
comings and mistakes, we must be thoroughly rid of the general mood of 
the "gare sf four"--or, rather, the general mood of the club. In our 
criticism we must adopt a practical, realistic, appropriate and sup- 
portive attitude. We must especially not involve an artistic issue, 
an academic issue and an ideological issue with the political issue; 
we must not raise the question of right and wrong among the people to 
a question of the contradiction between the enemy and ourselves. In 
our criticism we must present the facts and reason things out. We must 
convince others with reason, carry out specific analyses on specific 
works, and not exaggerate an issue and bully others with our power. 

If we can accomplish these points, then we can draw a clear line of 
demarcation between normal literary and art criticism and the act of 
bludgeoning others indiscriminately. 


In launching normal literary and art criticism we must pay attention 

to one other point, and that is this: We must resolutely implement the 
policy of "letting a hundred flowers bloom and a hundred schools of 
thought contend” and give prominence to democracy in art. While per- 
mitting criticism we must also permit countercriticism. The verdict 

of whether a work is good or bad is not given by a sentence from a 
certain authority and is not concluded by an article published in a 
certain newspaper or journal. The “gang of four" have now become the 
garbage of history. The club policy in literary and art criticism, the 
style of tyrants and fascist acts of violence will no longer exist and 
also will no longer be allowed to exist. But a great deal of work 
still needs to be done to restore the influence of literary and art 
criticism, revive the reputation of literary and art criticism and 
enable literary and art criticism to truly become an effective tool in 
promoting the prosperity of our country's socialist literature and art. 
The most important point is to practically and realistically give 
prominence to democracy in art and launch the campaign of letting a 
hundred schools of thought contend, so that all the people can speak 
freely, air their views and carry out mutual discussions. In this way, 
there will be not only criticism and countercriticism, but also a 
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vigorous and lively atmosphere, as in singing, where there are solos, 
choruses, duets, trios, quartets and mixed voices. Does not this make 
one feel relaxed and happy and want to dance for joy! 


In our literary and art criticism we also must strive to look at prob- 
lems in an all-round manner, strive to deduce, from the overall artistic 
image of a work, its overall tendency and form practical and realistic 
evaluations accordingly. We must not do what the “gang of four" did: 
assiduously cull phrases but not meaning, quote out of context, nitpick, 
substitute the part for the whole, draw farfetched analogies, exaggerate 
the problem of a section, a paragraph, a sentence or a word, and con- 
demn the entire work. We must remember a famous saying by Mr Lu Xun: 
"In criticizing an essay we must take the entire essay into considera- 
tion, and we must also take into consideration the whole person of the 
writer and the social condition he is in. Only in so doing can we be 
more conclusive." 


Literary and art criticism is also an important method for the party 

to lead literature and art. Practice has proved that, on the question 
of art, too much administrative interference will bring about poor 
results. Only through literary and art criticism, by employing a demo- 
cratic method, affirming the good and criticizing the bad, giving 
prominence to achievements and overcoming shortcomings, and giving 
correct guidance can we enable both creation and criticism to develop 
soundly. In short, to strengthen the party's leadership and enhance 
the development and prosperity of socialist literature and art we need 
to launch a normel literary and art criticism. 


"In Leading Literary and Art Work, One Should Establish the Viewpoint 
Toward Production,” by Wang Meng 


Literature and art is a form of spiritual production. The central task 
of literary and art work should be to provide the people with more and 
better spiritual nourishment: to write more good novels, to make more 
good movies and to create and perform more good songs.... The lack of 
spiritual nourishment will lead to spiritual starvation. This is proved 
by the facts of the past 10 years and more. 


Thus, in examining whether our literary and art theories, our general 
and specific policies and our party's leadership and measures over 
literary and art work are correct and effective, we should take as the 
criterion the practice of spiritual production, the quantity and qual- 
ity of spiritual production, and whether the development of the literary 
and art productive forces plays a promoting or hampering, or even 
destructive, role. In short, we should determine whether creative 

work (generally speaking, performance is also a form of creative work) 
is prosperous. 











However, in the past this criterion was sometimes ignored. After a 
movement, writers and artists were filled with apprehension. The world 
of letters was a lonely place, and a hundred flowers withered. But 
someone came forth and announced this conclusion: "We have scored 
great victories. We have ferreted out X X X, toppled X X X and lopped 
off X X X." As though the task of leading literary and art work con- 
sisted, not in fostering as many literary and art workers but in 

pling as many of them as possible, not in producing as many works 

in destroying as many of them as possible. 


By the time of the "gang of four," people like Yu Huiyong declared 
even more complacently and maliciously that the Ministry of Culture 
was the "Ministry of Public Security." What the "Ministry of Public 
Security" meant to the broad ranks of literary and art workers and 
even to the broad ranks of literary and art appreciators was "all- 
round dictatorship." 





Thus, leading persons of literary and art work who regarded “guarding 

a pass" as their task appeared. “When one man was guarding the pass, 
ten thousand men could not speak up." “Rather kill off a thousand 
fragrant flowers then allow one poisonous weed to grow freely." “Rather 
one play less than one play more." “Neither shake their heads nor nod 
their heads." "Instead of pursuing merit in art, one rather wishes that 
no mistakes are made in politics." Such counterproductive tones and 
spiritual attitudes prevailed at one time in our realm of literary and 
art work. 


How did this situation happen? One important reason was that, after 
the whole nation had basically completed its socialist transformation, 
we failed to have a comparatively more scientific and appropriate esti- 
mation of the situation of classes, class contradictions and class 
struggle. Furthermore, Lin Biao, the “gang of four" and that theoreti- 
cal authority employed such methods as creating something out of 
nothing, framing charges against others, exaggerating issues and aggra- 
vating the class struggle in literary and art creative work and within 
the literary and art ranks. To usurp power they made false reports 
about the enemy situation, waged Quixotic decisive battles against the 
windmill and made use of a “leftist” feature to cover up the class 
struggle which this handful of conspirators and careerists waged 
against the people. 


Lin Biao and the "gang of four" waved the signboard of "never forgetting 
the class struggle" to frantically persecute the broad ranks of cadres, 
intellectuals and laboring people. The resulting consequence in the 


literary and art realm were especially serious and frightening. This was 
because: 


First, literature and art speak in images. Generally they do not explain 
the writer's own viewpoints directly. There is a definite extent of 
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freedom in the interpretation of the images. Thus, villains like Yao 
Wenyuan discovered the shortcut of purging people by means of litera- 
ture and art. They wanted to attack Tao Zhu. But it was not easy to 
negate the work of Comrade Tao Zhu. So they first of all criticized 
the "two books": Did you not say that the sun also has black spots? 
This was an attack on Chairman Mao! In this way the charge of "vicious 
attack” was directed against the person of Comrade Tao Zhu, and the 
frightening persecution also became “reasonable.” They did the same 
thing in criticizing "Liu Zhidan" and in criticizing “Hai Rui Dismissed 
From Office" and “Evening Chats at Yanshan.” Xiang Zhuang performed 
the sword dance as a cover for his attempt on Liu Bang’s life. Pro- 
ceeding from criticizing "poisonous weeds,’ they involved a large area 
and toppled a large group of proletarian revolutionaries and a large 
group of laboring people and intellectuals. This was a big invention 
of people like Yao Wenyuan and a secret of their rise to power by 
bringing harm to people and their claim of credit by killing good 
people. 


Secondly, literary and art phenomena are profuse. Controversy is 
frequent, and forms are iiverse and changeable. Such profvseness, 
controversy, diversity and change are normal events. In the midst 

of these events there may emerge bad works or false opinions. There 
is a class source that gives rise to these bad works and false opin- 
ions, and there is also the source of epistemology. There are 
political reasons and there are also other reasons, such as insuffi- 
cient life experiences, low cultural level, national and local 
prejudices, historical limitations and the limitation of personal 
experiences. But to those comrades who love feudal order, who love 
letting one person have all the say, who love order and uniformity, 
and who are used to carrying out "leadership" by means of administra- 
tive decree, such profuseness, controversy, diversity and change 
seemingly become signs of universal disorder. Thus, they employ the 
method of class struggle, the method of launching a m/vement and 
“large-scale” and "violent" measures to solve literary, art and aca- 
demic problems and the problem of the evaluation of a work--problems 
that belong to the spiritual realm, that are intensely meticulous and 
intensely complicated. People like Jiang Qing even consciously jug- 
gled black and white, pronounced innocent people guilty, cooked up 
charges and shouted themselves hoarse that “poisonous weeds were grow- 


ing everywhere,” that “the air was contaminated" and that “a group of 
monsters were dancing in a chaotic fashion.” They employed the method 
of dictatorship, the method of life-and-death struggle and the method 


of “occupation” to “transform” literature and art. The result of such 
“transformation” (destruction, rather) is known to all people. 


Thirdly, to a certain extent literary and art creation relies primarily 
on individual labor. If a writer does not have individuality, he will 
not be able to create, and if he does not persevere in the artistic 
character, he will never be able to reach the pinnacle of a:t. Thus, 





literary and art workers have their own manner of labor, their own 
characteristics, their own languages and even some unique eccentrici- 
ties. Furthermore, literary and art workers, writers in particular, 
are often more sensitive and love to explore new problems and advance 
new theories. "They will not rest until they amaze people by what they 
say" is not « bad thing. But in this respect, when people like Chen 
Jingrun were once misunderstood, those people who are engaged in lit- 
erature and art may easily be misunderstood. Some comrades always 

feel that literary and art workers are "complicated" and “unreliable.” 
They even look at writers and artists as the primary dangerous elements 
who will cause our country to become revisionist. Thus, in the suc- 
cessive political movements, several “problematic” writers and artists 
often were the first to be dragged out to face the public. To usurp 
power and cover up their ugly history, people like Jiang Qing cherished 
special hatred of the broad ranks of literary and art workers and 
wanted simply to round up the literary and art ranks in one fell swoop. 


Practice is the only criterion for testing the truth. History is a 
mirror for measuring truth and falsehood. Practice has proved that, 
aside from the “conspiratorial literature and art" concocted by the 
literary figures employed by the "gang of four,” among our literary 

and art works there are exceedingly few poisonous weeds that are truly 
antiparty and antisocialist. There are no grounds for waking such an 
accusation as “poisonous weeds are growing everywhere.” Similarly, 
since the liberation our writers and artists have registered many 
achievements, brought about encouraging improvements and undergone 
stern trials. There is only an exceedingly small number of people who 
truly cherish enmity toward the party and socialism. It is unreason- 
able to say such things as “a group of monsters are dancing in a chaotic 
fashion.” Surprisingly enough, all these grounJless charges have, over 
an extended period of time, become the pretext for toppling all writers, 
strang/.ing all works and undermining the literary and art productive 
forces. This is indeed an extremely painful historical lesson in the 
literary and art history of our country. 


The third plenary session of the Central Committee of the llth CCP 
Congress put forth the great task of shifting the focus of the work of 


the whole party. Our leadership in literary and art work should also 
resolutely shift the focus to developing creative work, assisting in 
creative work and protecting creative work. Of course, this does not 


mean that there are no more class struggles on the literary and art 
front. Toward bad works, bad tendencies and erroneous viewpoints we 
should still employ the method of lettin: a hundred schools of thought 
contend and the method of criticism and self-criticism to carry out 
necessary and appropriate struggles. Also, we should bring to trial 
and punish those writers and artists who have committed bad acts and 
crimes. But that is the affair of the legislative arm. The party's 
Propaganda Department and the Minist: : of Culture should establish the 
viewpoint toward production. The focus of our work is not “guarding a 
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pass" but “blazing a path,” not “hoeing weeds" but “watering flowers,” 
and not carrying out political movements but developing literary and 

art productive forces. Of course, we do not rule out “guarding a pass” 
and “hoeing weeds." Some passes have to be guarded and some poisonous 
weeds have to be hoed. But this is not antagonistic to “blazing a path" 
and “watering flowers." All in all, we must do whatev:r is favorable to 
developing the productive forces: for instance, further implementing 
the policies toward writers and artists, doing a good job of editing 

and publishing journals and literary and art books and raising the 
standards of literary and art performance groups, so as to enable the RY 
people to have more and better spiritual nourishment; further imple- 
menting the principle of distribution according to work and imple- 
menting, on a trial basis, rewards for literary and art achievements, 

so as to mobilize enthusiasm in production; and, in particular, further 
vehemently criticizing “The Summary,” bringing order out of chaos, and 
eradicating the pernicious influence of “leftism,” so as to loosen the 
shackles put on the spiritual productive forces. We should not do what- 
ever is unfavorable to developing the literary and art productive forces 
and should carry out reforms accordingly. For instance, we should end 
such methods as imposing excessive interference and blind commands, 
arbitrarily setting the percentage of materials, prohibiting per- 
formances and publication on the basis of one sentence by an official, 
and “taking examinations in the works of the five ancient scholars.” 

As long as we shift the focus of work to developing and protecting 
creative efforts, we will know how to care for writers and artists, 
gradualiy learn how to carry out leadership by using methods that con- 
form to the law of spiritual production, gradually reduce and even 
totally avoid passive influences on literary and art production as a 
result of some ill-advised acts of our leadership, and enable the 
correct leadership of our party to become the most important and most 
fundamental guarantee for developing literary and art production. Then 
the prospering of our country's literary and art creation is just around 
the corner. 
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SYSTEMATICALLY READJUST UNREASONABLE PRICES UNDER THE PREMISE OF 
STABLLIZING COMMODITY PRICES 


HKO40900 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 36-41 HK 
[Article by Liu Zhuofu [0491 0587 3940]] 


[Text] Using the law of value, formulating and implementing a correct 
pricing policy, systematically readjusting unreasonable prices, retorm- 
ing step by step the price control system, effectively strengthening 
this system and keeping prices basically stable are important measures 
to smoothly implement the policy of readjusting, restructuring, con- 
solidating and im roving the national economy and developing the 
economy systematically and proportionately. 


Reasonable prices must reflect commodity prices aad the principle of 
exchange at equal value. At the same time, in order to readjust 

market supply and demand and oring about certain policies, we must, 
during certain periods, systematically reduce or increase the prices 

of some commodities in relation to their value. In the development of 
the economy it is natural that some relatively reasonable prices become 
unreasonable. This is the inevitabie result of the development of pro- 
duction and is a normal phenomenon in economic life. It will take a 
long time before unreasonable prices can be readjusted in a planned way. 


[. Keep Prices Basically Stable 


It has always been our country's policy to stabilize prices. Prices in 
our country have been basically stable over the past 30 years, and the 
yuan has enjoyed prestige among the people for its stable purchasing 
power. This has provided a good basis for insuring the stability of the 
people's life and carrying out socialist construction smoothly. Com- 
pared with the capitalist economy, which is often beset by inflation 

and constantly soaring prices, our economy shows the superiority of the 
socialist system. While we are currently readjusting the national! 
economy we must continue to implement the policy of stabilizing prices. 
Stabilizing prices and reassuring the people are important for politiceai 
stability and unity. If prices are not stable, people will certainly 
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above-mentioned three balances, that year witnessed stable prices, and 
the retail price index was kept at around 1 percent. [HKO40905] In the 
early 1960's, when the national economy suffered serious setbacks, China 
failed to realize the three balances, and prices were seriously affected. 
Although a series of administrative and management measures were adopted, 
the retail price index throughout the country continued to soar, rising 
about 10 percent from 1960 to 1962. 


To develop production and lower production costs are material bases for 
stabilizing prices. At present the prices of some commodities in the 
markets have sometimes increased spontaneously, and the prices of a 
number of commodities in the free markets are much higher than the 
fixed prices. This situation reflects the fact that the supply of 
commodities does not keep up with demand, enterprise management is 
backward, labor productivity is low, the incidence of damage and waste 
is serious and production costs are high. It also reflects the fact 
that China does not have an adequate material foundation to insure that 
prices are completely stable. Therefore, to basically eradicate the 
causes of instability, such as spontaneous price increases, it is 
imperative that we launch a campaign to increase production and prac- 
tice economy, considerably improve enterprise management and con- 
stantly reduce production costs in order to supply the markets with 
ample and high-quality commodities. 


Socialist public ownership makes it possible for China to take various 
economic measures and administrative methods to directly control and 
supervise prices. This is another important condition that has made 

it possible for China to maintain stable prices over a long period. 

ver the past 30 years China has set up comparatively complete organs, 
from the central government down to the localities and from administra- 
tions to enterprises, and formulated a series of regulations to fix and 
control prices in order to insure organizationally that all price poli- 
cies are implemented thoroughly in all production units and to promote / 
the flow of commodities. China has also carried out an effective 
Struggle against all activities that run counter to the policies. To 
keep prices stable we must also 3trengthen the work of building up the 


nstitutions in charge of commodity prices and the ranks of staff in 
large of price control. In restructuring the national economy we must 
lso reform the price control system and the methods of fixing prices. 


ibilize prices we have taken a number of measures to hold down 


price increases, For example, prices were frozen at certain times, 
prices of important ymmodities were fixed and the commodities were 
stcictiy rationed when in short supply, and compensation was given to 
prices of a number of important commodities that were closely 
related to the interests of the people and the state. These methods 
will help stabilize prices and promote production when they are 
employed properly. therwise they will unfavorably affect the develop- 
ment of the national economy. During the Cultural Revolution, when 





things wert iti 
trol 


were 


. 


n 


prices; this was 


because 


ecCessalry, “ 
ing rapidly and to insure a st 
merely relying on administrati 
and neglecting the role of r 
more unreasonable prices Chie 
ment of the national economy | 
work of readjusting prices whi 
China was under the i 
Biao and the "pane OF four, 


cized as capitalism, 
supplies were lauded 
more commodities 


instable 


we 


and the contradiction 
some commodities remained unchar 
resulted in great inconveniences 
LI. systematically Increase the 
Product 
lt has long been the policy of 
he purchasing prices of agricul 
for developing agricultural pro 
China, the country on many ca 
tf agricultural products by a 1 
peasants. It heiped bring 
and accelerated the deve ent 
During he rst Five~-Yeat : 
product increa ’ eT . 
in average of more in perce 
jitural productior ome 
2B 4 ‘ were avalt increast ‘ 
beginning in 1962, agi tural 
per nt j id l , ) ul 
plenum of the irt Central 
ye! major ager ilture r 
were wain j T il 
tant roduct ré | rea l 
pt du tS ar il j it | 
[LHKRUGUY LU After re 
Dri < r ; i i i { it . 
tion i P Mii if I i { 
ey t | PW I j “ 
FUT T Ty 
A] che tut { 
wa i irst ti t f 
prices [tor a Widat t as 


> 
: 
.% 
+... 
-— 
4 
’ 
s 


. & 
.¢ 
? 
—& 


\ 

i 
Uy 

—_, 
> 
‘ 


attempt 


rs 


Ci 


) 


ivelihood for 


+ 


Va ] ue. 


~ 


not 


; 
ausSeu 


urr 


+) 4 
y I 
La 
i) i 
. 4 


| 
, 
id 
- 
j 
\ 
‘ 
‘ 
i i 
rs 
‘ 
| 


” 
ci 


taken to rest 
Orit As I 
ationing, pric 
he supply o 
juite a Af 


rt 


"J 


aic 


the 


r L ix et 
77 
i iii pri 


to keep p 


tne 
reeze pri 


t he me a 


} ; 
miy hinde 


great dail 


y peings 
ttist Liti¢ 


law 


¢ che ) 

ead C it e i 
This | 

nitiativ 


¥ } Tt ; 
O! 
> | 
LA iA wv A 
ent iti i 
it . ise 
y i lé ; 
’ 
sa ia 
. ’ 
i ‘ . 
] 
‘ 7 ‘ 
A) | ' 
i ‘ 
; 
Li 
LT j 
r * 
‘ 
’ 
' ’ 
: 
t t 
- ‘ aA 


( ? vF 


con- 
ihe measures 


rice Tron 


Sc 
increas- 
DY 


years 


} ; pie. but 


red the develop- 
iculties for the 
rrieda out When 


d by Lin 


A sui 2 
lue was criti- 
ict prices and 
Sui more and 
ecamwme More 


nd acemana for 
ple 


\gricultural 
increase 


° " > , 
DOT tL a7 


‘ } : 4 I 


measure 
new 


hasin prices 
y he ved the 
1 production 
jitural 
i i ine ised 
{ re Live igri 
‘ 1 


t ra » I yY.60 
yn f the third 


ES t a tune 


ive pigs, 


DOT int 
Its 
the pur ising 
} i j ‘ OC j + 
Lv . ¥ itn { i 
ab le 
‘ @ | 
i i 4 ial 
‘ ‘ > | is 
> ; ‘ ic itis 
r _ ’ ry’ 4 








wide margin. The allocation of such tremendous amounts of money to 
increase the income of the peasants showed the determination of the 
party Central Committee and the State Council to step up the develop- 
ment of agricultural production. It was a big achievement of the 
policy of grasping the key link in running the country. It also showed 
the excellent situation in which the national economy had been 
rehabilitated and developed. 


The broad masses of commune members and cadres reacted strongly when it 
was announced that the purchasing prices of agricultural products would 
be increased this year. The peasants have shown unprecedented initia- 
tive both in production and in selling their products. A bumper harvest 
has been achieved for this summer's crops, another good harvest of 
autumn crops is in sight, the volume of purchases of live pigs and eggs 
has increased dramatically, agricultural products that had disappeared 
for many years are now being sold again in some markets, and the supply 
of agricultural and sideline products in cities has improved markedly. 
The comparatively rapid development experienced in agriculture over the 
past few years can be attributed to the work carried out by the party 
in various areas. But one of the important reasons is that the pur- 
chasing prices of agricultural products have been increased syste- 
matically. 


The decision to increase the purchasing prices meets the objective needs 
of the law of value, and it is also the peasants’ longfelt desire. The 
economy of collective ownership constitutes an important part of China's 
agriculture. The law of value regulates agricultural production and 

the flow of products. The prices of agricultural products generally 
determine the expanded reproductive capacity of the collective economy 
and the income of the peasants. Production brigades arrange their 
production plans and in doing so give consideration to various develop- 
ment plans. Their production plans are arranged mainly according to 

the prices of agricultural and sideline products and the profit they may 
achieve. Proceeding from the requirements of the law of value, the 
country must persist in the principle of exchange at equal value. It 
must formulate reasonable purchasing prices and adopt various economic 
policies to insure that the peasants make reasonable profits. Only in 
this way will the peasants give play to their initiative in production 
and make our agriculture develop rapidly and proportionally as required 
by the state plan. 


Historically speaking, the starting point for the purchasing prices for 
agricultural products was relatively low. The present price levels for 
agricultural products are based on the prices in old China. As a semi- 
feudal and semicolonialist society, o'd China was dominated by a small- 


scale peasant economy. The main charicteristic of the prices of agri- 
culturs®! producis in cld China was that they were lower than their 
value. Marx said: As far as a peasant with a small plot of land is 
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the peasants. It is a key measure required for rapid progress in agri- 
culture and will influence the development of agriculture in China for 


a long time to come. 


In increasing purchasing prices for farm produce we must consider the 
need for developing farm production. In doing this we must also act 
according to the state's financing power. We must also consider the 
quantity of commodities that industries are able to supply to agri- 
culture If we do not, mere increases in purchasing prices will cause 
financial difficulties and affect price stability. Consequently, the 
peasants will not be able to obtain the corresponding industrial 
prcjucts even though they have more money. Thus, increases in purchas- 
ing prices will be of no real benefit to the peasants; on the contrary, 
they will dampen their enthusiasm. Most consumer goods in China's 
markets are farm produce or industrial products using farm produce as 
raw material. Market prices are based on the prices of farm produce. 
Therefore, readjustments in the prices of farm produce will greatly 
affect price stability. That is why it is imperative, when increasing 
the purchasing prices of farm produce, to consider how to reasonably 
arrange the sales prices of farm produce and light industrial products 
using farm produce as raw material, as well as to consider the effect 
on the livelihood of urban people. After readjustments over the past 
2 years, the purchasing prices of most farm products can now guarantee 
a reasonable profit for farm production. This situation must be kept 
stable for the next few years. During the next few years, price 
readjustments for farm produce must be concentrated mainly on how to 
rationally arrange the parity price rates of various farm products. 
Some products with a little higher or lower price must be properly 
readjusted. 


[ll. On the Question of Narrowing the "Scissors" Difference 

In the old society the “scissors” difference meant that during a certain 
period the prices of industrial products increased drastically while 
those of faim produce did not increase much or even dropped. This 


resulted in exchanges of unequal value between industrial and farm 
products. The “scissors” difference reflected economic relations of 
exploitation of the peasants by imperialism and the bourgeoisie ard 
exploitation of the rural areas by the urban ones. 


Following liberation, China carried out the policy of gradually incteas- 
ing the purchasing prices of farm produce. Purchasing prices in 1973 
were 107 percent higher than in 1950, while retail prices of industrial 
products in rural areas only increased by 9.8 percent. Peasants could 
get YO percent more industrial products in 1978 for the same amount of 


farm produce they exchanged in 1950. In the matter of prices the 

r P 
peasants achieved tremendous economic benefits. The present “scissors” 
sifference means that in the course of socialist construction the pro- 


luctivity of industrial labor increased rapidly while the productivity 
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of farm produce and improve the peasants’ living standards except at the 
expense of lowering the living standards of the workers and hampering 
the normal rate of development in industry. This not only will harm 

the four modernizations but also is not in conformity with the basic 
interests of the peasants. 


IV. Meticulously Readjust Sales Prices of Consumer Goods 


The readjustment of the sales prices of consumer goods is directly 
related to the economic interests of tens of millions of households. 

[It concerns the stability and unity of the country and therefore must 
be carried out meticulously. The main point that needs to be resolved 
now is that, after the purchasing prices of farm produce are increased, 
proper arrangements must be made with regard to the sales prices of 
various farm products. 


Since the purchasing prices of farm produce have been greatly increased 
this year’, the question of how to arrange sales prices is in fact a 
vital policy which is related to the four modernizations and the 
economic: interests of hundreds of millions of peasants. Our policy 
must simultaneously take into consideration the interests of the state, 
enterprises and individuals. It must be carried out according to the 
following five categories of consumer goods: 1) Grain, edible oil and 
other rationed commodities. After the purchasing prices of these goods 
are increased, their sales prices remain unchanged. Enterprises that 
suffer losses trom these goods are compens:ted by the state. 2) Cotton 
and sugar~bearing products. Although prices of these goods have been 
increased, sales prices of cotton textiles and refined sugar remain 
unchanged. Industrial and commercial enterprises that suffer losses 
from these goods either receive compensation from the state or have 
their taxes reduced. 3) Light industrial products using farm produce 
as raw material. Efforts should be made to maintain the prices of 
these products. The production costs of these commodities have 

ased because the prices of the raw material have increased. Pro- 
dJuction costs must be resolved by improving management, lowering cost 
expenditures or properly reducing profits. 4) Sideline and native 
products. These are purchased and sold through negotiations which give 
play to the regulating role of the market and the role of the law of 
value. Purchasing and sales prices may fluctuate according to the 
situation of supply and demand. 5) Major nonstaple goods. Saies prices 


—_ 


of these goods may be increased properly. Workers are given compensa- 
tion t make up for the increased prices. Once these measures are 
carried out thoroughly, prices can be kept basically stable to insure 
the ¢« le livelihood of the people. In addition, price readjustments 
bi irried out in favor of the development of production and the 
f commodities. 
ihe State Council has decided to increase the prices of major nonstaple 
oods such as meat, eggs, marine products and milk and other products 
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those whose wages have not been increased will have 


their life tempo- 


rarily affected. Some of these families who have found living diffi- 
cult will get help through subsidiary and other forms. Compensation 
rendered to the workers and staff is closely related to the interests 
of the state, the collective and individuals, the stability and unity 
of the whole nation, the readjusting, restructuring, consolidating and 
improving of the national econcoay and the four modernizations. This is 
of far-reaching influence and great significance and must be done well. 


After the purchasing prices o. ‘farm produce and th: 
nonstaple products are increased, work must be done 
markets and people's livelihood. Sales prices aust 
arbitrarily. We must strictly forbid activities to 
out authorization and to increase prices as a means 
into profits. 
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BRING THE BANK INTO FULL PLAY AS AN ECONOMIC LEVER 
HKO10600 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov /9 pp 42-47 HK 
[Article by Li Baohua [2621 5508 5478) } 


[Text] Our country's People's Bank is an executive institution of the 
state for financial management. It is also an economic organization to 
handle the business of credit loans. Since the founding of the PRC the 
bank has made great achievements in promoting the production and circu- 
lation of commodities as well as in regulating socioeconomic life. 
Particularly during the 3 years of the late 1950's and early 1960's when 
our country was suffering temporary economic difficulties, the state 

gave a strong push to economic readjustment work by stepping up the 
centralization of the banking business, enforcing strict control over 
credit loans and cash management, requiring strict fulfillment of settle- 
ment obligations, drawing a clear line between financial funds and credit 
funds and forbidding people from using credit funds in financial expendi- 
ture. Practice has proven that a great deal of work in the stat~'s 
economic management can be handled in a more flexible and more effective 
way by means of bank credit rather than by simple admini’ trative measures. 
During the Cultural Kevolution, due *»o the sabotage and disturbance by 
the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao anu the “gang of four,” some economic 
levers such as currency, credit, interest anc so forth were negated; this 
greatly weakened banking work and the role of the bank. After the "gang 
of four’ was smashed, things underwent a radical change. However, our 
country for a long time was a feudal society with a prevailing small- 
scale peasant economy which greatiy influenced our way of thinking and 
the way of life of our people. Meanwhile, many of our economic manage- 
ment methods and many bank rules and regulations were transplanted 


indiscriminately from foreign countries. trictly speaking, our bank is 
still acting as a mere accountant handling accounts only lt has not 
played its proper role as an economic lever. 

fo bring the bank into full play in secialist modernization we must 


eliminate the pernicious influence of the “ultraleftist” line of Lin 
Biao and the “gane of four.” do away with the force of habit of small 


production, persist in acting according t the objective law of economy 








and learn how to run the bank in an economical way. In keeping with the 
shift in the focus of the party's work and the requirements for the 
readjustment, restructuring, consolidation and improvement of the 
national economy, the bank should act as a lever for the development 

of the economy and for technical innovations and should actively con- 
tribute to organizing funds, regulating currency circulation, pushing 
the readjustment of the economy, promoting the development of produc- 
tion, expanding circulation, and so forth in order to accelerate the 
realization of the four modernizations. 


/First, bringing into play the bank’s role of promotion and supervision 
to expedite the smooth carrying out of the wora of readjusting the 
national economy./ The bank is a national center for credits, settle- 
ments, cash and foreign exchange. It is also the pivotal axis for the 
movement of funds of all departments of the national economy and can 
play an important role in promoting and supervising various aspects of 
economic activity. In the period during which Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four" were playing the tyrant, the national economy was brought to 
the brink of bankruptcy, with the bank actually unable to make reason- 
able use of credit funds according to the requirements of the law of 
economy. The bank did not play its proper role as a “barometer” 
reflecting the situation and problems of the national economy. In its 
credit work the bank was prone to act mechanically accorcing to plans 
and could not give due support to what should have been done by spend- 
ing less and getting quick results. It could not give encoura,.ment to 
those who were good and enforce restrictions on those who were not so 
good. Some loans were granted which should not have been, and this was 
thought to be support for production. However, in fact this encouraged 
squandering and covered up contradictions in production, construction, 
circulation, distribution and financial income and expenses. 


The most important task we now face is to concentrate our efforts on 
accelerating the development of agriculture, which is still very back-~- 
ward. To vigorously develop agriculture requires large sums of money. 
While the state is gradually increasing the proportion of investment in 
agriculture to help the people's communes, production brigades and teams 
to acquire the money they need for the mod:rnization of agriculture, the 
bank and credit cooperatives should energe' ically step up their credit 
work in rural areas to better support agriculture. We must firmly 
adhere to the policy of taking agriculture as the foundation and put 
into effect the “Decisions of the CCP Central Comaittee on Some Ques- 
tions Concerning the Acceleration of Agricultural Development” and 

other policies concerning the economy of the rural areas. We must 
actively support the technical transformation of agriculture and help 


the people's communes, production brigades and teams to make full use 
of local resources to develop a diversified economy according to local 
conditions and to promote farming, forestry’, animal husbandry, sideline 


occupations and fishery, as well as enterprises owned by people's com- 
munes, production brigades and teams. We ist also help people's 
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them also differ. The same is true for residents in urban and rural 
areas when they make their living arrangements. We therefore must use 
credit to gather those temporarily idle funds from different units and 
individuals and make up some people's deficiencies from the surplus of 
others in order to accelerate the development of the economy. About 

35 percent of the circulating funds of our country's industrial enter- 
prises are obtained through bank credits. For supply and marketing 
enterprises the figure is about 60 percent, for domestic trade about 78 
percent and for foreign trade about 90 percent. A considerable share 
of the production costs of the people's communes, pioduction brigades 
and teams in the countryside is furnished by the bank or credit coopera- 
tives in the form of loans. When some people's communes, production 
brigades and teams purchase production facilities, part of their funds 
is also supplied by the bank or credit cooperatives in the form of 
loans. We may say that it would be impossible to expand socialist 
reproduction without the support of huge bank credit funds. 


In organizing domestic funds we must proceed from the actual require- 
ments of the development of the economy and of socioeconomic life and 
improve and strengthen the management of funds in both urban and rural 
areas. We must try by every means to abserb temporarily idle money 

from various departments and units and enlarge the sources of credit 
funds. Alongside the steady growth of industrial and ag: icultural pro- 
duction, the income of the people in both urban and rural areas will 
increase. Since the bank readjusted interest rates cn savings deposits 
on 1 April this year, people in both urban and rural areas have taken an 
active part in saving. Savings deposits have increased by large margins. 
It is entirely possible to still further increase savings deposits if we 
expand our savings network, add some necessary savings centers, recruit 
more staff, step up propaganda, earnestly implement our policies and 
improve the quality of our service to make it convenient for the masses 
when they deposit or withdraw their money. 


As for organizing funds from abroad, Lin Biao and the “gare of four” 
previously set up some “forbidden zones." These "forbidden zones" have 
now been destroyed, and the bank may organize foreign funds in a planned 
and tlexible way according to curre:;t international practices. Our 


country enjoys a high reputation in the world, which is a favorable 
condition for us in absorbing funds from abroad. However, all loans 
must be repaid with interest. Therefore, when we gather funds from 
abroad we must have careful calculations and strict budgeting and draw 
up an overall plan. Care must be taken to bring the funds into full 
play, and the ability to repay must be taken into proper consideration. 
We must be sure that we can repay in foreign currency. Since the market 
price of foreign exchange fluctuates frequently, we must keep informed 
of the market and understand common international practices so that we 
will not suffer economic losses. Therefore, the bank must, on the on 
hand, step up its investigations into the international financial market 
and participate in the planning for the use of foreign exchange credit 











revenues and expenditures balanced, with small surpluses, and achieve 
an overall balance of financial credit. Usually, an adverse balance 
between revenue and expenditure brought about by a direct increase in 
financial spending is easily brought to our attention. As soon as it 
arises we will take active measures to solve the problem. But an 
increase in credit deficits and the issuance of currency brought about 
by an increase in financial expenditures in disguised forms, such as 
propriation or tardiness in repaying bank loans, is likely to be 
neglected. Its seriousness will not be seen until the contradiction 
is tully exposed. Consequently, when the arrangements for the state 
budget are urgent, particularly when some loopholes in the capital 
construction plan appear, there will easily occur a situation in which 
“capital construction pushes financial departments, financial depart- 
ments push the bank and the bank issues banknotes." The experiences 
derived from practice show that to regulate the circulation of the 
currency in a planned way it is very important to adhere to the balance 


of tinancial revenue and expenditure and maintain an overall balance of 


financial credits. The balance between the release and return of credit 
loans cannot be fully guaranteed unless financial revenue and expendi- 
ture are kept balanced. As long as financial revenue and expenditure 
ind th ' nting and repayment ol credit ioans are kept balanced, the 
il purchasing pow ind commodities supply will be baianced on the 
\ rdingly, the situation of being forced to issue excessive 
inknc will not occur, and this will allow the currency and prices 
to be kept basically balanced. 
‘Fourth, correctly applying bank credit es an economic lever and 
rly handling the relationships between the bank and different 


lepartments and enterprises of the national economy. / 


Not only are there administrative relationships in financial management, 
it also there exist close relationships in the economy between the 

bank and different departments and enterprises of the national economy. 
\rough business connections and the application of credit loans, 


settlements, interest and so forth. the bank will play its role as an 
ic lever in helping various JWJepartments and enterprises manage 


t ‘cconomy in an economic way in order to create more material wealth 
Lety 
r a iong period of time we were not good at applying such bank credits 
iS an economic lever to promote and supervise various activities in the 
economy. since the “gang of four’ was smashed, things have changed. 
However, our banking hes not vet beer carried out in a lively way. lts 
rol in economic iever has not been brought into proper play. Both 
excessively loose and excessively tight control of credit funds still 
M, over, some comrades charged with managing the economy do not 
properiy understand she peculiarities of credit loans. They are not 
fami] r wit the policies and stipulations concerning finance and the 
ter r redit loans When they are short f money and unable to 








soon as possible. Taking as an example the circulating funds of state- 
owned enterprises in industry and communications, the State Council has 
decided, after obtaining experience from tests at selected points, to 
switch in a step-by-step way from the existing method by which all funds 
ire supplied by financial departments and the banks and then controlled 
by the relevant bureaus of the State (Council to a system of whole-amount 
redit loans by which all the circulating funds will be supplied by the 
bank in the form of loans. The minimm amount of funds required for the 
normal turnover of enterprises in their production and management, after 
being ratified with a set margin by the financial department, together 
with the responsible department of the enterprise and the People's Bank, 
will be allocated to the bank in the «pproved amount. The bank will then 
release loans to the enterprises in tle set amount and levy some interest. 
Circulating funds beyond the set margin for the enterprises are temporary 
or seasonal requirements. Their turncver should be quicker. They should 
be repaid on time. If the loans are held beyond the specified date, 
higher interest rates should be imposed. The aim of such a reform is 

to bring into full play the supervisory role of bank credit to help 
enterprises improve their management, reduce overstocking of materials 
ind expedite the turnover of funds. 


j , ” a LL ‘* , ¢ . ? 

rirtrtn, changing the supply system and eating ollectively Ssitua- 
] ;  » ly ; - ‘ _AArm4 . , , f ‘ ’ + > . 
‘= } ind unning tne oank in an economic Way. / Vur Dank §s present 


. 2 . . ’ | 
management level is still very low. Our country's banks at all levels 
ire still “eating collectively." The management practice of credit 


funds is as follows: Income and experses are centralized by the head 

Ihe deposits absorbed and the profits made by the banks at all 
leve | nust be surrendered to the heac office. When credit quotas can- 
not illy meet actual requirements, tlhe banks may apply to the head 
yttice for further allocations. Their overhead and other expenses are 
v\ y the head office. The bank: at all levels do not maintain 


indevénd«nt economic accounting. whether their business is good or not 


r r they have made protits or :uffered losses are not subject 
amination. In the system of plained management of credit ioans we 
repared, while adhering to the piinciple of centralization, to 

this situation by adopting the method of ‘unified planning, seif- 
t at all levels, lose links between d. posits and credit loins, 
lavil ilifferences under control’ for part of the deposits and credit 
il ° [ LS ill 1] w the branch fiices in the provinces, municipali- 
t ind autonomous regions to handle their business independently 
rding to the financial policies and credit loan plans of the state 
ind ibsorb more deposit r release more loans if the turnover of 
th r reagit tunds is mo! rapid. Interest should be paid for deposits 
tween the head office and its branches, and strict economic 
intin nould be practiced. Care must be taken to examine th 
c efficiency of the management within the bank and closely link 


iness ichievement with the material benefits ft the manager and 








: ; . - mar . rr ; - . [- mr 4 ™ 7 . - 
socialist economy we must carry out the prin ip ic N omD>ining pianned 


rr 


readjustment with market readjustment while taking the tormer as the 
dominant factor. Since the state plan cannot be all-inclusive anc 
accurate, enterprises are therefore required to make their own produc- 
tion and purchase-sales pians in their business activiti inder the 
guidance of state plans and according to market requirements. Under 


|HKOLOO2ZU } rractice in our economi nstructicn show: L it ha 
nationwide unified management, thi jit funds of the bank are to 
| 


serve all departments and units of the national economy They posses 
the characteristic isage. [t is therefore necessary that, 
under th rerequisi.ce inzg ylanning and tralization, we 
practice self-managzment at all levels in order | zllow banks at all 


Level to have certain initiative in th hala pe ni I re Cc rungs. 
. } [ ; 


1.ctlual Situations demonstrate that Lrih wx t case L rie if 1i11ties and 


Cre VDaANAKS it lower levels ars OT interested in a sorbing deposits and 


recalling loans which are due. rhe ire not concerned with the turn 
over cycies of the funds and the 1 ilts of their usé¢ ich a situatio 
is bound to affect the gathering of redit funds. reat ouncts I 
redit loans will be diverted from their proper use. This will there- 
fore present an obstacle t inil i anagem t r tne | n tne way 
the redit plan i arried out yi e w refor ystem of 

ement of the credit plan and the work of management w n the 
bank mn order t mDi re iWnere!l itraiiza TI { ne Ssary 
i Al iiit i , ( Lange tne Si \ té ind Pat “ t ¥« ly” 
situati t) ) i to cr iLfé t a" I ‘ iditi is T I ] t nitia 
Ci 11] irties into f j ink yp t L el w rh 
bring the bank int il] i Lé 











LEARN THE IMPORTANCE OF MASTERING AND APPLYING THE LAW OF SOCIOECONOMIC 
MOVEMENT 


HKO10200 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 1l, 2 Nov 79 pp 46-52 HK 


[Article by Wang XKuewen [3769 1331 2429]} 


[Text Marxist political economy is the science of the study of the 
law f socioeconomic movement. It aims at revealing the laws of 


socioeconomic movement. It is of extreme importance for the cause ol 
ilist revolution and construction to learn, master and apply the 
ws of socioeconomic movement. 


he law f economic movement (in short, economic law) find their 
existence in the process of economic movement and are derived from 
mic conditions. Similar economic conditions produce similar 


economic movement, and different economic conditions produce 
rent laws of economic movement. That is to say, the laws of 
ic movement are closely related to the »rocess of economic con- 
Short-term contradictions must be res»sxlved within a short 


+ 


period tr time, whereas long- term ones must be resolved over a long 
riod of time. These contradictions emerge continuously, to be 
resolved one after the other. In this objective process the laws of 
mi movement exert their due effects. 
ie history of human society, economic conditions are ev.r develop- 


ing and changing. The prevalent laws of economic movement also change 
with the change in economic conditions. Therefore, the laws of economic 


movement which exist and act upon human societies are historical and 


ins le. A given law of economic movement dominates the economy of 
iven stage of social development. Another law of economic movement 
ill come to dominate the economy as society enters another stage of 
levelopment. Even within the same era, the economy also undergoes 
irijous stages of emergence, establishment, development and deciine. 
hus, the effects of the laws of economic movement also differ from 
Stage to stage. At the emergence and establishment of an economy, the 
29 
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[HKO10205] Some of the laws of economic movement are common and there- 


fore suitable for different periods of time, since they derive from the 


— 


e economl: onditions. The first of these common laws of economic 


ai 
vement is the law of the unity of opposites between the productive 
rces and the relations of production. This law resolves the contra 


tions between the productive forces and the relations of production. 
the process of economic movement in different societies, the develop- 
of production is spurred by the continuous emergence and resolu- 
n of contradictions between the productive forces and the relations 
production. This law also exerts its effects under the influence of 
w of the unity of opposites between the economic substructure and 
iperstructure. We should be able to see the connections between 
common and special laws of economic movement. We should also be 
e to discern the differences between these two groups of laws. How- 
r, it is of greater importance to see the differences. 


m another point of view, in the social economy of a certain period 


ce 


here is a fundamental law of economic movement which plays a 
isive role in the principal aspects and processes of the economy. 
re are also laws of economic movement which act on a single aspect 


several aspects of the economy (nonfundamental laws). In the 


ocess of economic movement the fundamental law of economic movement 
termines the nature of the economy, while nonfundament.:| laws of 
nomi vement tocus on the tuncamentas iW it economic movement 
i work er its guiding influence. For instance, in a socialist 
lety tl levelopment of social production to satisfy social needs is 
indamental law of economic movement in socialism. As for economic 
ws in the socialist economy, such as the law of schematic and propor- 
te development, the law of each according to his ability and dis- 
t mn according to work, the law of value, the law of currency 
it n, and so forth, they are under the guiding influence of the 
ilist fundamental law of economic movement. These laws only work 
rtain a ect ind certain pro sses of the socialist economy. 
\istor in society ther it eldom any purely unitary 
LOorm I re 1iways Che ¢ no remnants or the preced- 
of t in economi rudiments f the following epoch. 
it t ing that the leading econon in society is dominated 
t * l‘undamental iat f economi movement, However, the degree 
1 influen f the leading economy and the fundamental law 
| economy ver the ibordinate economies may vary. The 
rt role the law of the leading economy. the smaller the 
f t iv. if the subordinate economies, and vice versa. Need 
iv, the relations between th leading and subordinate economie 
at j if Line r tne tr é ind phere r their respective 
? it t iss throug tr les In a class 
t tri r i Cia truggl \é trugeis 
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economic practices. Economic theories and practices are closely 
related. 


We must learn both economic theory and economic practice and discer” 
the inherent inexorable relations between the two. A correct undes- 
standing of these aspects can only be acquired by observing the rela- 
tions between economic theory and practice. Theories concern’;:r ne 
laws of economic movement must be tested by practice, and e ‘tv.¢c 
practice must be spurred by applying the laws of economic movewent. 


We must not be content with theories on the laws of economic movement 
learned from books. We must learn the spirit, essence and origin of 
these theories. We must discern their relation. with practice and use 
them as weapons to relate and promote practices. In the meantime, we 
should not be content with our economic work experiences. We must sum 
marize our working experience and raise it to the level of theory and 
law and use it as a basis and weapon for future integration with prac- 
tice to improve our work. 


When problems arise as we apply theory to reality, we must examine 
whether there are any defects in our understanding of reality and 
theory. We must also see if there are any deviations or errors in 
applying theory to reality. After repeated examination of our under- 
standia, of reality and theory, we can improve our ability to apply 
theory to reality and solve practical problems. This is necessary and 
'teneficial to our work. 


In a class society the application of laws of economic movement has its 
class background and involves class interests. In a capitalist society 
only the proletariat and its vanguard party can acquire truly compre- 
hensive knowledge of the laws of economic movement and be able to master 
and apply them. Ina socialist society the class struggle has not yet 
ended. In carrying out socialist revolution and construction, the 
proletariat not only has to learn, master and apply the laws of 
economic movement, particularly socialist laws of economic movement, 
but also must learn, master and apply the law of socialist class 
struggle. These two aspects must be closely integrated to achieve 
smooth and favorable results. We will suffer losses if we work against 
these laws. The extent of the losses depends on the sphere, degree and 
duration of time ia which we work against these laws. On the other 
hand, if we can apply these laws in the processes of economic movement 
and class struggle, we can avoid losses in our work and achieve effec- 
tive results. The effects of these laws are commensurate with the 
sphere, duration and skill of our application of these laws of economic 
movement . 


The principles and policies of our party must be based on the laws of 
socioeccnomic movement. The correctness of the principles and policies 
of the party Central Committee is founded on the fact that they are 
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formulated in accerd with the laws of socioeconomic movement. Such 
principles and policies are closely anc inextr.caltly related to these 
laws. That is why the principles and policies of our party can 
centrally and summarily reflect the actual conditions of the social 
economy and push forward economic and various other areas of work. 

Of course, once principles and poiicies are formulated they will become 
inflexible, while the socioeconomic conditions are ever changing. 
[HKOC10230] When the principles and policies depart from the actual 
conditions of the social economy, we must make corresponding revisions 
according to the degree, duration and sphere of changes in the socio- 
economic condition. Only when such principles and laws conform to the 
socioeconomic condition can they continue to push forward economic and 
other areas of work. 


Although our principles and policies are formulated according to the 
laws of socioeconomic movement, it is difficult to fully master the 
actions and results of the laws of economic movement due to objective 
and subjective limitations. When the principles and policies do not 
conform to the socioeconomic conditions, they must be revised and 
supplemented (even if there is no change in the economic condition 
and laws of economic movement). Only thus can the principles and 
policies more correctly and incisively reflect the actual economic 
conditions, conform to the laws of economic movement and exert their 
due effec:s. 


To learn, master and apply the laws of economic movement, we must 
thoroughly criticize the revisionist fallacies of Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four." Due to their reactionary class nature and plot to 
usurp the highest leadership of party and state, Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" wantonly distorted and conjured up laws of economic 
movement and laws of class struggle. They boosted with all their 

might the reaction of the relations of production and the superstruc- 
ture over the productive forces and the economic base, respectively. 
They advocated the idealism that the superstructure determines every- 
thing. They denied the basic law of development of human society that 
‘productive forces determine the relations cf production and the economic 
base determines the superstructure. They also denied the objective 
nature of the laws of economic movement and the law of class struggle. 
Only by thoroughly criticizing Lin Biao and the "gan; of four," purging 
their evil influences and overcoming the various erroneous thoughts can 
we clear the various obstacles to the learning, mastering and applica- 
tion of the laws of economic movement and the law of class struggle. 


To learn, master and apply the laws of economic movement, we must 
seriously summarize the experience of our 30 years of economic con- 
struction. Throughout these 30 years ovr economic construction has 
achieved great results, acquired experiences of success and learned 
many lessons. We must seriously summarize and analyze these experi- 
ences and lessons to learn, master and apply the socialist laws of 
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economic movement. This will deepen our understanding of the roles and 
forms of expression of these laws under the concrete economic condi- 
tions of China. Reviewing the past helps one understand the present. 
We summarize our 30 years of historical experience so as to learn from 
past experiences. Only thus can we learn, master and apply the laws of 
economic movement to do a good job of readjusting, restructuring, con- 
solidating and improving the n- .onal economy. Only thus can we solve 
the new problems confronting the realization of the four modernizations 
and strive to fulfill the general task of the new era under the leader- 
ship of the party Central Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng. 
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THE CURRENT DANGER OF WAR AND THE DEFENSE OF WORLD PEACE 
HK240630 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 53-58 HK 
[Article by RED FLAG commentator] 


[Text] What Actually Is the Current Danger of War? Is There More 
Detente or More Tension in the International Situation? 


For some time the Soviet leaders and media have gone all out to adver- 
tise such things as "this policy of detente has already been estab- 
lished in the world," and "; w possibilities" have now appeared for 
"completely eliminating the danger of war." The "dominant trend at 
present” is the "easing of international tension." The signing of 

SALT II between the Soviet Union and the United States "has enabled 

the overwhelming majority of manxind to have a breathing spell." It is 
"a major step forward on the road of universal improvement of the whole 
international climate." 


Are the facts really so? Is the world today as full of "detente" and 

as peaceful as Moscow has portrayed it? Let us first take a look at 

the arms race between the two superpowers. Despite this or that kind 

of disarmament proposal put forward and the signing of one strategic 
arms limitation agreement after another, both the Soviet Union and the 
United States are still strengthening their nuclear and conventional 
arms, an area in which the Soviet Union is already leading in many 
fields. According to materials announced by the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies in London and materials from other Western sources, 
the U.S. Army at present has 2.02 million men (not including nearly 

1 million civilian employees). National defense expenditures in 1978 
amounted to mre than $100 billion, or 5 percent of the GNP. The Uni't:ed 
States has more than 2,200 strategic weapons delivery vehicles (includ- 
ing ICBM's, submarine-launche! missiles and long-range bombers), 10,000 
tanks, 23,000 aircraft and more than 300 major warships (totaling 2.25 
million tons). The Soviet Army now has more than 4 million men. The 
national defense expenditures of the USSR in 1978 amounted to $140 
billion, or 10 to 15 percent of the GNP. It has more than 2,500 stra- 
tegic weapons delivery vehicles, 46,000 tanks, more than 14,000 aircraft 
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and more than 550 major battleships ‘totaling more than 1.9 million 
tons). 


While stepping up their arms race, the two superpowers are also intensi- 
fying their contention in various parts of the world. 


Europe is the major ground of contention. At present it is very quiet 
on the surface, with no signs of hostility. However, the Soviet Union 
on the one hand and the United States and its West European allies on 
the other have deployed an enormous number of crack divisions armed with 
the most up-to-date planes and tanks and have installed guided missiles 
on launching pads aimed at the opposite side's vital areas. From 
orbiting satellites to the network of electronic surveillance systems 
on the ground working around the clock to check on each other's mili- 
tary activities, and from the war plans drawn up and the military 
exercises and maneuvers held against the opposite side, which is the 
"hypothetical enemy," they are actually in a tense stalemate. This 
makes the continent a potential "powder keg" for a massive war. 


Because of the increased expansion offensive by the Soviet Union and 
its employment of surrogates and mercenaries to carry out sabotage and 
create disturbance in areas of Africa, the Middle East and Persian Gulf 
and Southeast Asia, there has been no end to political turmoil and 
armed conflicts. Strategically, these areas are on Europe's flank and 
control the lifeline that the United States and its allies depend on 
for such important strategic materials as oil and nonferrous metals. 
Not only must the countries in the areas themselves take the lead in 
opposing Soviet expansion and domination, but the United States and its 
allies also absolutely cannot just sit back and watch, because all kinds 
of struggles and conflicts will keep on occurring, and this might even 
touch off a direct confrontation betwéen the superpowers. 


In Southeast Asia, Vietnam has staged, with the support of the Soviet 
Union, a large-scale war of aggression against Kampuchea, carried out 
the military occupation of Laos and embarked on milicary provocations 
along the Chinese border which are still continuing. The military 
activities of the Soviet hegemonists are constantly disrupting the 
peace oi this area and threatening the safety of various countries, the 
ASEAN countries in particular, surrounding Indochina. At the confer- 
ence of ministers of the five ASEAN countries held in Indonesia this 
June, some of the foreign ministers pointed out that the Vietnamese 
invasion of Kampuchea was precisely “a declaration of war on Southeast 
Asia." Public opinion in Thailand pointed out that, because of the 
large numbers of Vietnamese invading forces pressing close to the Thai- 
Kampuchean border, the people of Thailand are already aware that their 
nation is "facing the most serious threat ever encountered in the three- 
plus decades since the Japanese occupation in the early part of World 
War II." Relying on the blood transfusion and encouragement of the 
Soviet Union, the Vietnamese authorities have now put their internal 
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politics and economy wholly on the course of an aggressive war. They are 
making use of various propaganda media to incite national hostility -.ward 
the Chinese and Kampuchean people and the peoples o- other countries, 
fanning militarism and indulging in endless wars of aggression, com- 
pletely oblivious to the fate of the people in their own country. They 
have turned all of Vietnam into a massive military camp for external 
aggression. Vietnam has become the source of war in Southeast Asia. 


Even though the Western Hemisphere is far removed from the major ground 
of contention of the superpowers, the recent incident involving the 
stationing of Soviet combat troops in Cuba also caused a great uproar 
in the United States. The seriousness of the problem was not in the 
combat strength of this unit itself but in the fact that it again made 
clear that the Soviet Union is building this island state, which is 
on.\y a short distance from the United States, into its military bastion 
ani advance base in the Western Hemisphere. 


Very clearly, the international situation is not heading toward "detente" 
as the Soviet Union has claimed. Instead, it has become more tense, 
with factors involving the danger of war increasing. 





In This Kind of Situation, What Is the Meaning of the "Policy of 
Detente" Noisily Advocated by the Soviet Union? 


Primarily, it is for the sake of covering up the arms race and external 
expansion that the Soviet Union is currentiy carrying out and obscuring 
the domination and wars of its surrogates in order to scramble for 
strategic grounds, plunder strategic resources, control strategic 
passages and improve its strategic global position. At the same time, 
it is also for the sake of deceiving the good intention of the univer- 
sal demand to win an‘ maintain peace in an attempt to rob the people of 
vigilance and paralyze their fighting will, give some people a false 
sense of satisfaction and provide people with illusions of a certain 
satisfaction. This is being done so that the national defense efforts 
and diplomatic struggles of some countries which might prevent war can- 
mot be carried out. Prior to World War II, this was the trick adopted 
by Hitler's Germany to fool England and France and place them at a dis- 
advantage, so that in the end the outbreak of total war could not be 
averted. 


The Soviet "policy of detente" also means making the other party give 
way step by step and surrender without a fight. Soviet external expan- 
sion relies mainly on its rapidly growing military strength and simul- 
taneously on its political blackmail and engineered subversions. If 
the directly victimized country offers no resistance and the other 
interested countries also watch impotently on the sideline, there is 
"detente" so far as the Soviet Union is concerned. If, on the other 
hand, the interested countries wage a retaliatory struggle and defeat 
the Soviet plan of aggression, then "detente" will be broken and tension 
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will result. Ay «nm Italian paper said: Brezhnev “wants to make the 
detente of Europe subordinate to the acceptance of the Soviet concept 
of security by all European countries and also subordinate to the sub- 
stantive concession of all European countries." 


The Soviet Propaganda Media Has Said That the So-Called Danger of War 
Was Invented by China With the Aim of Opposing the Soviet Union. It Has 
Also Said That China Wants To Stir Up a World War. How Should Such Lies 
Be Repudiated? 


The Soviet press and radio have attacked China for whipping up "a move- 
ment hostile to the Soviet Union," “distorting” the policies of the 
Soviet Union and “fabricating” the "myth of the ‘Soviet military 
menace.'" This is to say that the constant expansion of the Soviet 

war machine, its aggression in various parts of the world, its con- 
ducting of wars through surrogates and its occupation of other coun- 
tries, which are well-known, indisputable facts, have become invisible 
and untouchable "myths." This statement itself is a remarkable myth! 


Several years ago, when China exposed Soviet hegemonism and the danger 
of the world war it was preparing, there were still people who thought 
that this was a confrontation between China and the Soviet Union which 
had nothing to do with them. Through harsh reality and from their own 
experience and the lessons of others, more and more people today have 
come to the correct conclusion. Publications in various countries have 
recently pointed out: Western Europe today is faced with a “serious 
challenge." "Despite some empty words about ‘detente’ which are self- 
deluding as well as deluding to others, the menace to peace and freedom 
is greater than ever before. A harsh reality is that, even if we do not 
count the Warsaw Pact countries, the Soviet Union alone has deployed a 
million regular troops and 30,000 tanks against Western Europe. This is 
many times more than Hitler had in May 1940." (The DAILY EXPRESS of 
England) "Soviet ambitions in Africa can no longer be covered up. 
Because of the emergence and growth of such ambitions, the situation is 
very serious for the whole of Africa." (AL-AKHBAR of Egypt) “The Soviet 
buildup of military forces in the Far East is the greatest factor for 
instability in Asia." (NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN) "The primary root cause 
of tension in Asia is Soviet hegemonism."” "The second is Vietnam." 
"Vietnamese aggression and provocations are but a link of Soviet hege- 
monism which is being pushed worldwide." (MODERN ASIA of Japan) An 
article in LE FIGARO of France said: "In whort, we must make no mistake 
in assessing the situation, which is very serious. Deng Xiaoping's words 
on the possibility of ‘a third world war’ were not uttered rashly." 
"Reality has unremittingly proved thet the Chinese are correct: China 
has exposed every day the hegemonist ambitions of the “new tsars" in the 
Kremlin. 


Quite a few people not only generally see the danger of the Soviet Union 
preparing for war, but have also concretely pictured the conditions, 
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place and time for this outbreak, along with its circumstances and 
development. There is an appraisal prevalent in some countries that 
the USSR will have reached the zenith of its military power by the 
early 1980's and achieved all-round superiority over the United States 
and its allies. Because of the fundamental weakness of the Soviet 
economy and politics, there will be a relative decline after this 
period. The peaking of Soviet military preparations will be the most 
favorable time for the Soviet Union to use force against the West. 
Therefore, the Soviet authorities will take advantage of this chance 
of a lifetime to step up contention for world hegemony, carrying out 
still greater political blackmail with the backing of its military 
might and provoking more violent “local conflicts," " 


wars for resources" 


and “wars through surrogates" which might “escalate to confrontation 
between the superpowers," even leading to a nuclear exchange and the 
outbreak of the third world war. 


It should be said that there is a certain foundation for the above 
theory of “the critical period of the 1980's." Although the outbreak 
of war is governed by many complex political, economic and military 
factors and it is very difficult to make a precise predicti.n, the 
rapid buildup of Soviet military strength and the intensified global 
offensive are definitely increasing the danger of war and inter- 
nationally causing more and more kaowledgeable people to be worried 
and on their guard. 


What merits attention is that there has appeared in the Soviet Union 
the view that victory can be won in a new nuclear war. When Khrushchev 
was in power, the Soviet Union was relatively inferior to the United 
States with regard to missiles and nuclear arms. Khrushchev was 
terrorized by the U.S. nuclear deterrent and clamored that any local 
war could lead to a nuclear world war which could "destroy" the whole 
world. Therefore, any kind of war must be given up. (See the TV 
broadcast made by Khrushchev on 15 June 1961.) The Soviet Union today 
has already achieved relative superiority over the United States in 
certain categories of missiles and nuclear arms; therefore, its view on 
nuclear war has also changed. Soviet military works have repudiated 
the theory of there being no victor in a nuclear war (though this has 
been ascribed to a “bourgeois theorist") and have pointed out that the 
Soviet Union can win in a nuclear war with the West. This means that 
even the Soviet authorities do not negate the possibility of the out- 
break of a new war, and a nuclear war at that. Only their views on 
such questions as who will start it and what will be its nature are 
different from ours. 


As for the anti-China cliches that China is "warlike" and wants to 
“trigger” and "take advantage" of a new world war to “win world 
hegemony" churned out by the Soviet propaganda machine, no one with a 
head of his own in the international arena believes this, apart from 
Cuba in the West and the "Cuba of the East." Opposing wars of 
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aggression and defending world peace have been the consistent stand and 
fundamental point of departure of the Chinese Government and people in 
international activities. iu the three or more decades since the 
founding of the People's Republic, the people of China have made the 
greatest effort and national sacrifice toward this end. The Chinese 
people, who have suffered enough from the ravages of war, sre deeply 
aware of the value of peace. The Chinese people are working hard today 
to build their country into a modern and advancd socialist power and 
more than ever aeed a permanent peaceful international environment. It 
is useless and imnossible for China to trigger a new world war which 
would entail unprecedented disasters. We also oppose any stperpower 
doing this. The Chinese people will continue to make the efort and 
struggle together with the peace-loving nations and peoples of the 
world to oppose the aggression and expansion of hegemonism and to pre~ 
vent a new world war. Peoples and farsighted politicians of countries 
throughout the world are hoping that China will become prosperous, rich 
and strong. A strong and modern socialist China will become the bulwark 
for defending world peace. 





The Soviet Propaganda Machine Is Saying That Soviet Military Expansion 
and Preparations Are for the Defense of Its Own Security and the Security 
of the “Communist Community." There Are Also People Who Hold That the 
Soviet Union Has No intention of Starting a War of Aggression. How 
Should This Be Viewed? 


To clarify whether the military strength of a country is actually for 
its own defense or for attacking another country is not a difficult 
matter under today's con.itions. Numerous facts have proved that Soviet 
military expansion and pieparations have already far exceeded defensive 
requirements and are for .cizing world hegemony. 


1. From 1968 to 1978, Soviet military expenditures were more than 10 
percent higher than those of the United States. If we take into con- 
sideration the differences in the calculation of military expenditures, 
the calibers, prices and standards of arms, the actual growth rate of 
the Soviet military forces surpassed by far that of the military forces 
of the United States. 


2. The ratio of active service forces between the Soviet Union and 
the United States is about 2 to l. 


3. The ratio of strategic nuclear attack strength between the Soviet 
Union and the United States is about 1.1 to 1 in delivery vehicles, 
0.66 to 1 in number and 2.4 to 1 in equivalent weight. The Soviet 
Union is continuing to improve the quality of its delivery vehicles 
and to increase their efficiency. It is also deploying new MIRV's, 
Backfire bombers and submarine-launched ballistic missiles. 
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4. The ratio of conventional forces between the Soviiet Union and the 
United States is about 4.6 to 1 in tanks, 4.4 to 1 in artilicery, 1 tol 
in naval and air force fighter aircraft, 1.8 to 1 in major battleships 
and 0.8 to 1 in tonnage. The Soviet Union is energeticaliy improving 
the perfor: ce of all weapons systems, developing new types wf tanks 
and fighter ircraft and building new aircraft carriers, amphibious 
craft and su)marines. The Soviet Navy already has the ability to carry 
out activities in all parts of the world. 


Because the Soviet Union has moved into high gear in the arms race, 
Soviet military strength, which used to lag far behind the United 
States, has already overtaken and forged ahead to surpass the United 
States in many fields. 





The deployment of Soviet forces in Europe also illustrates their 
offensive character. The Warsaw Pact organization, with the Soviet 
Army as the mainstay, has deployed nearly 180 combat divisions, over 
40,000 tanks and over 10,000 planes in Europe. They are, respectively, 
1.8 times, 2.5 times and 1.1 times those of NATO. The hundreds of 
medium-range missiles and Backfire bombers and the more than 10,000 
nuclear warheads deployed by the Soviet Union have placed the whole of 
Western Europe within striking range. 


In recent years the Soviet Union has wantonly carried out expansion and 
constantly seized strategic grounds by means of surrogates and merce- 
naries in an attempt to control strategic passages from the Indian Ocean 
to the Pacific Ocean, plunder strategic resources and step up strategic 
global deployments. This also fully demonstrates that the USSR is not 
doing it purely for defense and without the intention of starting en 
aggressive war. 


Some People Believe That the Serious Jil Crisis Will Lead to a New War. 
What Actually Will Be the Source of War? 


Both in times of peace and war, oil is a very important strategic 
material. The United States imports more than 30 percent of its oil, 
Western Europe 60 percent and Japan most of its oil from the Gulf area. 
Because of the a velopment of the energy crisis, some Western countries 
are attaching greater importance to insuring the supply of oil from areas 
like the Gulf and resisting Soviet expansion in this area. The Soviet 
Union itself is an oil-exporting country, and its desire to seize this 
area has a most significant political motive--to threaten the existence 
of the countries of ine West, gain 4 stranglehold on them and force then 
to submit to Soviet supremacy. In this sense the serious oil crisis can 
definitely become a factor increasing the danger of war. There is the 
possibility that the struggle for oil might trigger a new war. However, 
there is an even deeper source of a world war. 
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World war is a product of the imperialist system. A vital feature of 
imperialism is unbalanced development and partition of the world based 
on actual power. This inevitably will lead to violent conflicts and 
even to the outbreak of a world war. This was how the two world wars 
started. Although the United States is the curre=t leading economic 
power, its supremacy is on the decline. On the other hand, the Soviet 
Union, an imperialist superpower wearing the socialist sign, is catching 
up and trying to gain world hegemony. It is responsible for nearly all 
the upheavals and unrest and local conflicts in international relations 
today. The danger of a new world war comes mainly from this highly 
aggressive and venturesome social imperialist superpower. 


What Is the Basis for Saying That a New World War Can Be Deferred? 


At present, factors involving the danger of war are on the increase. 
This is one aspect of the problem. There is also another aspect: 
Forces opposing war and safeguarding peace are on the increase; at the 
same time, factors inhibiting the outbreak of war are developing. This 
condition will provide a possibility for deferring the outbreak of war 
and gaining a longer »eriod of peace. 


People of every country in the world long for peace and stability. 

The countries and peoples of the Third World that have broken the 
shackles of imperialism and colonialism require a peaceful international 
environment to consolidate their political independence, safeguard 

their sovereignty and territorial integrity and strengthen and develop 
their national economy. This is particularly the case with countries 
and people who have themselves suffered the disturbances and ravages of 
war. Peoples of Europe and Japan who have been through the catastrophe 
of world war all highly value peace. Not even the peoples of the Soviet 
Union and the United States want war. Any hegemonist who wants to start 
a war will naturally lose all popular support and will be opposed by 
people throughout the world. 


Proceeding from their own different conditions, the people of the world 
who are awakening daily are waging many-sided struggles against the 
hegemonist policies of ggression and war. They advocate that the 
affairs of all countries be determined by their own people and that the 
affairs of Asia, Africa and Latin America be determined by the peoples 
of these areas themselves. They oppose all foreign intervention. They 
advocate that peace zones be set up and oppose hegemony by any country 
in any area. Ther condemn the hegemonists for creating disturbances and 
stirring up local wars, denounce the aggressive actions of the Soviet 
Union and its surrogates Vietnam end Cuba and call for the Vietnamese 
invading forces to get out of Kampuchea and for the Cubar mercenaries 
to get out of Africa. The heroic struggle of the army and people of 
Democratic Kampuchea has continued to deal blows to the Vietnamese 
invading troops. Faced with the threat of hegemonist aggression, many 
countries of the Third World are cooperating to strengthen their own 
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national defense capsaility and defenses. Western Europe and Japan are 
increasingly paying attention to strengthening ‘eir own defensive 
capability. The Chinese Government and people have made unremitting 
efforts in internationai activities to oppose hegemonism, prevent 
aggression and safeguard world peace. All these are positive contribu- 
tions to pu ting off the outbreak of a world war. 


The possibility of putting off the outbreak of waz stili .ies in the 
weakness of the hegemonists, particularly the Soviet hegemon’sts, who 
still do not have an ability equal to their ambition. Only the Soviet 
Union and the United States are cavable of starting a world war. 
Because its actual position of strength has fallen rvlatively, the 
United States is on the defensive. The Soviet he,yemonists are very 
ambitious and attempt to dominate the world, but they are plagued by 
economic ills, and their development is very slow. The people's dis- 
satisfaction is growing, and national contradictions have always been 
very acute. The “community” is full of struggles for and against con- 
trol and has fallen into the predicament of being encircled inter- 
nationally. Although they have been successful at external expansion 
in the past, there have also been failures. In short, their strategic 
deployments for starting a war have not been completed, and difficulties 
are increasing. 


What Is the Correct Path for Upholding World Peace? 


Internationally, there are people who believe that adopting the “policy 
of containment" and "forcing the hand" of the Soviet Union can be very 
dangerous and "will drive the Soviet Union into war." Because of this, 
“regardless of what they may be, the Sov’et Union should be allowed some 
small advantages." They want to leave *ae Soviet Union "some leeway" 

by reans of economic aid so that a “safety valve" will exist in times 

of crisis. 


The Soviet hegemonists are definitely in a srzcicament. But on the 
question of “compulsion” they primariiy have their own policy of 
aggression to blame. They themselves have forced the people of the 
world into opposins, Soviet hegemonism. Will “allowing them some small 
advantages" make them give up their policy of external aggression? 
Facts over the past few years have proved that the more one gives way, 
the more voracious their appetite will grow and the more arrogant they 
will become. Leaving them "some leeway" or supplying them with economic 
aid is actually aiding their huge military machine and making it run 
fester. This kind of “safety valve" cannot keep the peace, «J what it 
releases in times of crisis is the calamity of war for the peoples of 
the world. 


What is the correct path for upholding peace? China's historical advo- 
cation is to actually inform people of the danger of war and heighten 
their vigilance, so that they will carry out proper preparations to 


102 

















strike back at agg :ssors, adopt realistic measures and practical 
actions to constantly upset the expansionist schemes of the planners 
of war, oppose the policy of appeasement and, when necessary, take 
reta.‘atocry actions against aggressors. It must be vointed out that 
we s'* ~9t against “detente” but are against hegemonism, aggression 
and expansion, in addition to hegemonism under the camouflage of 
“detente.” We are not opposed to otner countries’ developing normal 
state relations with the Soviet Union. We are striving to make such 
improvements ourselves. However, we oppose acopting a policy of 
appeasement toward hegemonism. Instead of a “detente” that is hypo- 
critical, we want a det«ute which is in keeping with the principles of 
international relations that respect independence, sovereignty, eqvality 
and friendly “*oferation and which is conducive to upholding inter- 
national peacy: . <« security. We believe that if all peace-loving 
nations and peo;.. ‘i; throughout the world strengthen unity, adhere to 
the correct roa 9. wy’ *lding peace and make the effort in a down-to- 
earth manner they ‘11 be able to avert the outbreak of war and win 
world peace. 


CSO: 4004 
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GAINS AND LOSSES IN TRANSFORMING NATURE 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 59-62 
[Article by Yu Moucthang [0151 6180 2490)] 


{Text} In the light of mankind's past practice, conscientiously sum- 
marizing the experiences of gains and losses in transforming nature, 
overcoming blindness, raising consciousness, protecting China's natu: 
resources and environment against destruction aud supplying the neces 
sary conditions for hastening agricultural modernization constitute an 
issue which deserves our serious attention. 


I 


In the process of transforming nature, if our activities conform to 
the laws of nature, we will acquire the things necessary for our sur- 
vival and development. On the other hand, if we pay attention only to 
the immediate and direct benefits from cur labor, while completely 
overlooking the consequences which will manifest themselves in the 
future, we will often lose many things in nature. Thus, there are all 
kinds of relationships between gain and loss in transforming nature. 
In terms of time, we may make a gain in the pr. ~ent period but suffer 
a loss in the future. In terms of area, one p.a.° may make a gain 
vhile another may suffer a loss; or vice versa. In terms of the 
different unite, when agriculture makes a gain, forestry and livestock 
may suffer a loss; or vice versa. In terms of the part and the whole, 
the part may make a gain while the whole may suffer a loss; wr vice 
versa. In view of che highly complex relationship between the gains 
and losses in transforming nature, we must make concrete analyses and 
summarize the historical lessons of experience, so that the combined 
result yields us| maximum benefit and relatively serious damage is 
avoided. 


Forest exploitation is a good thing to start with. However, when we 
cut trees indiscriminately and destroy the forests to reclaim land, we 
will indeed obtain certain results in the first stage, such as acquir- 
ing lumber, harvesting grain or obtaining animal products, but the 
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effect will be entirely different and unexpected in the second and third 
stages. With the destruction of forests, the centers for moisture 
storage are lost, and the rainwater washes away the topsoil and turns 
the area into a barren land, thus nullifying the result of the first 
stage and changing the gain into a loss. Certain areas in China's 
Northwest were once wooded and grassy regions with dense forests and 
abundant water and grass, constituting one of the birthplaces of our 
magnificent culture. Subsequently, due to blind exploitation, the 
forests were destroyed, and the 430,000 square kilometers of land 
underwent severe soil erosion. By the eve of liberation, the region 
had turned into a vast land of bare mountains and barren hills. On 
Hainan Island, as three-fourths of the tropical forest was destroyed, 
drought and flood disasters are becoming ever more aggravated. The 
irrational exploitation and extensive lumbering in the Ziwuling forest 
regions between Shaanxi and Gansu and in the souchern part of Daxingan 
Mountain in the Northeast destroyed the ecological balance and damaged 
the development of agricultural production. 


Grasslands are used for pasturing. If they are irrationally cultivated, 
or if they are overgrazed, although we may obtain some grain or animal 
products that year, after several years, or 100 or 200 years, due to the 
destruction, the grasslands will turn into deserts and the soil will 
lose its productive capacity, deteriorating in the opposite direction, 
thus making grazing as well as grain cultivation impossible. The 
Keergin Region in the eastern part of China was, in the 10th century, 

a good area with "fertile soil for farming and water and grass for 
pasturing."” Due to excessive cultivation and pasturing, especia!ly 

with the land reclamation policy followed by the Qing government for 

the purpose of increasing revenues, the fertile plain of water and 

grass became a desert. The Eerduosi Maowusu region was an area of 
"1,000 li of fertile soil and excellent for pasturing" in the Qin and 
Han period. After more than 1,000 years of indiscriminate cultivation 
from the Tang to the Ming and Qing dynasties, it is now a desert, with 
a tendency of expanding. 


China has many lakes which not only furnish abundant fresh water 
resources but also serve to regulate river runoffs, control flood, 
drain off e.cess water, irrigate, and facilitate navigation. If we 
exploit the lake resources improperly, enclose the marshes for culti- 
vation indiscriminately and turn the water surface into farmland, 
considering only grain and nothing else, only the present and not the 
future, the unfavorable consequences will be serious. The areas 
enclosed for cultivation around Boyang Lake, currently the largest 
freshwater lake in China, have reached 800 square kilometers, reducing 
the lake surface by 20 percent. Dongting Lake, once China's largest 
freshwater lake, was relatively stable before the East Jin dynasty. 
In the ensuing 1,400 years th. lake surface decreased an average of 
2.8 square kilometers annually. Between 1820 and 1890 the decrease 
was 8.4 square kilometers per year. In the first half of the 20th 
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century the annual decrease was 20 square kilometers. After liberation, 
according to statistics covering 28 years, the average annual decrease 
was 88.6 square kilometers and as much as 245 square kilometers in some 
years. Thus, the surface of Dongting Lake has been reduced by one-third 
or more. The Changjiang-Hanshui group of lakes in Hubei Province, 
famous as the ancient Yunmeng Lakes, was known as the 1,000 lakes. 

Since liberation, due to indiscriminate enclosing for cultivation, the 
number of lakes has been reduced from 1,066 to 326 and the lake surface 
areca from 8,330 square kilometers to 2,370. The reduction of the lake 
surface has led to the disappearance of large amounts of freshwater 
resources, loss of the cupacity for irrigation and flood control, the 
onslaught of droughts and floods on the farmland, the loss of large 
amounts of reed, the loss of fish and shrimp, lotus roots and water 
chestnuts, and the destruction of the freshwater breeding industry. 

Such losses far exceed the benefit in grain production. The permanent 
consequence of indiscriminately enclosing the lake for cultivation is 
the destruction of the ecological balance and the environmental resources 
of the area. 





Therefore, while the desire to improve grain production is good, if we 
only pay attention to the current, local and partial interest, give no 
consideration to the long-range and overall interest, and ignore the 
laws of nature, we may reap results contrary to our desire. It is a 
lesson which must be conscientiously learned. 


Il 


Why must we foilow the objective laws when transforming nature? Because 
nature is an orga:ic whole. In this entity, all kinds of things are 
mutually linked and interactive, and they develop and change according 
to their inherent objective laws. Man's food production is a process 

in the biosphere of nature. The biosphere is a gigantic and complex 
ecosystem. It consists of branch systems of different grades. A 
stretch of forest, a piece of grassland, a river, a lake or a sea area-- 
each is a relatively independent ecosystem. The ecosystems have been 
formed after a lon; period of historical development, their structures 
and functions possess a relative stability, they maintain a state of 
dynamic equilibrium, and they can, within a certain limit, automatically 
regulate and control themselves for the best productive capacity. How- 
ever, beyond a certain limit their automatic regulation and control 

will be damaged, leading to the destruction of their structure, the 
deterioration of their functions, and the loss of their balance or even 
their complete disintegration. 


Man's survival and productive activities are closely connected with the 
structure and functions of the various ecosystems and are intimately 
linked with air, water, soil, plants and animals. In our activities to 
transform nature and exploit the forests, grasslands, soil and lakes, 
we must study the dynamic laws of the ecosystems, observe the objective 
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laws of nature, adopt an extremely intelligent and cautious scientific 
attitude and measures, and protect the balance of the ecosystems, or 
cveate a new balance, with plans and goals, so that we may produce 
beneficial results in our struggle to transform nature. 


Agricultural production is the conversion of material and energy. We 
put material and energy, including labor and machinery, chemical ferti- 
lizer and insecticides, inte the soil for the purpose of making maximum 
use of the photosynthesis of the plants and obtaining a maximum output 
of beneficial crops. For this reason, the process of agricultural pro- 
duction must conform to the dynamic laws of the ecosystems and, under 
the condition of the ecological balance in nature, preserve the favor- 
able effect of the various factors such as soil, water, vegetation and 
climate on the growth of the crops. If such laws are violated and the 
balance of the ecosystems is destroyed by improper agricultural activ- 
ities, we will not only fail to obtain the maximum agricultural output 
but may even destroy the agricultural resources, thereby endangering 
agricultural production itself. 


Forests serve the functions of conserving moisture, regulating runoft;, 
adjusting the climate, consolidating -he topsoil and controlling wind 
and sand. The balance of the ecosystem of forests is linked with 
water, the lifeline of agricuiture, and soil, its foundation. There- 
fore, it is an important condition for th: development of agriculture. 
When improper agricultural activities damage the forests, this will 
weaken the water percolation of the soil, reduce the amount of moisture 
stored underground and destroy the center of water storage, resulting 
in the loss of regulation of rainwater runoff, inundation in the rainy 
season, and aggravation of drought in the dry season due to the drying 
up of mountain springs. The water evaporation of forests is one of the 
main sources of vapor in the atmosphere. Chopping down forests will 
reduce the vapor content in the atmosphere, decrease the rainfall, 
disrupt the normal circulation of water and make the climate dry. The 
destruction of forests will hasten soil impoverishment, aggravate 
erosion from rainwater runoff, enhance the effect of wind erosion, 
cause serious soil erosion and lead to soil destruction. Therefore, 

in our activities we must not only see the lumber from exploiting the 
forests, the potash for fertilizer from burning trees, and the grain 
from land reclamation, but aiso consider the fact that the ecosystem 

is a mutually linked entity, maintain the stability of the agricultural 
environment in the large sphere, and preserve the ecological balance. 
Protecting the ecosystem of the forests means protecting water, the 
lifeline of agriculture, and soil, its foundation, and constitutes an 
important condition for developing agriculture and bringing wealth to 
the nation and prosperity to the people. 


Wei Xian of South Song and Mei Zengliang of Qing both discussed the 
functions of forests. Wei KXian's book, “Observations of Water Conser- 
vation in Siming's Tashan," discuzeed the long history of the Tashan 
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irrigation ditches in Yin County, Zhejiang, described the functions of 
the dense forest of giant trees and bamboo, and lamented the destruc- 
tion resulting from chopping down the forest. He wrote: “Siming's 
scenery was beautiful, and the mountains were deep and elegant. 
Formerly, the giant trees were tall and multitudinous, the ground was 
level along the streams, and the bamboo was thick and flourishing. In 
times of flash floods, as the soil was held by the roots of the trees, 
not much was washed away. In recent years, the indiscriminate cutting 
down of trees has not only denuded the mountains but also the level 
land. When there is a flood, there are no trees to check the current 
nor anything to hold the soil. The loose soil is washed down with the 
current, blocking the streams as high as 40 to 50 feet." He then dis- 
cussed the destruction of the forests, the serious soil erosion and 
the blocking of the channels by mud and silt, creating the evil conse- 
quences of destroying navigation and irrigation. Mei Zengliang's 
article, "On Disaster-Stricken People's Affairs," discussed the effect 
of forests, such as controlling the speed of water flow, consolidating 
sandy soil, conserving water and protecting soil. He said that the 
victims of natural disasters of Xuancheng, Anhui, chopped down the 
forest in the mountains, reclaimed land, loosened the soil so that 
gravel and dirt flowed downhill when it rained, caused soil erosion 
and destroyed the fertile land below the mountains. He declared that 
what they did was "reclaiming barren land to harm f rtile fields." 


To avoid this situation, we must, in the process of transforming 
nature, consciously exercise control and protect the balance of the 
ecosystems. 


In sum, the key to the gain or loss in transforming nature is the cor- 
rect interpretation, understanding and utilization of the laws of 
nature. Only by following the lawrc of nature will we be able to under- 
stand nature and control it. "If we do not obey the orders of nature, 
we will not be able to control it." (Bacon) 


III 


Naturally, the laws of nature can be understood. "Our entire control of 
nature rests in the fact that we are stronger than all other animals and 
can correctly understand and apply the laws of nature." (Engels, 
"Natural Dialectics," "Complete Works of Marx and Engeis," Vol 20, p 519) 
Understanding the laws of nature is a necessary condition for man's 
purposeful activities, and the conscious control of the natural process 
is founded on understanding «he laws of nature. The expansion of our 
effect on nature, the increase in the result of such effect, and its 
direction, intensity and consequence (gain or loss, large or small gain, 
and the gain greater than the loss, or vice versa) are all linked with 
our understanding and utilization of the laws of nature. Only when we 
understand the laws of nature will we have the freedom of will and 
action. 
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Agricultural production is man's attempt to transform the biosphere 
according to his own goal and to utilize the productive energy of 
beneficial animals and plants. We must realize that utilizing tve laws 
of the ecosystem is to create the best structure and maximum funct.™ms 
of the various agricultural ecosystems and realize the maximum output 
of the beneficial oreanisms. This is the goal of agricultural produc- 
tion. 


In the process of agricultural production, all the natural environmental 
conditions and all kinds of natural elements, such as soil, water, 
climate, and animals and plants, must be considered as productive fac- 
tors and included in the entire productive process. The various areas 
have very different environmental conditions. Naturally, there are also 
social and economic and scientific and technical conditions which are 
linked with the environmental factors. Studying such conditions scien- 
tifically, obeving the objeciive laws of the ecosystem, starting from 
the different conditions of th: various areas, formulating overall plans 
for the productive undertaking ani making rational arrangements consti- 
tute an important aspect of agricultural modernization. Such planning 
must include the standard and the ratio for the rational use of land by 
agriculture, forestry and livestock and must determine the direction 

of such rational use of land and the best way to integrate the three, 

in order to utilize our land resources and environmental conditions 

most fully and most rationally and promote the comprehensive development 
and diversification of agriculture, forestry, livestock. Our great 
fatherland pessesses all kinds of superior environmental conditions and 
abundant natural resources that furnish favorable conditions for 
developing agricultural production. To utilize such conditions and 
resources rationally, we must distinguish the different situations and 
plan the productive structures of our agriculture, forestry and live- 
stock in line with local conditions and enable them to promote one 
another. 


The historical lessons of experience show that we must oppose the one- 
sided interpretation of “taking grain as the key link and insuring an 
all-round development" and the visionless, unrealistic and unscientific 
metaphysical viewpoint. The direction of the major development of an 
area must be based on its natural conditions--forestry for areas suit- 
able to it, livestock on grasslands, and grain and economic crops for 
areas suitable for farming. Naturally, supplementary production is not 
excluded in such areas, and the major and supplementary enterprises 
must be combined. In forest areas we must promote forestry with the 
livestock industry (or agriculture); in livestock areas we must promote 
the livestock industry with agriculture (forestry); in farming arear we 
must promote agriculture with forestry and livestock. It will be one- 
sided and wrong to concentrate on grain production regardless of cae 
area, count on expanding the farmland for grain production, and propose 
the slogan of “asking the mountains for grain" in forest areas, destroy- 
ing the forests to reclaim the land, or the slogan of “asking the 
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grasslands for grain" in livestock areas, indiscriminately cultivating 
the grasslands, or the slogan of “asking the lakeshores for grain," 
blindly enclosing the lakes for cultivation. The historical lessons of 
experience tell us that, precisely because of such one-sidedness, a 
vicious cycle appeared in many areas where “the poorer, the more culti- 
vation; the more cultivation, the poorer,” or “the more meager the har- 
vest, the more extensive the cultivation; the more extensive the culti- 
vation, the more meager the harvest." Extensive planting and indis- 
criminate cultivation cause soil erosion, climatic deterioration and 
aggravation of natural disasters, resulting in reducing the farmiand 
and decreasing the grain output. It is the consequence of ignoring 
the laws of nature. The laws of nature open the way for themselves by 
means of the blind destructive effect. Nature develops dialectically, 
and we must also ponder dialectically. Forest areas are suitable for 
planting trees and atforestation, and we must live off the forests. 
Focusing on afforestation, building the mountain areas and cultivating 
trees will not only furnish us with lumber, fruit and medicinal mate- 
rials, but also conserve water, ameliorate the soil, improve the laro~ 
environment of agriculture and promote the development of farming and 
livestock. Thus, by focusing on forestry we will improve grain pro- 
duction. If we only concentrate on grain, “ask the mountains for 
grain,” and chop and burn down the forests, the result will be the 
destruction of water and soil, leaving bare mountains and barren hills. 
How, then, can we plant grain, and where do we ask for grain? Grassy 
areas are suitable for planting and cultivating grass, and we must live 
off grass. Building grasslands, developing the livestock industry and 
fully utilizing animal processing will convert large amounts of inedible 
plant fibers into editle meat and dairy products. These are the gifts 
of mature. Why do we not ask for them but let them go to waste? The 
livestock industry will also supply fertilizer to agriculture and raw 
materials to industry. If we think only of grain and cultivate the 
grasslands indiscriminately, the grasslands, as a result of irrational 
use, will degenerate into deserts, and the productive capacity of the 
soil will vanish. Consequently, while we fail to obtain grain, we will 
also lose the animal products. The same principle applies to the com- 
prehensive exploitation and rational utilization of lakes. We must not 
pursue _nterprises where the loss outweighs the gain. 


In the natural environment, forests, land, rivers, lakes, and animals 
and plants are our valuable resources. Comprehensively utilizing and 
protecting such resources, preserving the balance of the ecosystems 
and raising their productive capacity constitute the basic condition 
for developing our socialist production and possess an important 
economic significance. If we disrupt the environment, destroy the 
resources, deprive ourselves of clean water and arable land, and lose 
our important hereditary animal and plant resources, how can we dis- 
cuss agricultural modernization? Therefore, protecting the natural 
environment against destruction must te considered an important content 
of and a vital condition for realizing the four modernizations. To 
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develop our agricultural production, to hasten the four modernizations 
and to be responsible to ou future generations and bring benefit to 
mankind, we must have a very high consciousness in afforestation and in 
protecting such natural resources as forests, grasslands, soi! and 
water, so that we will, in the process of transforming nature, acquire 
benefits and prevent possible damage at the same time and make our 
beautiful mountains ana rivers more prosperous and flourishing. 
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SOME OPINIONS ON MODERNIZING OUR COUNTRY'S AGRICULTURE 
Beijing RED FLAC in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 63-66 


[Article by Hao Zhongtian [0186 0022 3944], Northeast Academy of Agri- 
culture] 


{Text] 1. The Results of Technological Intervention in Nature 


Agriculture relies on natural resources es its raw materials in its 
process of produc'ng grain and other agricultural products for mankind 
through the utilization of the vitality of rpiants and microorganisms. 
Although modern science and technology have produced strong social 
productive forces, human beings, up to now, are still unable to set up 
a system of food production independent of satural forces. Mankind 
must always intervene in nature through difzerent economic and techno- 
logical means co that nature will supply us more ‘cod. However, as 
historical experiences have shown, such interventions are not conm- 
pletely in the interest of natural developments. From numerous 
experiences and lessons, people have realized that the development of 
economics and technology, while increasing human power to transform 
and to make use of natural forces, can at the same time »eaken or 
destroy natural forces and thus bring new difficulties. Therefore, 

an accurate knowledge and correct application of natural laws are the 
basic starting point in agricultural modernization. 


Speaking of human struggles against nature, Engels pointed out: "Man 
alone has succeeded in ivpressing his stamp on nature, not only by 
shifting the plant and mimal world from one place to another, but also 
by so altering the aspect and climate of his dwelling place." ("Dialec- 
tics of Nature," "Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 3, p 457) 

"Let us not, however, flatter ourselves overmuch on account of our human 
conquest over nature. For each such conquest takes its revenge on us.” 
(Ibid., p 517) Many of today's barren mountains and huge deserts were 
once luxurious forests. They prove the lack of foresight among mankind 
and show the need for caution in the utilization of natural resources. 
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Some agriculturzlly advanced countries have used large quantities of 
chemical fertilizers to compensate for the loss of soil fertility and 
have raised labor productivity spectacularly and increased agricultural 
production through the use of fuel, machinery, insecticides and herbi- 
cides in agriculture. They have also transferred 4a huge number of 
people from agricultural to industrial and other departments. Yet they 
have also had to pay a heavy price for these developments. In the 
United States, for example, about 68 million tons of petroleum, more 
than 7 million tons of stzel, 100,000 tons of rubber and more than 

90 billion units of electricity are being used annually in agriculture 
and in industry supporting agriculture. Energy consumption in agricul- 
ture is now four times that of the 1950's. The average value of produc- 
tive assets for each farm has increased from $6,200 in 1940 to $216,000 
in 1977. There axe already signs of declining investment profit rates 
and a slowing down of production. Furthermore, because of the huge 
consumption of chemical properties (chemi.al fertilizers, insecticides, 
herbicides and so forth), the productive power of natural resources is 
weakened or destroyed, and toxin has accumulated in agricultural 
products. Therefore, in the struggle of mankind with nature, the coun- 
try which is ahead of others in prosperity is not necessarily a complete 
victor. On the contrary, it may even find itself in predicaments from 
an energy crisis, environmental pollution and other problems. The 1975 
"Plans for U.S. Agricultural Research" fairly clearly reflects some new 
changes in U.S. agriculture in the face of environmental and energy 
problems. The plan strongly emphasizes the need to “attach importance 
to the study of the biological process in controlling agricultural pro- 
ductivity" and holds that “at present a new era of biology and agri- 
cultural production has dawned.” 


The thought-provoking questions are: Is the ever-growing amount of 
funds and energy expended to increase agricultural production a sign 

of progress or deviation from the correct path? Will the next stage 

be a complete industrialization o. agricultural production or the 
search for a new way to protect and build up natural productive power 
on the basis of highly developed social productive forces? Agriculture 
all over the world is now in a new age of exploration. 


There is now a big difference between our agrotechnology and that of 
advanced countries. Yet, in a certuin sense, their goal seems to be 
closer to ours. This does not mean that we have to abandon the importa- 
tion of modern technology and to retreat to a primitive state. I only 
mean that the development of agrotechnology and the growth of natural 
productive power should supplement each other. 


Economivally, our country is among the world's relatively backward ones. 
In the course of modernizing agriculture, it is quite necessary to j 
understand, to note and to import the advanced experience of countries 
with highly developed technology and management. However, it is even 
more important to analyze the experiences of success and the lessons of 
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failure in the course of agricultural] development among these countries, 
so that we will gain a better knowledge of our agricul_ural moderniza- 
tion in a positive as well as a negative way. Instead of following a 
certain trend, our purpose is to find a new, correct path. This will 
eliminate or reduce the possibility of our taking the wrong path in our 
ag-icultural modernization and enable us to overtake the highly 
developed countries. 


2. On the Concept of Agricultural Modernization 


There are now various interpretations of the concept of agricultural 
modernization, and it requires a provess of practice and study for the 
different views to be reconciled. 


Manpower and natural forces combined to develop ancient agriculture. 
Along with the development of the social economy, science and tech- 
nology, modernized agriculture was gradually formed through the exploi- 
tation .i natural resources with science and technology. 


The accomplishment of agricultural modernization is a comprehensive 
process involving the development of natural resources and economy and 
many other spheres, including the population and the social system. 

We cannot base our scientific concept of agricultural modernization on 
the present conditions of the highly developed countries as described, 
because their designs for agricultural modernization do not preclude 
the crises in ecology, energy and raw materials. 


Therefore, the concept of agricultural modernization is a theoretical 
issue which must be settled before China can realize agricultural mod- 
ernization. Based on a study and summing up of experiences in the 
progress of agriculture in the world, here are some immature views on 
the concept of agricultural modernization. 


Agricultural modernization is the continual process of effective and 
scientific combination of natural forces, technology and economy 
through the application of modern scientific theories. What it strives 
for is a highly efficient agroecological structure and an economical 
and effective system of managed and controlled technology which must 
suit the natural environment as much as possible and which will help 
develop a system to produce food, fibers and energy in harmony with the 
national economy. This system of production should be not only highly 
efficient in insuring the supply of food and other necessities to the 
society and economic benefits to the agricultural laborers, but also 
capable of maintaining a clean environment. Obviously, the establish- 
ment of such a complex natural, technological and economic system must 
have a superior socialist system as its foundetion. 


Since the four conditions required for developing agricultural produc- 
tion--namely, manpower, natural forces, socioeconomic power and 
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scientific and technological knowhow--vary in different localities, 

such a development will have to start under different conditions, and 
its speed will depend on the different structures of manpower, natural 
forces, technology and economy. The realization of agricultural mod- 
ernization involves quite a broad area, and each individual country or 
individual region of a country is entirely capable of creating a new 
situation for modernizing agriculture in different ways. In our country 
at present the combination of our superior manpower and natural forves 
can enable us to make effective use of the available material and tech- 
nical equipment in vigorously promoting agricultural capital construc- 
tion (including farmland capital construction), in afforestation and in 
setting up pastures so as to accomplish the combination of agriculture, 
forestry and animal husbandry and to reform the entire farming system. 
This is an important factor in realizing our agricultural modernization. 
Instead of a certain specific target, our attention should be directed 
to the speed of the overall development. The key lies in the full use 
of our own advantages, the determination of our own way of development 
that. is suitable to our own characteristics, and then the gradual crea- 
tion of required conditions for an overall modernization. 


3. On the Indications of Agricultural Modernization 


The current practice of confining the indications of agricultural mod- 
ernization within a certain sphere or even within the requirements of 

a single goal deserves consideration. Because of the huge area of our 
country and its complex economic and natural conditions, it will not be 
easy to mobilize all available forces and to use all methods in looking 
for a way, in such a huge area, to speed up agricultural development. 


Even within the sphere of agricultural modernization, the use of only 
one index to show the extent of agricultural modernization ie unscien- 
tific, because the economic and technological systems set up by man- 
kind can play their role effectively only when they are rationally 
combined with such natural conditions as climate, geography and other 
living things. Only a set of goals for productivity, food quality, 
environmental protection and economic structure can comprehensively 
reflect the progress of agricultural modernization. For productivity 
alone there are at least four goals: (1) Land productivity as shown 

by the quantities of agricultural, forestry and animal husbandry 
products in each unit; (2) labor »roductivity; (3) capital utilization 
rate; and (4) energy utilization rate, as shown by a comparison of the 
quantity of output with that of energy consumed. Each of these goals 
reflects in its own way the comprehensive rate of agricultural produc- 
tion. When we evaluate the results of certain investments in the light 
of these goals, some contradictions among them are unavoidable: For 
instance, investments with a remarkably high labor productivity may have 
a poor land productivity. The per-mu investments of the Second Team of 
the Fifth Branch of Yuyi [Friendship] Farm and the Dongting [2839 0080] 
Production Brigade in Wushi County, Jiangsu Province, are quite close 
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(the circular model spray irrigation equipment first used in 1979 by the 
Second Team of the Fifth Branch of Yuyi Farm not included), but the pur- 
poses of the investments were different. One of them was to raise labor 
productivity and the other to raise land productivity. Both obtained 
the desired results. Since the manpower, natural forces and economic 
conditions in various production units are different, the criteria for 
evaluating the results of investments are also different. For example, 
in 1978 mechanization in the Second Team of the Fifth Branch of Yuyi 
Parm displaced 292 farm laborers, but the money saved from the wages 

of these laborers was exactly enough to cover the depreciation of the 
machinery purchased. The direct result of this type of investment was 
a saving of labor and a splendid record of each laborer producing 
200,000 jin of grain. In localities where the operating expenses for 
machinery and fuel are low, labor power is inadequate and industry's 
need for labor power is urgent, this type of investment is worthwhile. 
However, in localities where the area of farmland is small, labor power 
is plentiful, working funds are inadequate and the unemployment problem 
is serious, this type of investment will lose its practical value. In 
the latter case, the main purpose of investment is not to raise the 
efficiency of the laborers in agricultural production by reducing the 
number of laborers, but to increase the power of reproduction of natural 
resources within the agroecological system by such means as farmland 
capital construction, repair of irrigation facilities and the use of 
more fertilizers to raise land productivity, or to raise agricultural 
productivity by increasing the per-mu output in order to obtain 
increased total output as the direct result. 


In view of the above, I advocate the use of a comprehensive system of 
goals to indicate the progress of agricultural modernization. 


4. On Different Stages of the Progress of Agriciltural Modernization 


Agricultural modernization cannot be accomplished by a single task, 
since it has to go through an objective process of development. There 
are different main tasks at different stages. If the development doers, 
not take place by stages, and if our tasks in the immediate future are 
concerned only with a distant goal, confusion will certain ensue. 
Therefore, it is very necessary to study and define our tasks at 
different stages in the course of agricultural modernization. 


Agriculture cannot modernize itself independently and by going beyond 
its limits as prescribed by industrial equipment. This is an objective 
law. 


Industrial and agricultural productivities predominate alternately in 
the course of development. Marx pointed out: “Generally speaking, it 
should be admitted that in primitive ages and prior to the capitalist 
mode of production, agricultural productivity was higher than indus- 
trial productivity, because nature served as the machinery for 
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agriculture and played the role of an organic body in human labor, while 
in industry, natural forces were almost entirely replaced by \anpower 
(such as in handicrafts and so forth). In the age of vigorous growth 
of capitalist production, industrial productivity developed faster than 
agricultural productivity.... Later, productivity in both industry and 
agriculture increased, though in varying degrees. However, when indus- 
trial development reaches a certain stage, the imbalance will oegin to 
become less. In other words, agricultural productivity will certainly 
rise faster than industrial productivity." ("On Surplus Value,” Part 2, 
"Collected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 26, p 116) This shows that 
industrial and agricultural developments regulate and promote each 
other. 


Taking a comprehensive view of the progress of agricultural moderniza- 
tion in the world, we can generally find three different stages. 


Duriug the rst stage the main task is to insure that agriculture is 
adev:ate .« the social needs for food with regard to both quantity and 
quality, while in industry the modernization of industry to support 
agriculture should be speeded up so that it can supply low-priced and 
fine-quality equipment for agriculture. In places where land is in 
excess of the population, the method of raising labor productivity can 
be used; in places where land is scarce and the population large, the 
method of raising land prodictivity should be used. The main task is 
to raise grain production to the required level. 


During the second stage the main task will be shifted from raising 
grain production to the required level to raising agricultural labor 
productivity. This is a process of increasing materialized investments 
and saving agricultural labor power. When the fixed assets managed by 
agricultural laborers has exceeded those managed by industrial workers 
as a result of increased agricultural investment, a material and 
technological foundation is laid for agricultural labor productivity 
to surpass industrial labor productivity. 


During the third stage the main task will begin with helping agricul- 
cural labor productivity surpass industrial labor productivity and then 
shift to the reduction of materialized investments in agriculture and 
the further readjustment of the relationship between the economic- 
technical system and nature, including the prevention of any damage to 
the ecological system and the search for a way to rejuvenate natural 
productive power with social productive forces. Then a new ecological 
equilibrium between economic developmen’ and nature will be established. 


Our country is now in the first stage. Because of the limited capabil- 
ity of industrial equipment to support agriculture, manpower should be 
combined with uatural forces to make effective use of the available 
material and teclinological facilities provided by industry and to form 
a basic motive force for promoting agricultural development. Therefore, 


1i7 

















it is necessary to take a realistic view of the rich resources of labor 
power. While slowing down the rate of population growth, w> must also 
note the superiority of the rich resources of labor power. On the one 
hand we must aot do such foolish things ss using the portion of 
increased agricultural output to support an uncontrolled increase in 
population; on the other hand we must treat the plentiful resources of 
labor power as a powerful motive force for accomplishing agricultural 
modernization in the present stage. We must not be hasty in replacing 
this superior resource of manpower with our limited investments. At 
present, apart from mechanization as a link in agriculture which cannot 
be accomplished with manpower, the investments should be used for the 
improvement of soil, fertilization and irrigation in order to transform 
the conditions of agricultural productii and to increase the fruits of 
labor from superior manpower. Our count_. is financially weak; there- 
fore, the ideal piciure of modernized agriculture can only be the 
result of arduous struggles. 


As to the question of raising grain production to the required level, 
we must not confine our observation to the 1.5 billion mu of farmland. 
We must look at the whole world situation and set up an abundant food 
production system on a foundation of plentiful natural resources. 


Agriculture in China has a long history. However, the old society, 
which lasted a long time, was plagued by internecine strife and foreign 
aggression, resulting in serious damage to agriculture and such natural 
resources as forests and pastures. Even now, our agricultural produc- 
tion still suffers from frequent natural disasters. Therefore, farm 
land capital construction is an indispensable link in our agricultural 
modernization. During the first stage we have to depend on the 
superiority of a 300-million-strong labor force to make effective use 
of agricultural machinery and technological equipment, to strive for 
the recovery and development of the natural productive power of farm- 
land, pastures and barren mountains, and to set up a stable ecological 
environment in order to provide good natural conditions for speeding up 
agricultural modernization. 


The average individual share of grain in our population is among the 
lowest in the world. At present there are many urgent problems con- 
cerning the people's livelihood. These problems are difficult to 
solve, and one of the most important causes of the difficulty is the 
shortage of grain and other agricultura] products. Therefore, in all 
localities, regardless of the ratio between the area of land and the 
size of the population, high output sho.ld be the central goal, and 
efforts should be made to speed up the raising of grain production to 
the required level. 


What is the required level for grain prcduction? Based on the condi- 
tions in the United States, Canada, Yugoslavia and Romania, wll enjoying 
self-sufficiency in grain, the average individual share should be more 
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than 1,000 jin. Therefore, to attain -he required level, our total 
grain output must be more than 1 trillion jin. If the 610 billion jin 
of 1978 is used as the basic index and the annual increase is 40 billion 
jin, the required level cannot be reached until 1988. If the increase 
in the population during this period is taken into account, the time 
will be even longer. Our country has a large population, insufficient 
land and a backward economy. There is little wasteland which can be 
reclaimed, but many natural disasters. To increase grain output, the 
main way is to raise the per-mu output. 


The socialist system has opened up a broad avenue for the effective 
coordination of the three sciences of natural forces, technology an’ 
economics. We must conscientiously implement the two documents of tie 
party on the development of agriculture, launch a technological revo .u- 
tion in a deepgoing manner, respect natural laws, rationally organiz: 
agricultural production and create the conditions for scientific pro- 
duction. During the second and third stages of agricultural moderniz-- 
tion we must strive to avoid the mistakes of some countries in wasting 
materials and energy and disrupting natural resources while engaging in 
agricultural modernization. Then there will Le a brandnew outlook for 
our agricultural modernization. 
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A BRIEF TALK ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF NATURAL SCIENCES IN LIGHT OF 
TWO HIGH-ENERGY EXPERIMENTS 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No il, 2 Nov 79 pp 67-71 


[Article by the High-Energy Physics Institute of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences } 


[Text] Not long ago two important new developments in high-energy 
experiwents caused a sensation in international high-energy physics 
circles. One of them was the discovery of a new phenomenon which can 
be explained naturally with the production of colloidallions. This dis- 
covery was made by scientists of several international experimental 
research groups in the Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotren Laboratory near 
Hamburg, West Germany. The group of some 50 workers led by Professor 
Ding Zhaozhong [0002 5128 0022] was one of them. The other was the 
experiment of colliding mu neutrinos with electrons as a means of test- 
ing the new unified theory of describing both electromagnetic and weak 
interactions. This discovery was made by the experimental research 
group of Professor Mo Wei [5459 3837] in the Fermi National Laboratory 
in the United States. 


Besides being inspiring scientific achievements, these two experiments 
can also help deepen people's knowledge of the material microcosm and 
show us the great significance of natural scientific theories in guid- 
ing scientific experiments. As Engels said, natural scientists "cannot 
make any headway without thought." ("Selected Works of Marx and 
Engels," Vol 3, p 533) “As long as: *ural sciences are in the think- 
ing stage, the form of their development is hypothetical." ("Collected 
Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 20, p 583) However, the theories of 
natural sciences are derived from and subject to the tests of practice 
of scientific experiments, which is the basic practice in scientific 
research. The cycle of practice-theory-practice is endless and con- 
tinues to deepen people's knowledge of nature and to strengthen theix 
ability to transform nature. 


Natural scientific theories not only sum up past discoveries of 
phenomena but also predict the appearance of new phenomena not 
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discovered in past experiments. The discovery of colloidallion was 
predicted in theory more than 10 years ago. To clarify this issue, we 
must go back to the 1930's. At that time people already knew of the 
existence of two basic interactions in nature: the interaction of 
electromagnetism and the interaction of gravitation. The former deter- 
mines the interaction between the structures of molecules and atoms, 
while the latter determines the interaction between the structures of 
the solar system and the Milky Way system. Soon afterward, however, it 
was discovered that in nature there exist two other interactions which 
cannot be included in the basic interactions of the electromagnetic and 
gravitational interactions: the strong interaction and the weak inter- 
action. After the discovery of neutrons in the 1932 experiments, 
people began to know that atom nuclei consist of protons and neutrons. 
Protons are charged with positive electricity while neutrons contain no 
electric charge. As everyone knows, protons containing the same elec- 
tric charge should repel one amother. Despite the attraction from the 
gravitational interaction, protons should still repel one another, 
because the power of attraction is far less than that of the repulsion 
created by the electromagnetism between the protons. In fact, however, 
the atomic nucleus consisting of an aggregate of protons and neutrons 
is fairly stable. From this we can imagine the existence of a new and 
still unknown strong applied force which exists not only among protons 
but also between protons and neutrons. This applied force is called 
nuclear force, and it determines the combination of protons and neutrons 
to form atomic nuclei. Therefore, the structure of all things, ranging 
from large celestial bodies to small atoms, is ia the final analysis 
closely related to nuclear force. 


Based on the knowledge of electromagnetic interaction at that time, 
people naturally theorized that, since the applied electromagnetic 
force is conducted through the medium of photons, then nuclear force 
might be conducted through certain particles. People conducted various 
tests with several types of particles known to them at that time in an 
attempt to prove this theory, but they all failed. These failures 
taught people a negative lesson: the existence of some still unknown 
particles. In 1935, Yukawa Hideki, then a young and unknown Japanese 
physicist, boldly advanced this hypothesis and, in explaining the mate- 
rials required for experiments on nuclear force, went even further in 
calculating the mass of the particles, concluding that it is approxi- 
mately 200 times that of electrons. This remarkable prediction did not 
arouse any attention at that time, so what he said remained only . 
hypothesis. In 1947, 12 years later, this type of particle, namely 
pi-meson lusually called pion}, was discovered through the use of 
nuclear emulsion* in cosmic rays. Then in the following year, 1948, 
pions were for the first time artificially produced with accelerators. 
Thus Yukawa's prediction was finally confirmed by facts. 


This was how people of the 1930's and 1940's introduced the process of 
knowing strong interaction. This process shows that predictions are not 
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created out of a void but come directly or indirectly from practice; 
and the theory extracted out of practice is of great significance in 
guiding experimentation. However, the most successful theory can, 
after all, be only a hypothesis before it is proved in practice. 
Engels aptly pointed out: “Up to that time, things remained in “he 
thinking stage, or remained as hypotheses." ("Collected Works of Marx 
and Engels,” Vol 20, p 600) 


People's knowledge as a rule continues to make headway and can never 
remain stationary at a certain level. Along with the development of 
experimental research, many new phenomena and laws of strong inter- 
action have emerged, particularly since the 1950's. In addition to 
protons, nentrons and pions, experiments have brought to Jight more 
than 300 types of particles under streng interactions: t’ese are 
called strong interacting particles. Systematic experimental research 
has shown that the electric charge of protons, instead of being con- 
centrated on any geometrical point, are scattered within a radius of 
8-10 billionths of a millimeter. These obvious signs show that strong 
interacting particles cannot be the ultimate units in the composition 
of matter. Thus, these developments in experimental research have 
further given rise to the theoretical hypothesis of straton models. 
This hypothesis holds that all strong interacting particles are formed 
of many types of part‘cles at an even deeper level, namely, stratons. 
For example, a pion, being a strong interacting particle, is formed of 
a straton and an antistraton. 


The hypothesis of straton models, on the one hand, successfully explains 
certain pnenomena in the experimentation with strong interacting par- 
ticles; on the other hand, however, it poses a sharp contradiction: a 
straton is a type of fermion which is subject to the law of Fermi 
statistics,2 according to which two identical fermions cannot exist in 
the same state. However, based on the hypothesis of straton models, 
unless stratons possess some properties not yet discovered in the 
experiments, some strong interacting particles are formed of identical 
stratons in the same state, thus violating the law of Fermi statistics. 
At the same time, the straton model hypothesis raises a new question: 
Through what is the strong interaction between stratons conducted? 

Since a muon is a strong interacting particle and is formed of stratons, 
then the real conductor of strong interaction between stratons cannot be 
muons, which are formed of stratons, but should be some other thing 
which is more elementary than a pion and which uses a very strong force 
to bundle up stratons in strong interacting particles and to guide the 
applied force of strong interaction among the strong interacting 
particles. 


To solve these contradictions and problems, a new theory has again been 
advanced to describe strong interactions--the quantum color mechanics, 
which holds that stratons have three different "colors" and that 
stratons of different colors are in the same state. Then it does not 
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violate the law of Fermi statistics. "Color" is similar to electric 
charge and can be called color charge; and among color charges there 
are interactions conducted by a type of particle called colloidallions. 
Therefore, just as photons conduct the interaction of electromagnetism, 
colloidallions conduct the interacticn of strong interacting particles. 


From this we can see that the appearance of colloidallions is the 
result of further developments in theoretical research prompted by the 
continued progress of experimental research. However, like all theoreti- 
cal hypotheses in science, such questions as whether colloidallion 
actually exists and whether quantum color mechanica can be called a 
science should still return to the practice of scientific experimenta- 
tion, to be tested by systematic experimental data. The achievements 
of Professor Ding Zhaozhong's experimental group and several others 
provided the required systematic experimental data. Using the world's 
most energetic electron-positron collision machine? for experiments, 
they discovered a "three jets"4 phenomenon during the head-on collision 
of electrons and positrons. After analyzing and studying these "jets," 
they discovered that this phenomenon can be explained in terms of 
quantum color mechanics on ii.e theory of colloidallion radioactivity, 
thus giving powerful support to the theory of quantum color mechanics 
and strengthening people's confidence in the search for colloidallions. 


Yet, no matter how inspiring the result of the latest experiment on 
colloidallions, it has confirmed oniy their possible existence. Quantum 
color mechanics has so far only a brief history and is still an immature 
theory at a hypothetical stage. Therefore, to prove the real existence 
and accuracy of quantum color mechanics, a long road must still be 
traveled, and it calls for systematic and serious experimental and 
theoretical research. 


Along with the simultaneous progress in practice and theory, people 
have gradually learned more about weak interaction in the same way 
they learned about strong interaction. In the 1930's people began to 
know of the existence of the hitherto unknown weak interaction in 
nature. The progress determined by weak interaction is quite slow 

and usually very time consuming. That is why it is called weak inter- 
action. From the process of the evolution of celestial bodies, such as 
the causes of the perpetual emission of light and heat by the sun and 
the stars, to the process of changes in atomic nuclei and other par- 
ticles, weak interaction has usually played a key role. Radioactivity 
was discovered in the late 19th century. The phenomenon of electrons 
or positrons emitted from atomic nuclei being transformed into another 
type of atomic nuclei was called Beta radioactivity. Experimental 
research on this radioactivity was conducted for some 30 years before 
a hypothesis on the existence of neutrinos and a preliminary theory 

on weak interaction could be advanced. 
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More systematic experimental research followed for some 20 years, and 
it was not until 1956 that the hypothesis of the existence of neutrinos 
was proved. Soon afterward some new inexplicable phenomenon emerged in 
experimentation. To explain this phenomenon, Li Zhengdao [262] 2398 
6670] and Yang Zhenning [2254 2182 1337] advanced the hypothesis of the 
nonconservation of parity under weak interaction, and this hypothesis 
was later proved by Wu Jianxiong’s [0702 0256 7160] experiment. It was 
on the basis of all these achievements that people have been able to 
establish a preliminiry theory for explaining a series of phenomena 
caused by weak interactions. 


This theory is called preliminary because it is full of serious contra- 
dictions. Theoretical calculations produce endless results which evi- 
dently conflict with the resuli:s of experiments. To overcome this 
difficulty, people must further improve the theory. In the 1960's two 
U.S. scientists, Glashow and Weinberg, and the Pakistani scientist Salam 
advanced a new theory which held that weak interaction is conducted by 
some new particles of neutral bosons. The properties of these new 
particles, aside from the mass and charge, are quite similar to those 
of photons conducting the interaction of electromagnetism. They held 
that there is a very close relationship between weak and electro- 
magnetic interactions Their new theory described both electromagnetic 
and weak interactions and is therefore called the unified theory of 
electromagnetic and wak interactions. While embodying that part of the 
old theory which Sas |:een proved to be reasonable by experiments, this 
new theory rejected its contradictory and irrational part. It also 
predicted a series of new phenomena which had not yet been detected by 
experiments, particularly the existence of neutral bosons as the con- 
ductor of weak interaction and the process of weak interaction conducted 
by neutral bosons which contain no electric charge. With the accel- 
erators now available, it is possible to experiment with this new theory 
in respect to the prediction concerning the process of weak interaction 
conducted by neutral bosons. In recent years high-energy scientists the 
world over have concentrated their efforts on this experiment. After 
repeated tests it has been shown that the prediction is mostly correct. 
But even then, this theory still remaius a hypothesis. 


To test this theory comprehensively still requires a lot of systematic 
and serious experimental as well as theoretical rerearch. One of these 
important experiments was conducted by the research group of Professor 
Mo Wei at the Fermi National Laboratory of the United States on the 
collision of mu neutrinos with electrons. Since this experiment had 
nothing to do with strong interaction, it would + possible to make some 
well-founded theoretical prediction. However, incidences of this type 
of interaction are very rare, and for this reason experimentation is 
extremely difficult. Although many scientists of different countries 
have expended tremendous energy on such experiments, only slightly over 
a score of incidences of collisions between mu neutrinos and electrons 
have been detected from hundreds of thousands of incidences of weak 
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interaction, and the results of experiments by different research groups 
have contradicted one another. Therefore, it is difficult to test the 
unified theory of electromagnetic and weak interactions. The detectiny 
machine used in the experiment by the Mo Wei group was comparatively 
more sensitive, and the experiment was more ieticulous. Therefore, 
among some 200,000 incidences of weak interac*ion, this group dis- 
covered more than 30 collisions between electrons and mu neutrinos. 

The numeral data obtained from the experiments are more accurate and 
convincing as regards the unified theory of electromagnetic and weak 
interactions. However, this is still only one step forward in the long, 
systematic and comprehensive testing of the unified theory, and there is 
still a lot left to be dome. Very energetic collision machines--for 
collisions between protons, between protons and antiprotons, and between 
electrons and positrons--are being built or are in the pla ming stage in 
the world today, mainiy for the purpose of testing the unified theory of 
electromagnetic and weak interactions in respect to the prediction con- 
cerning neutral bosons. 


It must be pointed out here that in the sphere of natural scientific 
research, at present as well as in the pact, many theories, even though 
previously confirmed to be correct by the practice of many scientific 
experiments, still need to be tested by new experimental data. Ali 
specific truths are only relative truths. Theories proved to be correct 
under certain conditions may show limited applicability under new con- 
ditions. Therefore, along with the incessant deepening of scientific 
experiments and practice and the continued accumulation of knowledge 
avout nature, all scientific theories should be subjected to fresh tests 
by experimental data. The above-mentioned quantum color mechanics 1: 

an advanced stage of quantum electrodynamics used to describe electro- 
magnetic interaction which has been proved by numerous experiments, 

past and present. Some of these experiments were highly accurate, 

with a chance of error of 1 in 100 million. Apart from this margin for 
error, the theoretical prediction and the result of the experiments are 
identical. Yet this is only a relative truth, and its applicability is 
limited. When the energy capacity is really high, and once the elec- 
trons reveal their internal structure, quantum electrodynamics will 
encounter difficulties. Then up to what level is energy required for 
electrons to reveal their interaal structure? This question can only 
be answered by experiments. While studying colloidallion, Professor 
Ding Zhaozhong's experimental group also explored for this answer. The 
results of their experiments show that when 32 billion electronvolts 

are reached, the electron still does not reveal its internal structure 
within a sphere of a trillionth of a millimeter. Therefore, quantum 
electrodynamics is still applicable. If we want to determine to what 
point quantum electrodynamics will be inapplicable, it will be necessary 
to further raise the energy level for experimentation. From this we can 
see that in any branch of science the so-called "maturity" can only be 
relative, because scientific development is unlimited. 
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After all, the theories on natural sciences collected from the practice 
of numerous experiments are of great significance in guiding scientific 
experiments. Yet in the final analysis the theories on natural sciences 
are derived from the practice of scientific experiments and then return 
to the practice of scientific experiment to be tested at a higher level. 
Natural sciences do not recognize any ultimate truth and are not afraid 
to reject any theory that does not correspond to the objective laws of 
nature itself. They listen to only one voice: the voice of practice. 
Any science worthy of the name is not afraid of, and must accept, the 
prolonged, systematic and increasingly intensive tests of practice. If 
the scinnces are to continue to develop, scientific theories must be 
closely integrated with scientific experiment. 


FOOTNOTES 
1. Nuclear Emulsion 


This is used extensively in d.tectors. When electrically charged 
particles pass over this specially treated photographic emulsion, 
they will be “light sensitive” and leave tracks. After being 
developed and fixed, the film showing the tracks can be examined 
under a microscope. 


2. Fermion and Fermi Statistics 


Microscosmic particles with half-odd-integral spins, such as elec- 
trons, protons, neutrons, stratons and so forth, are called 
fermions since they obey the Fermi statistic laws. According to 
these laws, two identical fermions cannot be in the same state. 


3. Collision Machine 


This is a kind of accelerator. Two beams of charged particles 
(usually electrons and positrons, protons and antiprotons, or 
protons and protons) are made to travel in circles in opposite 
directions with increasing speed until a certain energy leve! is 
reached. Then they collide at designated locations. Higher proton 
energy is thus obtained. At present the Llektronen Synchrotron has 
a collision machine called PETRA for electron-positron collisions. 


4. Three Jets 


Waen high-energy charged particles (such as electrons and positrons) 
collide, they may produce many strong interacting particles. These 
particles do not scatter in all directions but fly in a certain 
direction to form the shape of an awl. This awl-shaped structure 

of strong interacting particles is called a "jet." In the collision 
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machine for electrons and positrons, when the energy was over 27.4 
billion electronic volts, three jets were noticed. A current 
explanation is that two of them are separately caused by stratons 
and antistratons, and the third is caused by the radiation of 
colloidallions. 
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PROPERLY CONDUCTING EDUCATION IN SOCIAL ETHICS (S A PREREQUISITE FOR THE 
FOUR MODERNIZATIONS 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 72-74 


[Article by the Propaganda Department of the Hangzhou Municipal CCP 
Committee ] 


[Text] To develop modernization in a situation of stability and unity, 
we need not only the safeguard of a strong socialist democracy and 
socialist legal system, but also the protection of a good social order. 
A successful education in social ethics, social order and social inter- 
ests is an indispensable condition for promoting modernization in 
stability and unity. 


Under the leadership of the CCP and Comrade Mao Zedong since the found- 
ing of new China, we have carried out large-scale economic -onstruction 
and, at the same time, launched movements to foster proletarian and 
eliminate bourgeois ideology and to remold ideology. The decadent 
moral atmosphere left over from the old society was constantly washed 
away, and a brandnew, vigorous and progressive outlook prevailed. This 
fine social atmosphere could be noticed by people throughout the coun- 
try. At that time, Hangzhou Municipality, praised as a "paradise on 
earth,” distinguished itself not only by its beautiful and world-famous 
landscape, but also by its fine social ethics, well known at home and 
abroad. From a city of consumption where warlords, compradors and the 
bourgeoisie enjoyed pleasure, it was transformed into a well-orgwized 
industrial city with rapid industrial and agricultural developmen... 
However, the interference and sabotage of Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" during the Great Cultural Revolution not only brought our national 
economy to the brink of collapse bu\. also seriously impaired the fine 
social ethics which had been laboricusly cultivated over a long period. 
Their pernicious influence has still not been eliminated and continues 
to poison peop!*. particularly the young generation in varying degrees. 
As people can sz, some young people have a poor moral concept, trample 
social ethics underfoot and even commit crimes. These problems cannot 
help but arouse our serious attention. 
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This year, in implementing the spirit of the third plenary session of the 
llth party Central Committee, the municipal party committee seriously 
studied and analyzed the situation of social ethics, with particular 
reference to social ethics education in the municipality. There was 

then a markedly improved social atmosphere, with orderly work, produc- 
tion and way of l’ving. This was an impetus to the development of our 
national economy. 


As we know, the so-called social ethics is a moral practice and belongs 
to the superstructure. A certain economic base demands a corresponding 
social moral practice. Engels pointed out: “Every moral theory has, in 
the last analysis, been the product of the economic conditions of 
society obtaining at the time." ("‘Anti-Duhring,"” "Selected Works of 
Marx and Engels," Vol 3, p 134) Different moral concepts play different 
roles in society. The selfishness of bourgeois morality, as exemplified 
by “everyone for himself and the devil take the hindmost," can only have 
a corroding and destructive effect on the socialist economic base, while 
the collectivist spirit of proletarian morality, as demonstrated by the 
unselfishness of always giving prior consideration to others, promotes 
the consolidation of the socialist economic base and the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. Ours is a sociaiist country founded on a system of 
socialist public ownership; it should, and must, have a moral outlook 
superior to that of other social systems. Some comrades treat morality 
as a “minor” issue and hold that it is only "a minor matter of daily 
living, with no adverse effect on the overall situation." This idea is 
most harmful. At present we are striving for the four modernizations. 
This is a profound technological as well as ideological revolution which 
not only requires that our economic management and activities correspond 
to the requirements of the four modernizations, but also calls for a 
profound change in our way of t' inking and our moral practice. Unless 
attention is pafd to ideology, ime social ethics cannot be established, 
and the broad :wsses of cadres and people will not be able to make 
greater contributions to the socialist modernization in an environment 
of unity, alertncss, earnestness and liveliness. We must be aware that 
minor and major issues are closely related and that the political con- 
sciousness and moral quality of a revolutionary are inseparable, because 
they both reflect his world outlook. A person of high political can- 
sciousness must aleo be a person of sound moral qualities. Have we not 
seen eu.ough of those who have committed political blunders because the 
minor issues, overlooked in daily life, became serious enough to affect 
major issues. Comrade Hua Guofeng pointed out: "A c'tizen who enjoys 
the right of freedom must be a citizen with a sense of responsibility 

to the society and to other people.” We must therefore never neglect 
social ethics as a “minor matter.” 


We must also be aware that in our country class struggie and bourgeois 
and feudal ideologies still remain. Under these conditions, there must 
also be a struggle between the different moral concepts of the prole- 
tariat and the exploiting classes in respect to social ethics. At the 


129 














same time, class struggle at home is closely related ti) class struggle 
in the world. Therefore, these struggles are essentia ly a struggle 
between the corroding and the anticorroding forces, hiiging on the 
question of what type of successors the young generatiim will become. 
Because of the harmful effecrs of Lin Biao and the “garg of four" on 
morality, the problem of social ethics among the young generation has 
become quite serious. Some comrades may agree on the need to solve 
this problem but feel that it is "difficult to correc’. an old habit" 
and therefore lack confidence in healing these wounds in social ethics. 
This way of thinking is wrong. "Difficult to correct” does not mean 
that it is impossible to “correct,” because we are capable of solving 
this problem provided we conscientiously atterd to it. Facts have 
eloquently proved that attention and lack of ; ttention to social ethics 
are not the same; sporadic efforts and sustained efforts in dealing 
with the problem are not the same either. We have a superior socialist 
system, the spiritual weapons of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and 
the .rilliant examples of Comrades Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Zhu De and 
the other revolutionaries of the older generation, as well as numerous 
other heroic figures. Therefore, as long as we are good at utilizing 
all favorable conditions and carry out ideological education well, we 
are entirely capable of basically reversing the social trend which has 
suffered from the influence of Li_ Biao and the “pang of four," con- 
tinue to triumph over the bourgeois and feudalist ideologies, help 
bring about a brandnew moral practice in our society and train our 
young generation as dependable successors to the revolutionary cause. 
Those who stress difficulties and simply let things go their own way 
have in fact yielded to bourgeois and feudal ideologies. This should 
not be the attitude of a revolutionary. 





The formation of fine social ethics involves a subtle and imperceptible 
process. The key to successful education in social ethics lies in the 
young people themselves, because their moral behavior usually epitomizes 
the entire social atmosphere. During their adolescent and strongly 
impressionable years, young people have a thirst for knowledge and a 
fervent desire for advancement. They have the courage to think over 
and to raise problems and a yearning for a beautiful future. We must 
note these fine traits of young people and strengthen their education 
in future ideals, so that they will learn at an early age to love the 
motheriand, the collective, labor and science, be concerned with the 
future destiny of the state, and regard the four modernizations as a 
task above all tasks, so that the purpose of their struggle, their 
interest in work, their lifestyle and their sentiments will al! be 
consistent with the requirements of the four modernizations. as long 
as we begin our ideological work with them at an early age and in a 
purposeful and lively manner, they will be able to gradualiy differen- 
tiate between right and wrong, good and evil, glory and shame and grow 
up under healthy conditions. Some comrades see only the negative 
instead of the positive elements among young people and like to punish 
some of them and to publicize administrative orders as 1 means of 
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“checking the evil wind" and solving the problem of social ethics. 
This is impracticable. As far as the overwhelming majority of people 
are concerned, the main problem is one of ideological education. As 
for the small number of black sheep and criminals among the young 
people, particularly the instigators, we must resolutely deal with them 
according to law with no compassion whatsoever. In so doing, our main 
purpose is education for the majority instead of a purely punitive 
measure. We should also bear in mind that the formation of a fine 
social atmosphere cannot be accomplished overnight or with only 
sporadic efforts. The most important point is that we must be good 
at guidance and be patient in carrying out prolonged education. 


To establish good social ethics is a major issue of transforming 
customs and habits as well as remoldi=s =he society. In view of the 
historical experiences of the 1950's and 1960's and recent practice, 
we feel that, to do this job well, the action of the whole party is 
needed in mobilizing all available forces in various sections of the 
society. There must also be great determination and stamina. 


Social ethics relies on public opinion, ideological conviction and the 
force of habit in its attempt to readjust the behavioral relationships 
between different people and between people and society. To establish 
good social ethics, a strong public opinion is necessary in inducing 
people torm good moral habits in their daily living; cons-iously 
respect and protect social ethics, social order and social -terests 
in the society; become loyal, honest, united and mutually helpful 
among comrades; and respect the aged, cherish the young and live ir. 
harmony at home. Only thus con all people unite with one heart to 
struggle for the lofty goal of the four modernizations. In proceeding 
with the work on public opinion, we launched an extensive, citywide 
campaign of education in firm adherence to the four basic principles 
and learning from the heroic deeds in the self-defense counterattack 
against Vietnam. Then, in the light of existing problems with social 
ethics, we have on different occasions issued notices dealing mainly 
with the need for improving the city's appearance and sanitation and 
preserving social order. Furthermore, after joint!y making the five- 
point pledge for the preservation of social ethice, the nine basic- 
level CYL and Young Pioneer organizations issued an appeal for support 
from young people throughout the city. To coordinate with these educa- 
tional activities, the Propaganda Department also compiled the guiding 
materials for propaganda, while leaders from the municipal party com- 
mittee down to the grassroots level took the lead in campaigning among 
the masses. The press, radio and various literary and art media all 
cooperated closely. The city also organized more than 4,500 people as 
traffic, public health and park supervisors with clearly defined 
responsibility for propaganda and supervision. In the face of this 
vigorous campaign, people in society gradually came to feel that it is 
an honor to respect social ethics and a disgrace to disregard it. 
Violators of discipline, social order or social ethics began to suffer 
public condemnation. 
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The question of social ethics is not an isolated one. On the contrary, 
it is a comprehensive reflection of the state of politics, economics 

and culture in the society. To achieve a complete change in the existing 
social atmosphere ani establish good social ethics, the most important 
task is to promote the national economy and speed up the four moderniza- 
tions. Because of the serious damage done to our national eccaomy by 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four," many neglected matters are row awaiting 
our attention, and the huge number of problems left over are now being 
gradually solved. One of the urgent problems is employment for the 
young p2ople and the utilization of manpower now left idle in society. 
This problem, if left unsolved, will impair stability and unity, with 
adverse effects on good social ethics. To bring about a fundamental 
change in the social atmosphere, we must strive to develop the national 
economy and make every possible effort to open up new fielas for the 
employment of young people. Last year, thanks to the assistance from 
various quarters, including the factories, stores, neighborhoods and 
schools, the problem of unemployment for a large number of intellectual 
youths was solved. This year, our city has again worked out plans and 
continued to open up new fields by actively promoting handicrafts, 
commerce, service trades, tourism and other undertakings in various 
forms so as to accommodate the maximum number of unemployed. For those 
who cannot be immediately employed, we are setting up study classes, 
“youth homes," study groups, and so forth in order to organize them to 
study politics and culture or to participate in public welfare labor. 

As long as we actually strengthen ideological and political work and 
create positive conditions for solving the real problems concerning 

the young people, social ethics as a whole will certainly continue to 
improve. 


To make education in social ethics a success and to create a good s cial 
practice is a long, militant task for the ideological froat. Speaking 
at the National Education Work Conference, Comrade Deng Xiaoping 
emphatically pointed out: “The comrades engaged in educational work, 
comrades of the departments concerned and every family will pay close 
attention to the ideological and political progress of children and 
young people, so as to restore and develop the fine, revolutionary 
traditions undermined by the ‘gang of four.'" Before the Cultural 
Revolution, social ethics in our municipality was fairly good, because 
at that time ,»eople in every section of society took great pride in 

this work. To change the present social atmosphere, the party, govern- 
ment, trade unious, CYL, Women's Federation, schools, neighborhoods, 

and all departments concerned must be organized under the unified leader- 
ship of the party and must closely cooperate by pooling their efforts 
for the common task of changing customs and habits in a planned and 
systematic way. Recently we realized the need to mobilize all social 
forces for this task and have achieved very good results. For example, 
the Education Department held a school political and ideological work 
conference to exchange experiences. The CYL began with basic education 
in the campaiga to learn from exemplary heroes, with a view to 
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inculcating patriotism, the love of people, labor and science and the 
sense of responsibility for public property. Campaigns were also 
launched to emulate the spirit of the advanced units on various fronts, 
so that people could have examples to learn from and set goals to 
strive for. The Cultural Palace, the Young People's Palace, libraries, 
mass art exhibition halls, movie theaters, stadiums and other spheres 
of cultural activity all did what they could to provide a rich variety 
of spare-time activity programs for the young people. The public 
security departments, neighborhoods and family units also cooperated 
among themselves in helping those young people who had erred. Practice 
has shown that, provided the whole party pays attention to this matter 
and everyone plays his part, we can, with correct methods and per- 
severance, certainly establish a good moral practice among all our 


people. 
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FORMALISM SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED 
HK261108 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 75-77 HK 
[Article by Zhu Yan [2612 1484]] 


[Text] The discussion on practice being the sole criterion for testing 
truth is now being conducted in an extensive and deepgoing manner 
throughout the country. This discussion is of great significance and 
profound influence and is powerfully pushing people forward to emanci- 
pate their minds, heighten their revolutionary spirit, change their 
work style, resolutely implement the party line and policy and sin- 
cerely carry out all tasks. One heartening situation is that the vast 
number of cadres, particularly the leading cadres, are making an effort 
to arm themselves with the ideological line of dialectical materialism. 
They seek truth from facts, proceed from reality in everything, inte- 
grate theory with practice, quietly immerse themselves in work, strive 
for practical results and continue to make new contributions to the 
four modernizations. 


In some localities and departments today there is still a situation 
which deserves attention. There is a lack of realistic spirit. 
People do not pay attention to practical results, and some of them 
even play tricks and go in for window dressing. For example: 


Meetings. They like to have large meetings with a big attendance. Svome 
meetings deal with a wide variety of subjects. They are held one after 
another and never end. Some meetings are moved from one place to 
another, from the south to the north, from the east to the west, as if 
the participants were on tour. No matter what meetings are held, there 
must be certain procedures to make them “ceremonious." They are full of 
sound and color, and they proceed in an orderly way. However, they 
never discuss or make decisions on the pending ideological and practical 
problems. In most cases, when the meetings are over, the matters are 
cast aside, and when the participants are dismissed they forget every- 
thing. These meetings are a waste of time and energy. 
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Speeches. No matter what kind of meeting is held, the No 1 man must be 
asked to make a speech; otherwise the meeting will seem unimportant. 
Some “leaders' speeches" are merely perfunctory. The leaders neither 
think nor write. They either ask someone else to prepare the drafts or 
just copy from books, newspapers or articles. This kind of “speech” is 
often full of abstract concepts and empty talk. Nobody knows what the 
speaker advocates or what he opposes. He reads in a feeble and 
unintelligible way, and the listeners do not know what he is driving 
at. The speech is dull, and the listeners’ enthusiasm cannot be 
aroused. However, the chairman of the meeting har to declare as usual 
that "the speech is very important” and that “many people are greatly 
educated and inspired." 


Issuance of documents. Many resolutions, directives and notices have 
been issued, though they do not play an important role in practical 
work. Some articles deal with principles in abstract terms. They 
neither earnestly analyze the situation in their own localities and 
units to expose the conflicts nor promptly put forward any effective 
measures to solve them. Some people circulate the articles from level 
to level and do it as a “mere formality." As a result, the comrades 

at the crassroots levels are tired out by the articles and subsequently 
fall victim to them. 


Writing summations and reports. The leaders do not hold serious dis- 
cussions but ask scholars to undertake the whole business of writing. 
Since they have not made any effort to integrate theory with practice, 
they either make a list of things, write a day-to-day account or make 
generalizations repeatedly. The whole report does not involve any 
person or event and is unconvincing. These summations and reports are 
usually fragmentary bits of information pieced together. They are 
stereotyped, lacking any new ideas, and do not reflect the lively 
realities. When these scholars talk about the past, they exaggerate 
the achievements and skim over the shortcomings. When they talk about 
the future, they do not make the objective of the struggle clear and 
do not put forward any hard measures. As regards experiences and 
lessons, there is always the same dull and dry list. Since they do 
not plan to benefit from past experiences and lessons, they do not 
bother to think carefully. As a result, though they have written 
summations and reports one after another, their ideological and work- 
ing level is not significantly raised. 


{HK261118] Organization of study tours and contests and reception 

of visiting study groups. some people go in for ostentation and 
extravagance, display their wealth, vigorously build up the momentum 
of propaganda, and engage themselves in receiving and seeing off 
guests, treating the guests with food and drink and giving them local 
and special products as presents. However, they do not vigorously 
organize detailed study of actual situations, experiences and lessons. 
Some even stop work and production to hold artificial on-the-spot 
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meetings and rack their brains to think of a “unified” approach in 
reporting and discussing the situation. They employ trickery and 
deceive themselves as well as others. Some visitors do not respect the 
facts, either. Once they are courteously received b. the hosts as 
distinguished guests, they “praise” the hosts in return. On the pre- 
text of "mutval emulation," the hosts and the guests are actually 
“flattering each other." 


All the above are expressions of formalism. They are a very harmful 
virus to revolutionary work and should certainly not be treated 
casually. In the first place, this virus corrupts the party's fine 
tradition and its practical and realistic way of doing things. It 
conceals the objectively existing conflicts, stifles the vigorous 
revolutionary spirit and obstructs the implementation of the party's 
line, principle and policies for the new period. As a result, what 
should thrive cannot thrive, what should be corrected cannot be cor- 
rected and what should be discarded cannot be discarded. This can only 
ruin the cause of the party and the people. Second, it wastes money, 
manpower and our preciovs time and energy. It is not only unfavorable 
but also harmful to the four modernizaticns. Third, it encourages the 
malpractices of bureaucratism and deception. it makes things conven- 
ient for people who seek an idle life and want to muddle along. It 
provides opportunities for those who use public office for private 
gain and fish for fame and compliments. It will also corrupt the social 
atmosphere and make us divorced from the broad masses of people. There- 
fore, we can see that the bad social atmosphere of formalism is the 
formidable foe of the four modernizations. It also shows that the 
pernicious influence of idealism and metaphysics frantically pushed by 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four" has not yet been completely eliminated. 
We must seriously wipe out this disaster so as to further carry forward 
the Marxist practical and realistic way of doing things, really change 
our style of work and more rapidly develop socialist construction. 


Though some of our comrades oppose metaphysics in words, they think and 
act in metaphysical ways. In addition to blindness on their part, one 
important reason why their disease cannot be cured is that the "medi- 
cine" has not yet been applied. We must be resolute and make earnest 
efforts to eliminate all forms of formalism by suiting the remedy to 
the case. The leading organs must take the lead in doing this. 


First, we must cultivate the scientific attitude of seeking truth from 
facts, which is our party's fine tradition and style of work and is 
also the crucial thing that makes the broad masses of people pin their 
hopes on us. Our party accomplished the great cause of founding the 
PRC by relying on this serious scientific attitude and undergoing 
arduous struggles. Today we must continue to rely on this cherished 
tradition to bring about the four modernizations and accomplish the 
great cause of striving for the stability and prosperity of our nation. 
The actual situation shows that results will tell whether or not a 
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locality or unit has done its work in a practical and realistic way. 

If the answer is positive, its work will turn out to be a success and 
will advance; otherwise it will turn out to be a failure and will 
retrogress. The fundamental difference lies in whether or not the 
ideological line is correct. If we respect materialism and dialectics, 
we invariably will respect the objective facts, be steady workers and 
strive for practical results. If our minds are quite subjective, we 
will put up a front and resort to formalism and deception. Therefore, 
all Communist Party members, particularly the leading cadres, must make 
an effort to master the proletarian world outlook and methodology as 
taught by Comrade Mao Zedong. We must be honest in word and deed and 
be examples of seeking truth from facts. We aust resolutely discard 
formalism, which goes against the Marxist mciod of thinking and work. 
It is even more necessary to conduct an extensive and deepgoing dis- 
cussion on the criterion of truth where formalism is more popular. In 
this way we can educate and help those comrades whose ideological line 
is incorrect to arm themselves with the spirit of seeking truth from 
facts, overcome formalism and correct their style of work. No matter 
what we do, we must proceed from reality, strive for practical results 
and solve real problems. Revolutionaries are men of action. All lead- 
ers must take the lead in working for the four modernizations. Those 
who indulge in political claptrap certainly cannot run the country; 
they can only ruin it. 


{HK261202] Second, we must carry forward the spirit of being highly 
responsible to the party and the people. What do we work for? Com 
munists can only have this answer: For the cause of the party and the 
interests of the people. Of course, they must mean what they say and 
must act accordingly. Comrades who hanker after formalism may say that 
they work for the party and the people, but in reality they work for 
their own “fame" and “gains” and for their cliques. This is obviously 
incorrect. Comrade Mao Zedong said: "What is work? Work is struggle. 
There are difficulties and problems in those places for us to overcome 
and solve. We go there to work and struggle to overcome these daiffi- 
culties." ("On the Chongqing Negotiations") Chairman Mao's remark 
embodies an important truth: It is both our aim and our duty to solve 
problems while we work. If you do not use the power entrusted to you 
by the people to solve various problems, but use large amounts of 
precious manpower, resources, money and time to practice formalism and 
play tricks, are you holding yourself responsible to the party and the 
people and looking out for their interests? Those who employ trickery 
may deceive others for some time. They may gain some fame in the media 
for a spell, appear on television and films occasionally and fawn on 
some leaders. However, fame and personal gains sought by deception 
are shameful rather than honorable, not to mention the fact that 
swindles will be exposed sooner or later. All our cadres are servants 
of the people. No matter what we do, we should hold ourselves respon- 
sible to the people and serve them. Today we must display this sense 
of responsibility in wholeheartedly and firmly implementing the party's 
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line, principles and policies for the new period, fulfill our duties 
and do a very good job in every field. Those comrades who have been 
tainted with the bad habit of formalism must resolutely strive to be 
the people's servants in name as well as in deed and treat their work 
with a high sense of political responsibility. 


Third, we must eliminzte bureaucratism. In many cases, bureaucratism 
acts in collusion with formalism. Those who show serious bureaucratic 
ways either muddle along and accomplish nothing or act arbitrarily and 
issue confusing orders. These often become a coverup for formalism. 
Since bureaucratism deals ~ith empty talk and not practical work and 
is superficial and not deepguing, it becomes the “catalyst" for 
formalism. When the superiors are fond of something, the people at 
the lower levels will carry it wt to a greater extent. When the 
leading organs practice formalism, the people at lower levels will 
follow suit. If those wh~ practice formalism are not criticized and 
checked, but are rewarded with praise and high positions, then more 
people will follow and act in the same way. Where bureaucratism is 
serious, formalism will also ~~read unchecked. This commonly occurs 
in our daily life. It can thus be seen that we cannot possibly elimi- 
nate formalism, which obstructs the four modernizations, without simul- 
taneously opposing bureaucratism. We must not indulge in empty talk 
when we hold meetings, make speeches, issue papers, pay visits and do 
useless things. Instead, we must strive for practical results and 
resolutely oppose all forms of formalism. If anyone practices for- 
malism, no matter who he is, he should be educated, criticized and 
checked immediately. We must particularly watch out for those who 
fawn on their superiors and use formalism to seek fame, personal gain 
and position. We must not be fooled by them and should not put them 
in important positions. 
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ONLY BY MAKING AN INVESTIGATION WILL IT BE POSSIBLE TO SOLVE A PROBLEM 
HK220805 Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 77-79 HK 


[Article by the theoretical group of the PLA General Logistics Depart- 
ment } 


[Text] It is important to energetically encourage the practice of con- 
ducting investigations and studies for the sake of the four moderniza- 
tions. It is an essential way to stick to the ideclogical line of 
dialectical materialism, overcome idealism and metaphysics and assume 
@ correct leadership. It is also an effective measure in establishing 
close contact with the masses, overcoming bureaucratism and transform- 
ing the work style of the leadership. 


With regard to the problem of invescigations and studies, we suffered 
a great deal in the logistics work of our troops due to the interfer- 
ence and sabotage cf Lin Biao and the “gang of four." That sworn 
follower of Lin Biao who once seized power in the PLA General Logistics 
Department went in for idealism and metaphysics, turned a blind eye to 
actual conditions :nd issued arbitrary orders. Instead of carrying out 
survey work, he took a "hasty and impetuous action" in capital con- 
struction. Shouting "lipservice is my plan,” he asked the state for 
materials. He randomly issued an arbitrary order to double the pro- 
duction of military industry. Hence, PLA logistics work was severely 
sabotaged. The great victory gained in the struggle to smash the "gang 
of four" is a basic prerequisite for restoring and promoting our fine 
work style of seeking truth from facts and conducting investigations and 
studies. However, the pernicious influence of Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four" will not disappear naturally, and investigations and studies will 
not automatically become common practice. Because some comrades have 
been influenced by the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" for a long time, they fail to proceed from actual conditions when 
approaching a problem. They like to act in accordance with books. To 
deal with this kind of wrong idea, in the process of implementing the 
spirit of the All-Arm, Political Work Conference and discussing the 
principle that "practice is the sole criterion for testing truth," the 
committee of the PLA General Logistics Department has guided all 
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comrades to conscientiously study the basic principle of dialectical 
materialism and truly clarify the relations between theory and prac- 
tice. As a result, all comrades understand that Comrade Mao Zedong's 
military thought and a series of his important directions for the 
logistics work of our army emerged in the cours:: of revolutionary war 
and the practice of logistics work. They are bound to develop with 
the development of practice. It ic impossible to deal with a great 
number of new sitations and new problems arising in the modernization 
of our army and i. wars by simply relying on books. Only by taking 
Mao Zedong military thought as our guiding principle, strengthening 
investigations and studies, combining theory with practice an’ being 
bold in developing things and blazing new trails can we do a good job 
in logistics supply work. In the self-defensive counterattack against 
Vietnam we did a better job in logistics supply work, because we had 
conducted some investigations and studies in recent years concerning 
logistics supply in modern warfare. Therefore, in accordance with the 
new characteristics of warfare, we could maintain a substantial rear 
support, guarantee adequate material supplies and uninterrupted com- 
munications and transportation, and carry out prompt rescue work in the 
battlefield. All these things effectively insured our victory in the 
war. 


Owing to the influence of the petty producers’ force of habit, some 
comrades are satisfied with the existing state of affairs. They are 
limited in their political insight and wrongly think that their past 
experiences are already enough to go around. They lack the under- 
standing of the necessity and complexity of the modernization of our 
logistics work, as well as the initiative to conduct investigations 
and studies. We raised the ideological understanding of all comrades 
by analyzing the new characteristics of modern warfare and by comparing 
present logistics work with that of past wars. Under modern warfare 
conditions we have to raise the capabilities to meet an urgent need in 
our logistics supply work and deal with surprise attacks by the enemy; 
we have to raise the self-defensive capabilities of rear-service 
personnel to meet the demands of triphibian warfare; and we have to 
raise our flexible capabilities in logistics supply work to suit the 
needs of mobile warfare under modern conditions. It is impossible for 
us to solve these new problems by simply relying on our past experi- 
ences. Insofar as the movement of our troops was concerned, we relied 
on the legs of our soldiers. We already had sufficient experience in 
logistic work to supply grain and fodder. With the constant increase 
in motor vehicles, the problem of oil supplies has become more pro- 
nounced. It has reached the stage where we cannot meet the needs of 
military vuperation by simply relying on oil tankers alone. In the 
self-defensive counterattack against Vietnam the General Logistics 
Department cooperated with the frontier trocps to conduct prompt 
investigations and studies concerning the problem of oil supplies in 
field operations. In accordance with the needs of the operation, new 
measures for oil supplies were adopted to insure better oil supplies 
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and the mobility of our troop units. Facts have shown that past experi- 
ences were precious, because they played an important role in accomplish- 
ing the tasks of the past. However, in the new Long March we have 
encountered new problems that should be studied and solved. If we fail 
to free ourselves from “ic fetters of petty producers’ conservation 

ideas and rely onl on past experiences or act on assumptions, we will 
not succeed in our efforts to modernize our logistics work. We will 

even do a stupid job of wasting money and manpower. 


[HK220810}] To strengthen investigations and studies we must not only do 
a good job of educating people in the theory of materialism, but also 
resolutely eradicate the bureaucratic work style in order to completely 
solve the problem of the attitude of the leadership. Since last year 
the party committee of the PLA Logistics Department has been firmly 
grasping the problem of overcoming bureaucratism and restoring and 
promoting the party's fine work style. It has demanded that leaders 

at all levels firmly acquire a mass viewpoint and shift the focus of 
work to the grassroots units. They should go deep into the grassroots 
units, conduct investigations and studies and take the logistics work 
of these units as their criterion for testing the work of the logistics 
organs. To improve the meals in companies so that the physique of our 
troops will suit the demands of modernization, comrades of the sections 
concerned under the General Logistics Department worked together with 
comrades in charge of logistics work in our troop units to conduct 
detailed investigations and studies. They finally ascertained the real 
conditions of meals in companies, adopted measures to improve them and 
relevantly readjusted the supply standards. To raise the mechanization 
levels of ioading and unloading work in warehouses and thus free our 
cadres and soldiers from heavy manual labor, some leading comrades of 
the General Logistics Department personally made investigations in many 
warehouses and examined every link of such work. They worked together 
with comrades in the warehouses to discover ways to solve the problem. 
Their efforts greatly promoted the mechanization of the warehouses. In 
accordance with the needs in peacetime and war, leaders of the General 
Logistics Department and other sections concerned made an extensive 
investigation concerning such problems as rear-service facilities, 
medical and health work and military supplies in different areas and 
under different conditions. All these are reliable bases for the 
improvement of logistic supply work. 


It is very important for leading cadres, the top two men in particular, 
to take the lead in conducting investigations and studies at the lower 
levels. This is the key to eradicating bureaucratism and making break- 
throughs in investigation and study work. To do so they should make a 
resolution. The top two men shoulder heavy tasks, are busy with their 
work and will encounter some concrete difficulties in makivg investi- 
gations at the lower levels. However, whether they can go deep into 
the grassroots units to conduct investigations and studies is not 
determined by their busy work but by their viewpoints regarding 
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investigation and study work as an adherence to the correct ideoleg¢ical 
and working line. Since last year two leading comrades of the General 
Logistics Department have stuck to the practice of going decp into 
reality and conducting investigations and studies to guide their work. 
They said: "We may be ill or die some day. Why should we not go to 
the lower levels? We can do so once we make up our mind!" To study 
the logistics work of our highland troops, a leading comrade persisted 
in making an investigation for more than 2 months on the Oinghai-Xizang 
Plateau, despite his waist wound left over from the years of war and 
the harsh climate and hard conditions of the plateau. To learn through 
personal experience the anoxic conditions of soldiers stationed on the 
plateau, he persisted in crossing the Tanggula Mountain at an elevation 
of 5,000 meters cz so without using an oxygen mask, despite the high 
altitude. He led working groups to make investigations in many units, 
including the army, divisions, subareas, companies, military depots and 
sentry posts. They solved many practical problems of our frontier and 
highland troops. The practice of our leading cadres to conduct investi- 
gations and studies at the lower levels is beneficial not only in 
spurring leading organs to go deep into reali*y, overcome formalism 

and red tape and in raising the working efficiency of ovr leading 
organs, but also in passing on experiences, giving help and setting 
examples for comrades of the lower levels. In this way the fine tradi- 
tion of our party and army will be carried o: and promoted. 


To conduct investigations and studies we mus! base ourselves on the 
clarification of “facts,” and our main efforis should be exerted on a 
“realistic approach." While grasping the work of investigations and 
studies, the General Logistics Department repeatedly stressed the 
importance of using brains, learning to analyze, integrating investiga- 
tions with studies and raising perceptual knowledge to a rational one. 
For instance, with the increase in weapons, vehicles and various kinds 
of technical equipment, the work of maintenance and technical supplies 
is becoming more and more important. However, how should we handle the 
relations between repairs by workshops and repairs by army units? The 
question remained unsolved for a long time. Disregarding objective 
laws, that sworn follower of Lin Biao in the General Logistics Depart- 
ment issued an arbitrary order: "Heavy repairs should be done within 
divisions." [HK220815] He randomly abolished repair workshops, saying 
nonsensically: "I will be happy if all repa r workshops are burned 
down." As a result, the maintenance force was severely undermined, 

and the percentage of intact facilities in many units dropped steadily. 
After the smashing of the “gang of four,” leaders of the General 
Logistics Department and other sections concerned studied in detail, 

on the basis of extensive investigations, all aspects of repair work- 
shops, repair groups and self-repairs by army units. They took into 
full account the increased number of facilities and the needs of actual 
war and accepted the rational points of various suggestions. They 
established a multistage repair system with emphasis on heavy repairs 
by workshops. Thus, repairs by workshops and those by army units have 
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been integrated in a better way. The system has been tested during 
peacetime and during the self-defensive counterattack against Vietnam. 
Practice has proven that the system tallies with actual reality and is 
an effective guarantee of technical supplies. 


The purpose of conducting investigations is to solve problems. Some 
comrades have lacked understanding of this. Some comrades sought 
formalism, did things superficially and failed to pursue practical 
results. They only paid attention to the number of people, times and 
days spent on the investigations at the lower levels. Some comrades 
were content with writing a findings report, reporting to leaders or 
publishing something in the bulletins of their organs. Some comrades 
avoided contradictions and did not dare touch those knotty problems. 
Some other comrades even took investigation as a good opportunity for 
going on an excursion. They were eager to visit scenic spots and 
historical sites and buy local products. Instead of helping our troops 
solve their practical problems, they brought trouble on them. To settle 
these problems, the leaders of the General Logistics Department have 
repeatedly stressed since last year that the basic purpose of con- 
ducting investigations and studies is to solve practical problems in 
loeistics work, and that solving pra.tical problems should be taken as 
a criterion to assess the results of investigations and studies. They 
have demanded that all comrades do a solid job in solving practical 
problems while conducting investigations and studies. They should not 
do things merely for show, seek privileges or let grassroots units 
serve them. While conducting investigations and studies they should 
not begin with tigerish energy but peter out toward the end. With 
regard to problems which are difficult to solve, they should on no 
account avoid them. They should press forward in the face of diffi- 
culties and dare to crack the hard nut. In this way better results 
can be achieved ir the work of investigations and studies. 
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FOOTPRINTS AND VEHICLE TRACKS 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 pp 79-80 
[Letter to Editor] 


[Text] The peasants classif_ the cadres sent to the rural areas into 
two kinds: One kind is called the “three-water" cadres: they are 
covered with “perspiration in fair weather, muddy water in rainy 
weather and dew in the morning." They come to the worksite to render 
guidance, take the lead in performing labor and leave the footprints 
of their toil in the fields. The other kind is called the "three- 
noisy" cadres: they “sound the automobile horn, sound the bicycle 
bell and make a loud noise in their larynx." They sit in automobiles 
on the highways and ride on bicycles through the viilages. The moment 
they get off their vehicles they start gesticulating. The commune 
members criticize them by saying: “Their vehicle tracks are on the 
road, but they leave no footprints in the field. We do not like such 
"three-noisy’ cadres who leave only vehicle tracks on the road, but 
we welcome the ‘three-water’ cadres whose footprints cover the 
fields." 


Footprints and vehicle tracks reflect two entirely different cadre 
styles. Those who do not go to the rural areas, or who go to the 
rural areas but do not labor, will not leave any footprints in the 
field, nor will those who only labor perfunctorily. The footprints 
of the cadres are mingled with those of the masses, intimate and 
harmonious, thereby continuing and developing our party's superior 
tradition and style of closely associating with the masses. In only 
a little over a year since coming to Lankao, Jiao Yulu [3542 5940 
4389], an exemplary county committee secretary, visited more than 120 
of the 149 production brigades of the county. Not only did he leave 
his footprints on the great land of Lankao, but he has imprinted them 
forever in the hearts of the people and become an unforgettable cadre 
of the party and the people. Today, when we are in the process of 
promoting the four modernizations, good cadres like him with such an 
excellent work style must be vigorously encouraged and commended. In 
the struggle to realize the four modernizations, many of our cadres 
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lead the masses to work vigorously and diligently. Doubtlessly chey 
are the main stream and essence of our cadre ranks. Their actions 
serve as an excellent education to those cadres in the rural areas 
who leave only vehicle tracks but no footprints and who belong to the 
"three-noisy" but not the “three-water™ kind. 


Naturally, we do not object to cadres riding in automobiles or on 
bicycles. We object only to the undesirable style of driving around 
for pleasure, riding on bicycles to give orders, performing super- 
ficial work, and remaining ignorant of the people's feelings. We 
need men of action in the tens of thousands who leave a series of 
footprints on the road of the new Long March. We hope that those 
cadres in the cural areas who are satisfied with their “vehicle 
tracks" will promptly change their style, place their feet on solid 
ground, turn the “three-noisy" into "three-water,” leave their foot- 
pt.nts as well as vehicle tracks, and become good cadres popular with 
the masses. 
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SERVING THE PUBLIC AND DAMAGING THE "UBLIC 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 11, 2 Nov 79 p 80 


{Letter to Editor from Ni Shergtao [0242 0524 3447], Panwan Commune, 
Sheyang County, Jiangsu Province} 


[Text] The Communist Party is known for building the party to serve 
the public. The broad ranks of party members and cadres are praised 
far and wide for performing their duties honestly, and they have won 
the hearts ci the people. Our rvvered and beloved Premier Zhou was a 
bright model of serving the public with honesty. When he visited a 
park he would buy the admission ticket with his own money. He refused 
a bunch of flowers fron a banquet offered by the driver to Sister Deng. 
Though working day and night, he never forgot to check on the payment 
of rent and tility bills. ~“ruly, his loyalty and steadfastness were 
unswerving it spite of his great achievemsnts, and his high position 
did not affect his desire to be a public servant. He ignored life and 
death, honor and insult, and his examplv shamed those scrambling for 
power and profit. 


However, there are many in real life who scramble for power and profit. 
Some cadres utilize their power of office and illegally transfer man- 

, wer, material and funds to ‘erodel or build elaborate mansions for 
themselves. Others are generiss with the funds of the state and the 
collective, create ingenious excuses, eat and drink sumptuously and 
indulge in displays of extravagance. The masses say with anger: These 
people concentrate on private gain and embezzle the assets of the pub- 
lic. They do not look like cadres of the Communist Party! Though only 
a very small minority, such cadres easily discourage other cadres and 
the masses in promoting the four modernizations and damage the party's 
reputation. 


Damaging che public is a pernicious habit of the exploiting class. It 
is intolerable to the ethics of Communist Party members. All the 
exploiting classes will do anything to satisfy their personal desire, 
make acquisitions and hurt others for their own gain. It was thus 
with the Guomindang in forwer years. Externally, those of the 
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Guomindang humiliated the nation, forfeited sovereignty and betrayed the 
country for power and wealth; internally, they robbed and plundered and 
exploited the people. Lin Biao and the “gang of four" were no excep- 
tions. They indulged in extravagance and luxury, squandered money 
unscrupulously, fouled the air with their style of “damaging the pub- 
lic," and seriously hurt our socialist cause. They belong to the dung- 
hill of mankind and are unworthy of discussion. 


Our Communist Party members take the liberation of all mankind and the 
realization of communism as their own obligations. Serving the people 
heart and soul is the fundamental criterion which differentiates us 
from the political parties of all the exploiting classes. Unfortu- 
nately, some of our party members have been contaminated with the 
selfish habits of the exploiting classes. We must shout a loud warn- 
ing to them: Repent immediately; the party discipline and party bylaws 
do not permit you to continue your outrages! 


Indeed, it is not very difficult to serve the public in one thing or 

for a while. What is valuable is to serve the public to the end. Thus, 
the party's leading organs and party organizations at all levels must 
constantly tackle education in party discipline, conscientiously rectify 
the party trend and build the party's ideological style more success- 
fully. 
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